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State Building Supplies concerns and will
cut its losses, the same as have all the
other big concerns throughout Australia
since last November. Why the Government
will consistently Pass aver Australian or
Western Australian bidders for these con-
cerns in favour of overseas interests, I
am at a loss to understand.

I am opposed to the sale of the con-
cerns at all, but T do say that if the Gov-
ernment decided to sell the concerns, it
should at least have accepted a lowver
figure from a local Organisation rather
than a few hundred thousand pounds
more from an overseas Organisation.
The Government would be compensated
by the reinvestment which would follow:
the Profits would stay here in Western
Australia, and the firm would be en-
couraged to reinvest in some other indus-
try. Howvever, once the money leaves
Australia, it has gone for keeps.

I cannot understand why preference
should be given to a firm such as this
which has done nothing whatever in
Western Australia in connection with the
sawmilling industry or the brickworks. It
has done nothing whatever to pioneer
those industries which the people's money
established, because State funds were used
in this connection. Despite this fact, how-
ever. this gigantic overseas company has
been handed the tremendously valuable
Organisation, to which I have referred, for
a mere £2,000,000, the deposit being
£200,000, and the balance to be paid over
20 years.

It amazes me-it really does-to think
that members supporting the Government
have not had something to say in con-
nection with this matter, because, after
all, when a valuable asset such as these
forests, are handed over to an overseas
interest, Western Australia is certainly not
being developed one little bit. The
£2,000,000, the price being charged for this
Organisation, will not even repay the debt
owing to the Treasury. It will not even
balance the budget in that respect, be-
cause the advances from the Treasury will
not have been paid off, For this reason I
say that these hard-headed, alert business-
men who occupy the Treasury bench, have
certainly slipped a ton in respect to the
disposal of this- Organisation at a bargain
Price; and I feel it is most unfair indeed
to the taxpayers of Western Australia,
because they are the ones who originally
supplied most of the capital to establish
the industry. I am sure that the money
would have come from State funds be-
fore uniform taxation was introduced.

It is a crying shame that the Govern-
ment of today should let those people
down so badly by selling out £4,000,000
worth of assets for a paltry £E2,000,000.
In addition to that, the profit will be
going overseas.

Amendment to Motion
I feel so strongly on the subject, which

I believe is very serious for this State, that,
in order that the matter might be
thoroughly investigated, I move an amend-
ment

That the following words be added
to the motion:-

However, we condemn strongly
the action of the Government in
selling the State Building Supplies
at bargain prices to an enormously
wealthy overseas company, and
we consider a Royal Commission
should be set up to investigate
the transaction thoroughly.

Debate (on amendment to the motion)
adjourned, on motion by The Hon. A. F.
Griffith (Minister for Mines).

House adjourned at 6.10 pim,
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MR. BRAND (Greenough-Premier)
[4.32 p.m.1: I move -

That this House desires to place on
its records its profound sense of the
loss sustained in the passing of the
late Mr. Hugh David Andrew, a mem-
ber of this House, and that an ex-
pression of the sincere sympathy of
members be conveyed to his widow
and family by Mr. Speaker.

In moving this motion I would like to
say that Hugh Andrew was a man who
was a very good party member and a very

25
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good member of Parliament, and he was
a man who worked for his district. He
was one of those members who did not
come to the forefront in any debates but
was Quite content to represent the district
of Victoria Park.

I would say that members found that
his death came very suddenly. He was
one of those People who, we felt, had
many Years of health, yet he was taken
'very suddenly. I therefore move this
motion of expression of sympathy, and I
say once again that we do express our
sincerest feelings of regret to his widow
and his relatives.

MR. HAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
Opposition) [4.33 p.m.]: I join with the
Premier in supporting the motion of sym-
Pathiy which has to be conveyed by you,
Mr. Speaker, to the widow of the late Mr.
Andrew.

Hughie Andrew was, naturally, excep-
tionally well-known to me and to members
on this side. He was a most conscientious
person, not only in the discharge of his
Political duties in his electorate of Victoria
Park, but also in this House. He was a
very keen member of the Labor Party and
believed wholeheartedly in its policy and
its Principles. In fact, I think he was on
some occasions in a minority of one when
debates and discussions were taking place.
He had a tremendous strength of convic-
tion and was Prepared to stand fast to
what he believed to be right, irrespective
of whether he was in the majority, or
even on his own.

I have had the opportunity in recent
days of being in Victoria Park, and I have
called at various places there: and, with-
out exception, every person has been loud
in his or her praise of the work of Hughie
Andrew; of his qualities of character: of
the availability of his services at all times
to all People no matter how difficult and
involved their problems might have been.
Therefore it can be said with complete
truth that Hughie Andrew served his fel-
low-men faithfully and well and made an
important contribution to the public life
of Western Australia.

Question Passed; members standing.

DEPUTY CHAIRMEN OF
COMMITTEES

Appointment

THE SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I have
appointed Mr. Crommnelin (Claremont),
Mr. W. A. Manning (Narrogin), and Mr.
Heal (West Perth) to be Deputy Chairmen
of Committees during the present session.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
COAL

Output from February to July,, and
Quantity of Open-cut

1.Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Mines:
(1) What was the total output of coal

for each of the months of Febru-
ary, March, April, May. June, and
July of this year?

(2) What quantity of coal was pro-
duced from open cuts for each of
those months?

Mr. ROSS HUTrCHINSON replied:
(1) and (2) Coal production from

deep mines and the open cut at
Collie for the months of Febru-
ary to June, 1961, was as follows:

Open Deep Totl
Cut Alines

Tons Tons To"s
February -.. 12,036-70 28.240 00 40,277-60
Mfarch -,.. 18,102-10 34,661-10 52,763-20
April.....13,784 -60 26,246-40 40,031-00
MaZ ..... 24,882-00 45,207-20 70,089-20
Jun......19.195 80 48,868-80 118,004-60
Final AgM" for July are not yet available.

OIL FUEL
Use by State Electricity Commission,

and Cost
2. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for

*Electricity:
(1) What quantity of oil fuel was used

by the State Electricity Commis-
Sion at its power stations during
each month of this year?

(2) What additional cost was involved
because of the use of oil in plaice of
coal?

(3) At what prices was oil Purchased
by the S.E.C. in the years 1958 and
1961?

Mr. WATTS replied:
Month

(1) January. 1961
February..
March ..
April
May
June
July

(2) None.
(3) 1958-E9 to £ 15

1961-f:8 Os. 8d.
ton.

Tons
* .19,246

13,311
12,957

... .. 110,742
*. .. 6,220

6,149
*. . 6,600

2s. 6d. a ton.
and £8 6s. ld, per

WATER RATES
Revaluation 01 Districts

3. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) What districts were revalued to

provide new annual values for the
levying of rates for water and sew-
erage for the year ending the 31st
October, 1961?
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(2) Were these revaluations made by
State or Commonwealth officers?

(3) What are the details of any ar-
rangement which has been made
to have revaluations of properties
to provide new annual values car-
ried out by the Taxation Depart-
ment?

Annual Cost of Taxation Depart-
ment Revaluations

(4) What is the estimated annual cost
to the Government of such ar-
rangement?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) The following districts were re-

valued (during the year 1959-60)
to provide new annual values for

* the year ended the 30th June,
1961:-

*Melville Shire Council-Palmyra
and Bicton wards.

Subiaco City Council.
Perth City Counlcil-Leederville-

Wembley ward and North
Perth ward.

*Perth Shire Council-Scar-
borough and Doubleview.

Bayswater Shire Council,
South Perth City Council-

Manning ward.
*Canning Shire Council-River-

ton ward.
*Gosnets Shire Council.

Midland Town Council.
* (2) State officers.
* (3) The Deputy Commissioner of

Taxation was approached and the
approval of the Commissioner of
Taxation obtained for the valua-
tion branch of the Taxation De-
partment to undertake valuation
and revaluation work associated
with metropolitan and country
towns rating on the basis of actual
cost.

(4) It is anticipated that the annual
cost of such arrangement will. be
approximately £18,000.

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD
Weekly Turnover of Investment

4. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Police:
(1) What was the total turnover of

investment with the Totalisator
Agency Board for each week from
the inception of the scheme on
the 18th March to the present
time?

(2) How many agencies are now in
operation?

Investments on Eastern States
Totalisators

(3) Is he aware that although he
and his colleague in the Legisla-
tive Council informed Parliament

that it was intended for at least
six months of' the operations of
the T.A.B. for the board to hold
bets on Eastern States racing and
Pay out according to the dividends
declared by the appropriate on-
course totalisators in the Eastern
States, this course was not fol-
lowed even for a single day?

(4) What were the reasons for mis-
leading Parliament in this way
and which caused the T.A.B. to
abandon the idea of making in-
vestments on totalisators in New
South Wales and Victoria with
part of the money invested and
acting as & bookmaker with the
balance of the money?

Financial Details
(5) What was the surplus of income

over expenditure of the T.A.B. at
the 30th June last?

(6) What amounts were paid by the
T.A.B. into a separate bank ac-
count at the beginning of April.
May, June, and July in compliance
with section 26 of the Totalisator
Agency Board Betting Act, 1960?

(7) For the purpose of calculating the
monthly amounts referred to in
the previous question, did the
T.ASB. take into consideration all
bets made by it on its own behalf
in various pool schemes?

Mr. PERKINS replied:.
(1) Whilst the weekly turnover figures

are not available at present,
monthly turnover figures were:

E
March ... 16,430
April ....- 59,428
May .. 77.974
June ....- 146.261
July .. ... 209.963

(2) Thirty-four agencies were in
operation as from Saturday the
5th August, 1961.

(3) Yes.
(4) The board abandoned the idea of

paying out at Melbourne and
Sydney tote odds mainly because
of the many protests received from
licensed premises bookmakers to
the eff ect that if they were re-
quired to pay out at Eastern- States
course tote odds they would be
forced right out of business.

(5) Subject to final audit at the 31st
July, l961-20,583.

(6) April (includes part of
April) ... . 300

*May .... 648
June .... .... 967
July .... .. 2,356
August (includes part of

July) .. ... 2,104

6,375

'27
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OFF-COURSE BETTING TAXES -. WATER METERS

Disbursements to Turf Club and
Trotting Association

5. Mr. TONKIN asked the Treasurer:
(1) What amount of money was paid

to the Western Australian Turf
Club and the Western Australian
Trotting Association respectively,
for the year ended the 30th June,
1960, from the proceeds of taxes
on off-course betting?

(2) What were the amounts paid to
each club from the same source
for the periods--

(a) the 1st July, 1960, to the
18th March, 1961;

(b) the 20th March, 1961, to
the 30th June, 1961?

Mr. BRAND replied:

(1) Western Australian Turf
Club .. .. ..
Western Australian Trot-
ting Association... ..

(2) (a) Western Australian
Turf Club .. .
Western Australian
Trotting Association

(b) Western Australian
Turf Club
Western Australian
Trotting Association

E

52,714

28,395

45,861

25,525

17,371

8,507

Receipts by Government

6. Mr. TONKIN asked the Treasurer:

(1) What amount of money was re-
ceived by the Government from-

(a) turnover tax;
(b) investment tax;

on off-course betting for each of
the financial Years 1960 and 1961?

(2) What amount of money was re-
ceived from turnover tax on bet-
ting on-

(a) race courses:
(b) trotting courses;

for each of the
1960 and 1961?

Mr. BRAND replied:
Year

financial Years

Amount
E

(1) (a) 1959-60 .. .. 381,061
1960-61 .... -. 31,372

(b) 1959-60 _. .... 69,981
1960-61 .... .... 132.561

(2) (a) 1959-60
196 0-61

(b) 1959-60
1960-61

27,003
29,211
15,620
15,948

Installation During 1960-1961, and
Services Unmet erect

7. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) How many old services previously

unmetered had meters installed
during the year ended the 30th
June, 1961?

(2)

(3)

How many services are still un-
metered?
What was the total number of
meters installed (apart from re-
placements) during the year ended
the 30th June, 1961?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) 3,704.
(2) 29,678, the greater percentage of

which are city and other proper-
ties where the water allowance is
unlikely to be used and metering
will not be warranted.

(3) 7,605.

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD
Loan from Turf Club and Trotting

Association
8. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for

Police:
(1) On what date did the T.A.B. re-

quest the Western Australian Turf
Club and the Western Australian
Trotting Association to make
available to it the amount of
£25,000 each as provided in section
18 of the Totalisator Agency
Hoard Betting Act, 1960?

(2) When did the W.A.T.C. and
W.A.T.A. pay the money to the
T.A.B.?

Money Borrowed and Source of
Loans

(3) What amounts of money and from
whom has the T.A.B. borrowed
under the provisions of section 19
of the Totalisator Agency Board
Betting Act?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
(1) and (2) As yet, the Western Aus-

tralian Turf Club and the Western
Australian Trotting Association
have only been requested to pay
£2,500 each to the T.AB.

The respective amounts were
received on the 23rd January,
1961, and the 17th January, 1961.

(3) As yet, the TA.B, has not borrow-
ed any moneys from any source
whatsoever.

Appointment of Auditors
9. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for

Police:
(1) Who are the auditors who have

been appointed to audit the ac-
counts of the Totalisator Agency
Board?
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(2) On what date was the appoint-
ment of auditors made?

(3) Has it been the practice of the
auditors to audit each pool scheme
and furnish a certificate regard-
ing it, as is done in connection
with on-course totalisators on
every race?

Pool Investments, and Authority for
Punting

(4) On what date did the T.AB. first
commence investing on every
horse for a win and place in each
pool conducted by it?

(5) Are these investments by the
board on its own behalf being
made in compliance with section
33 of the Totalisator Agency
Board Betting Act?

(6) What is the total of the money
so invested to the 31st July last?

(7) Have the auditors passed without
comment the expenditure involved
in these punting operations of the
T.A.B.?

(8) Why is the T.AB. permitted to
lose money in this way when it is
known beyond doubt that anyone
who consistently invests in a
totalisator on every runner in
every race either for a win or
place, or for both, must inevitably
lose?

(9) Where is the authority for the
T.A.B. to use any part of its funds
for the purpose of punting?

Mr. PERKINS replied:

(1) MeLaren. and Stewart, Chartered
Accountants, 8 Esplanade, Perth.

(2) The 9th June, 1961.

(3) At the time dividends are being
struck a double check is carried
out by the board's own staff and,
in addition, details of all Pools
are available for inspection by
the auditors.

(4)
(5),

The 6th May, 1961.
(8), and (9) The board is not
punting as claimed by the honour-
able member but is merely follow-
ing the standard practice of all
totalisator companies and all rac-
ing bodies throughout Australia
which conduct totalisators.

(6) £1,706 Los.; but after making al-
lowance for winning dividends the
net expenditure was £252 lls. 6d.

(7) The auditor's report for the period
ended the 31st July, 1961 is not
yet to hand.

Remuneration and Travelling
Allowances

10. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Police:
(1) What remuneration is payable in

respect of the various offices of
the T.A.B. in accordance with sec-
tion 10 of the Totalisator Agency
Board Act?

(2) Are travelling allowances on the
same basis and scale as those ap-
plying to public servants?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
(1) (a) The chairman, public ser-

vice classification AS-3,698
-actual salary £3,858 per an-
num.

(b) Other members-E312 per an-
num.

(c) Deputy members-a fee of £8
per meeting attended.

(2) Yes.

WATER RATES
Anveals Against Valuations

11. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) How many appeals were lodged

against departmental valuations
for the year 1960-61?

Reduction in Valuations and Rates

(2) In how many instances were the
appeals allowed and valuations re-
duced?

(3) What was the total amount of the
reduction in rates resulting from
reductions in valuations?

Mr. WILD replied:

(1) 2,032, of which at the 31st July.
872 had been heard.

(2) 319.
(3) £1,249.

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD
Returns of Money Received from Bets

12. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Police:
(1) In accordance with the provi-

sions of section 25 of the Total!-
sator Agency Board Betting Act,.
1960, at what times and in what
manner has the T.A.B. been re-
quested to make true and full re-
turns of all amounts of money re-
ceived by it in respect of bets
made in accordance with the
Act?

(2) On what date was the request
made to the TA.B, under section
25 of the Totalisator Agency
Board Betting Act?
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Mr. PERKINS replied:

(1) In the manner prescribed in Regu-
lation No. 38 under the Totalisator
Agency Board Betting Act, 1960;
that Is, monthly.

(2) No request has been made to the
T.AB. under section 25 of the
Totalisator Agency Board Betting
Act, 1960, but the board regularly
complies with Regulation No. 38,
without being requested.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Dismissals from Labour Force

13. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) flow many employees were dismis-sed from the Public Works De-

partment labour force engaged
on construction (including hous-
ing) during the period the 1st
July, 1960, to the 30th June, 1961?

(2) How many employees were still in
the labour force at the 30th June,
1961?

(3) How many
were at that
metropolitan

of these employees
date employed in the
area?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) The employees dismissed and/or

retrenched during the period the
1st July. 1960 to the 30th June,
1961-284. The work force was
reduced by 328 as follows:-

Retrenched 281
Dismissed ... .. 3
Resigned ... .... 94
Transferred to other

branches .... .... 10
Retired and deaths I.... 12

Less:
Engaged ..
Transferred from

other branches

(2) 340.
(3) 208.

PUBLIC BUILDINGS

-Work Done by Private and nep
Architects

14. Mr. TONKIN asked the Mi
Works:
(1) What was the total valut

he buildings the arc
work for which was don
vate architects, during
cial year ended the 3I
1961?

(2) What was the total value of Public
buldings the architectural work
for which was done by the Archi-
tectural Division of the Public
Works Department?

(3) What amount of fees was due or
paid to private architects for the
work done by them during the
year ended the 30th June, 1961?

Erections by Departmental Labour
(4) What was the total value of public

buildings erected by the depart-
mental labour force during the
Year ended the 30th June, 1961?

Mr. WILD replied:
I1. Total value of conats, .. ..
2. Total value of contracts for

"at works .. ,4,1
Total cash expenditure by day4,375

Labour organization ......... 1,169,527

3. £58,026.
4. Total cash expenditure by

day labour organization.......

E
820,80

6,010,242

1,18,627

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD
Payment of Betting and Investment

Taxes
16A. Mr. TONKIN asked the Treasurer:

(1) Has the Totalisator Agency Hoard
paid betting tax on all bets made
by it on its own behalf in accord-
ance with the Totalisator Agency
Board Betting Tax Act, 1960?

(2) Has the Totalisator Agency Board
paid investment tax on all bets
made by it on its own behalf in
accordance with the Betting In-
vestment Tax Act, 1959-1960?

Mr. BRAND replied:
(1) and (2) No.

ON-COURSE TOTALISATORS
Exemptions from Totalisator Duty

- 15B. Mr. TONKIN asked the Treasurer:
400 in what way are the on-course

totalisators in this State exempt09 from the provisions of subsection
3 (2) of section 3 of the Totalisator

- 72 Duty Act in respect of amounts
- 72 lodged with the totalisators by the
- Totalisator Agency Hoard acting328 as an agent for racing clubs?

Mr. BRAND replied:
Section 30 of the Totalizator
Agency Hoard Betting Act speci-
fically excludes money transmit-
ted by the board to an on-course

artmental totalisator from the provisions of
the Totalisator Duty Act, 1905, ex-
cept subsection (2) of section 3 of

nister for that Act, which states--
(2) No fractional part of six-

.e of pub- pence shall be paid by way of
hitectural dividend of a totalisator.
te by pri- This practice is followed by the
the flnan- Totalisator Agency Board in that
)th June, no fractional part of sixpence is

paid in its declared dividends.
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TOTAUISATOR AGENCY BOARD

Deductions train Pool Schemes

16. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Police:
(1.) What is the total amount of money

which has been deducted by the
T.A.B. from pool schemes con-
ducted by the board under the
power purported to be given by
subregulatlon (2) of regulation
No. 36 of the Totalisator Agency
Board Betting Act?

(2) Of this amount, how much was
actual "totalisator commission"?

(3) Fram what source did the T.A.B.
obtain authority to deduct com-
mission from pools other than
"totalisator pools"?

Mr. PERKINS replied:

(1) and (2) No separate records have
been kept which would give this
information.

(3) The Totalisator Agency Board is
authorised to conduct totalisator
pool schemes in accordance with
the provisions of sections 20 (1)
(c), 22 (2) (b), and 57 (1) (c) of
the Totalisator Agency Board Bet-
ting Act, 1960, and the relevant
regulations (Nos. 34 to 3'7) made
thereunder.

PUBLIC BUILDINGS

Unexpended Allocations to P.W.D.
Architectural Division

117. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) How much of the money approved

for allocation to the Architectural
Branch of the Public Works De-
partment last financial year for
the erection of public buildings
remained unexpended at the 30th
Junie last?

(2) In view of the urgent need for new
buildings such as school class-
rooms, what is the reason why the
whole of the amount allocated was
not used?

Mr. WILD replied:

(1) £30,727.
(2) The amount of £30,727 represents

.6 per cent. of the total amount
available for expenditure. It is
virtually impossible to spend the
total allocation exactly.
Included in the sum of £30,127
was en amount of E5,704 which
had been allocated to the con-
struction of schools.

OFF-COURSE CREDIT BETTING
Advice as to Legality in Totalis at or

Regions
18. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for

Police:
(1) In view of his assurance to Parlia-

menit last session that under the
Totalisator Agency Board Betting
Act credit betting off course in
totalisator regions would no longer
be legal, why did the T.&B. ob-
tain advice from the firm of
Parker & Parker in connection
with a certain aspect of this
matter?

(2) Will he table a copy of the ad-
vice which was given by Parker
& Parker?

(3) Did the T.AB. seek advice from
the Crown Law Department rela -
tive to the same matter?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
(1) In contemplating the employment

of agents, the board sought legal
opinion for the purpose of ensur-
ing that any agents appointed to
handle cash and forward cash
(deposit) betting, would be pro-
perly instructed in how to comply
with the relevant Act and regu-
lations.

(2) No, as this is a confidential opinion
received from the board's solici-
tors, Messrs. Parker & Parker.

(3) No.

WATER SUPPLY DEPARTMENT
Revenue and Operating Expenses

19. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) What was the amount of revenue

received by the Water Supply De-
partment for the financial year
ended the 30th June last from-
(a) rates:
(b) charges in lieu of rates;
(c) domestic excess;
(d) direct water sales?

(2) Of the year's total expenditure,
what amount was due to operating
expenses?

(3) What was the result of the year's
financial operations?

Water, Sewerage, and Drainage Rates
(4) What are the total amounts of

rates which have been levied this
financial year for-
(a) water;
(b) sewerage:
(c) drainage?

Estimated Income from. Domestic Excess
Water

(5) What is the amount of estimated
revenue from domestic excess
water which the department
expects to obtain this financial
year?

31
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Mr. WILD replied:
(1) (a) £2,170,000.

(b) £75,000.
(c) £255,000.
(d) £168,000.

(2) £1,395,000.
(3) A surplus of £62,727.
(4) The estimated total

rates to be levied in
financial year are,.-

(a) Water ..
(b) Sewerage .
(c) Drainage ..

(5) £534,000.

amounts of
the current

E
* 968,000
* 871,000

122,000

BANKSIADALE MILL
Sale and Financial Details

20. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) Did the Commissioner of Railways

express opposition to the sale of
the timber mill at Banksladale?

(2) What was the beak-value of the
mill at the end of the financial

* year 1960?
(3) Was any valuation of the mill.

made this year?
(4) Who made the valuation?
(5) What was the amount of the

valuation?
* (6) Of the sale price of £2,000,000 for

the S.B.S., plus the Banksiadale
mill, what amount was credited to
the Railways Department?

(7) How much of the cash deposit of
£200,000 was credited to the Rail-
ways Department for its mill?

(8) Was the Banksiadale mill regard-
ed by the Railways Department as
arn asset or liability?

(9) What is the estimated amount by
which the revenue account for the
financial year ended the 30th June,
1961, was affected by the opera-
tions of the Banksiadale mill as
part of the Railways Department?

(10) Were items supplied by the mill to
the Railways Department stores
taken into account at current
sales prices or cost of production?
If neither, what method of pricing
was used?

(11) Of the total amount of assessed
depreciation of all assets for the
financial year ended the 30th
June last, charged to profit and
loss account, what amount was--

(a) assessed for the Banksia-
* dale mill; and

(b) recovered in stores issues of
products from the mill?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) Yes, from a purely railway point

of view. There were other broad-
er considerations that had to be

taken into account by the Gav-
erment, not the least of which is-
the importance of integrating
Banksiadale mill into the overall
timber industry of the State
rather than operate as a mill to
serve the railways only. This has
been strongly advocated by the
Forests Department for many
years.

(2) £259,441.
(3), (4), and (5) The Government

had no independent valuation
made this year, but a valuation
was made by Mr. J. W. Youl of'
Victoria at the Government's re-
quest In 1960. His valuation,
dated the 7th December, 1960, was
for £252,260.

(6) and (7) No amount has been act-
ually credited at this stage, but
it is proposed to credit £250,000
of the total price when purchase
details are completed and account-
ing matters finalised.

(8) An asset.
(9) Mill figures for the year ended the

30th June, 1961, are not yet avail-
able.

(10) Timber issue prices from Bank-
sladale for departmental works
were designed to cover cost of pro-
duction, including depreciation,
and were periodically adjusted to
achieve this objective.

(11) Broadly covered. y No. (10). For
all practical purposes Banksiadale
accounting was self-contained and
had no direct bearing on railway
profit and loss account. The-
amount assessed for depreciation.
for 1960-61 and recovered in
stores issue prices was £12,095.

METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY
DEPARTMENT

Building Improvement in Ratable Area
21. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for-

Water Supplies:
(1) What was the value of building

dev elopment in the area capable
of being served by the Metro poli-
tan Water Supply Department for
the last financial year?

Rates on. Additional improved Land
(2) What was the consequential in-

crease in the number of improved
lands rated?

(3) What was the total amount of
water Sewerage and drainage
rates levied on these improved
lands?

Number o1 Uninetered Properties
(4) Of all improved properties com-

prising the total increase for the
last financial year, how many are
unmetered?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) to (4) This information is not;

available.

n
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WATER SUPPLY
E~xpenditure from General Loan Fund

22. Mr. TONKIN4 asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) What was the total expenditure

on capital works financed from
General Loan Funds for the year
ended the 30th June. 1961?

(2) Of this sum what amount was
water supply expenditure?

Mr. WILDl replied:
(1) The total expenditure on capital

works financed from General Loan
Funds was:-

Public Works Department

S
8,028.316

Metropolitan
Works

Department
E.

2,463.000

(2) Water Supply Expenditure-
Public Metropolitan
W~orkcs Water

Department Department
E z

Country areas nvater
supplies........... 1,301,022

Drainage and irrigation .... 341,035
Sewerage country towns ... 105,750
North-Weat water supplies 172,383
North-West Trrigation .... 856,063

£2,576,850

1,562,000

FREMANTLE HARBOUR TRUST
Office Accommodation

23. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) Has the Government approved of

the erection of a new building to
provide office accommodation for
the Fremantle Harbour Trust?

(2) Was the recent announcement by
the trust that a ten-storey build-
ing estimated to cost £650,000 was
to be erected by it factual as to
cost and size?

(3) How is the erection of the pro-
posed building to be financed?

(4) What is the estimated expendi-
ture for the current financial year?

Passenger Terminal Buildings
(5) Is it also proposed by. the Fre-

mantle Harbour Trust to proceed
at an early date to erect additional
passexiger terminal buildings?

(6) If additional passenger terminal
buildings are being contemplated
what Is the estimated costaof same?

Mr. WILD) replied:
(1) Yes. The existing head office

building is C. Y. O'Connor's
draughting office, built about
1895, and other sections of the
staff are housed in scattered
buildings most of which are very
old. The accommodation avail-
able now is quite inadequate to
meet the growing needs of an
expanding Port.

The new office will provide long
overdue reasonable, modern ac-
commodation for the trust's office,
engineering, and navigation staffs.
from which improved efficiency is
anticipated.

(2) The trust plans to provide ulti-
mnately an 8-storey building at an
estimated cost of £650,000. Money
is available for the first stage of
this project, estimated to cost
£200,000.

(3) From money borrowed direct by
the trust on the open market under
power granted by section 58C of
the trust's Act. This money will
not be drawn from the State's
loan funds.

(4) About £50,000.
(5) The existing passenger terminal

scheme will extend over two
berths when completed. Stage 1.
occupying one berth, Is in use and
the construction of stage H1 to
occupy the second berth is now
in hand. No additional passen-
ger terminal buildings beyond
this scheme are proposed.

(6) Answered by No. (5).

DE-SALINATION OF WATER
Inquiry into Latest Process

24. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) When did the Government com-

municate with the United States
of America seeking information
concerning the latest process for
the de-salination of water?

(2)
(3)

Has a reply been received?
If information concerning the
process has been obtained are the
indications sufficiently promising
to justify a conclusion that
Oeraldton, for example, could be
benefited?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) The last communication was made

on the 21st July, 1981.
(2) Yes. An informative reply was

received on the 31st July, 1961.
(3) Information at band in the de-

partment leads to the conclusion
that as long as it is possible to
draw sufficient water of suitable
quality from underground basins
in reasonable proximity to
Geraldton, this is a more economic
approach than any present known
de-salination process.

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD
Investment in atoinee Valleyj Races

25. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Police:
(1) What amount of money was in-

vested with the T.A.B. for a win
and Place, respectively, on horses
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racing in the Nonga Handicap (2),
and Nonga Handicap (3), at
Moonee Valley on Tuesday, the
4th April?

(2) What amount of money was in-
vested for a win and place, re-
spectively, on the winners of the
above-mentioned events, viz.: Ace
Banner and Radiant Pine?

(3) In what way would the release of
this information four months after
the event was decided, assist any
person, so inclined, to "bull" or
"bear" the totalisator on future
events?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
(1) to (3) Apart from other reasons,

in view of the writ recently issued
out of the Supreme Court by in-
terested parties and awaiting
hearing, the board is not pre-
pared to divulge this information.

Pool Investments and Pro fits

26. Mr. TONKCIN asked the Minister for
Police:
(1) What additional profit has re-

sulted to the TA.B. to the 31st
July. through the application of
subregulation (1) of regulation
No. 36, to pool schemes conducted
by the board on Eastern States
races?

(2) What percentage on the turnover
does this additional profit repre-
sent?

(3) In how many instances has all the
* money in the pools conducted by

the T.A.B. remained with the
board because there has been no
successful investor other than the

* board itself?
Mr. PERKINS replied:
(1) and (2) No separate records have

been kept which would give this
information. However, the hon-
ourable member can rest assured
that the profit made by the To-
talisator Agency Bloard is less than

* that made by licensed premises
* bookmakers.
(3) Apart from other reasons, in view

of the writ recently issued out of
the Supreme Court by interested
parties and awaiting hearing, the
board is not Prepared to divulge
this information.

*METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY
DEPARTMENT

Influence of Operations on Financial
Returns

27. Mr. TONKIN asked the mreasurer:
In comparison with his experience
as Treasurer in the financial Year
1959-60, to what extent did the
operations of the Metropolitan

Water Supply Department exert a.
beneficial influence on his finan-
cial returns for 1960-61?

Mr. BRAND replied:
The net loss to Consolidated Reve-
nue of £162,382 In 1959-60 was re-
duced to £28,234 in 1960-61.

CARPENTRY APPRENTICES
Number in Training

28. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Labour:
(1) What is the number of carpentry

apprentices in training in Western
Australia at present?

(2) By how many is the number short
of what is considered to be the
necessary number?

(3) How many new carpentry appr-en-
tices have commenced this year?

(4) What is the number of carpentry
apprentices who will complete, or
have completed, their training
during this year?

Public Works Department Trainees
(5) How many carpentry apprentices

are at Present undergoing train-
ing with the Public Works Depart-
ment?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
(1) 441.
(2) I am not aware that the number

is short, but a fact-finding com-
mittee appointed by the Minister
for Housing and headed by Pro-
fessor Bowen of the University of
Western Australia is giving careful
consideration to the question of
availability of tradesmen, and its
report will be released when the
findings of the committee have
received the consideration of the
Government.

(3) 91.
(4) 84.
(5) 15.

TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD
Participation in Rosehill Race Meeting

29. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Police:
(1) In connection with the race meet-

ing held at Rosehill, New South
Wales, on the 29th April, did the
TA.B, strictly comply with sub-
regulation (3) of regulation No.
36 when declaring the straight-out
dividend for the winner. Red Tape,
which was bracketed on the course
tote with Harbinger?

(2) What was the total amount of
money invested with the T.AB.
on Harbinger for a win?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
(1) Yes.

()It is taken that, by reason of the
affirmative reply to No. (1), this
information is not required.
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M41ETROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY
DEPARTMENT

Increased Collections and Source
:30. Mr. TON=I asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:
(1) By what amount did the collec-

tions of the Metropolitan Water
Supply Department for the year
1960-61 exceed the collections for
the previous financial year?

(2) Of this amount how much was
received from-

(a) revaluations;
(b) an adjustment of valua-

tions?
Mr. WILD replied:
(1) £:513,074.
Q2) (a) Estimated at £:69,000.

(b) Estimated at £288,000.
ELECTORAL DISTRICTS

Pro gress of Redivision
'31. Mr. TONKIN asked the Attorney-

General:
'1) What progress has been made in

connection with the redivision of
electoral districts?

'2) When is it expected that the com-
missioners will be in a position to
publish the proposed alterations of
electoral districts?

Mr. WATTS replied:
1) I am not in a position to inform

the honourable member of the
stage that has been reached by the
commissioners.

42) 1 am confident that the commis-
sioners will make their findings
without unnecessary delay and
with regard to the times pre-
scribed by the Act.

HOUSING OF TEACHERS
Re-port on Questionnaires, and Proposed

Action
32. Mr. TONKfI asked the Minister for

Education:
(1) Has he seen the report on hous-

ing questionnaires distributed
amongst teachers by the W.A.

* Teachers' Wives' Association?
(2) Does he agree with the findings?
(3) What action is proposed to re-

medy the defects and deficiencies
which have been disclosed and
emphasised by the replies to the
questionnaires?

Mr. WATTS replied:-
(1) No.
(2) Answered by No. (1).
43) The department and the Teach-

ers' Union jointly are investigat-
ing the housing situation at my
request and will, in due course,
report to me. The Government
will then consider what action is

* possible.

BEVERLEY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
Tend ers for Completion

33. Mr. MANN asked the Minister for
Works:

When will tenders be called for
the completion of building at the
junior high school, Beverley, con-
sisting of four classrooms, one
manual training room, toilets, and
cloakroom?

Mr. WILD replied:
This is one of the school works
scheduled for completion before
the commencement of the 1962
school year, but the actual
tender date has not yet been
fixed.

STATE BUILDING SUPPLIES
Disposal of Stocks on Hrand

34. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Industrial Development:
(1) At the date of sale of the State

Building Supplies undertakings
and the railways' mill what were
the estimated values of stocks on
hand at the various mills, timber
yards, and brickworks respective-
ly?

(2) Were any of the stocks on hand
included in the sales; and, if so,
which particular stocks?

(3) What is the arrangement with the
purchasing company concerning
the disposal of any stocks on hand
which were not purchased?

(4) What steps have been taken at
the various places, particularly at
Carlisle, to ensure against the pos-
sibility of stocks belonging to the
Government becoming merged
with stocks produced by the pur-
chasing company and the pro-
ceeds from any sales of such stock
forming part of the revenue of
the company?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) Quantities and classifications

were recorded as at the 30th June,
1961, but check calculations on
valuations at the 30th June, 1951,
of State Building Supplies' stocks
are not complete.
Publication of information on.
stocks at each centre would be of
value to competitors and similar
information has been refused
while State Building Supplies
were operating as a State trading
concern.

(2) In the case of State Building Sup-
Plies-yes, namely, brick stocks.
general store stocks and work ini
progress. All timber stocks at
Banksiadale mill remained the
property of the W.A.G.R.

35
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(3) Stocks not taken over under No.
(2) above are to be acquired pro-
gressively by the company on an
agreed basis under the terms of
the agreement.

(4) Loose stocks as at the 30th June
have in the main been taken over
under No. (2) and No. (3) above.
All other stocks have been identi-
fied and recorded with timber
stacks clearly numbered. In ad-
dition to records held by State
Building Supplies, the company is

* required to safeguard and record
all such stocks and to account

* monthly for further stocks taken
over under No. (3) above. Provi-
sion is made for entry to property
and inspection of trading stocks
on consignment on behalf of the
Government and for inspection of
relevant accounts and records
held by the company.

WILGA COAL LEASES
Lessees and Work Performed

35. Mr. MAY asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Mines:
(1) What leases. are held covering the

coal bearing area of Wilga?
(2) Who holds these leases?
(3) Has any work been Performed by

the holders of the leases?
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) Temporary Reserve 16111- to

prospect for coal.
(2) Western Aluminium No Liability.
(3) Yes--geological and geophysical

field work and test drilling.

PRAWNS AND SCALLOPS
Withdrawal of Australian Pearling

Company from Shark Bay Trawling
36. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for

Fisheries:
(1) Is he aware that the Australian

Pearling Company has decided not
to trawl for prawns and scallops
in the Shark Bay waters this year,
and has taken its plant and
equipment back to the Eastern
States?

(2) If the answer is "Yes," does he
know the reasons for this; and, if
so, will he advise the House of
those reasons?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) I know the company has aban-

doned its plans for Shark Bay, but
neither I nor my department
knows what has happened to its
plant and equipment.

(2) The reasons given by the company
for its failure to persevere in its
efforts are:-

(a) mismanagement at the out-
set of its operations;

(b) lack of suitable berthing in
rough weather;

(6) lack of slipping facilities:
(d) divided control of the coni-

pany's activities between'
Perth and Carnarvon;

(e) insufficiency of capital.
The company stated that it was

appreciative of the offer by the
Government to subsidise berthage,
and of the latter's efforts to assist
the enterprise. It pointed out that
although there was a great poten-
tial for prawn fishing in the area
concerned, because of the reasons
outlined above it was necessary to
close down operations.

GAS COYNE RIVER
Tabling of Furphy Report

37. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) Will he lay on the Table of the

House the Furphy report on the
Gascoyne River?

Proposals f or Water Conservation
(2) Have he and his department made

a full study of this report? If so,
has any decision regarding the
possibility of conserving water in
the Gascoyne River been made?

(3) If the answer is "Yes," will he
advise the Rouse of the scheme to
be adopted?

(4) Uf the answer is "No," when is it
considered that a decision will be
made?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.
(3) and (4) Following the report, in-

vestigations covering the possibil-
ity of conserving water in the
Qascoyne River have been put in
hand and a decision in this regard
should be possible within about
twelve months.
Furthermore, in keeping with the
report, it is proposed to augment
the existing water supplies from
sands upstream of the bridge to
growers by early 1962.
The report was tabled.

SOUTH KALGOORLIE SCHOOL
New Classroom

38. M.- MOIR asked the minister f or
Education:
(1) Has his department plans to re-

place the cloakroom which is now
used as a classroom at the South
Kalgoorlie school, with a new
classroom, this financial Year?

(2) If not this financial year, will he
indicate when it is intended to put
the plan into effect?
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Mr. WAITS replied:
(1) Yes, if funds are available, as to

which the honourable member
will be informed later.

(2) Answered by No. (1).

LOAN COUNCIL

Allocations and Expenditure

:39. Mr. HAWKE asked the Treasurer:
(1) When was the Loan Council

formed?
(2) What were the loan allocations to

each State for the past 10 years?
(3) What were the major items of

Western Australian expenditure
from the Loan Council allocations
over the last five years?

(4) Where were these major items of
expenditure employed?

Mr. BRAND replied:

(1) 1928.

(2) The loan allocations to each State
for the past ten years are suppied
in the list attached.

(3) The main items of Western Aus-
tralian loan expenditure in the
last five years are supplied in the
list attached.

(4) This information is not available
and could not be supplied without
lengthy investigation and analy-
sis.

1,OAK FUNDS ALLOCATED TO COMIMONAWDALTII AND SrATES-952-53 TO 1961-62

-1052-53 1953-54 1954-55 1955-58 1956-57 1057-58 1955-50 1959-130 1980-81 1961-62

£V000 £1000 V000 rawo V000 j £000 £'000 £.000 £000 £'C000
0Ornusonwealth 0,.000 37,200 29,150 88,382 32,150 33,160 35,810 56,080 27,200I 72,9W0
New South Wales 51,178 53,250 47.520 49,950 49,950 52,950 55,030 68,140 60,694 82,298
Victorla........3,7 40,850 37,935 89,000 89,800 42,420 44,200 46,405 48,805 60,076

South Australia......21,825 22,000 20,668 22,550 22,560 23,580 24,500 2-5,386 25,967 25,148
Western Australia a. IS,6l5 14,0 18,600 12,0900 618,900 15,840 18,780 17,700 28,640 19.681
Tastuania...... 18,082 14,450 12.9860 13,400 11,400 12,100 12,590 13,640 34,194 14,498

Total.........190,182 200,000 1580,000 19753,182i 192,000 200 ,000o 2 10, 0 00 1240,000 2-30,000 2-70,000

Source-Loan Council Iteports.
(u) Includes Special Allocation of £25. for Housing. (b) Includes Special Allocation of E225f. for

unemployment relief works.

LOAN EXPENDITUaE.'-18s8-57 TO 1980-45L

1089-_57 1957-58 1058-SO 1960-60 198D-61

pawavs..................3,820,000 2,904,134 3,251,094 3,240,611 2,718,952
Taraways . ... .. ... 111,129 78 ,834 52,185 . 7,01
Stats Electricity Comnission .... 2,100,000 1,240,0W0 1,100,000 770,505 200,000
'Fremanles Harbour Trust............ .. 412,521 584,850 58,817 610,557 700,000
Rarboors and Itivers Generally]%, ........ 281,252 281,048 452,781 150,833 879,647
Sawerage--Perth and Fremanllc...........405,884 392801 56,278 740,732 747,78
Sewerage-Oountry Towns.............71,433 72,542 87.483 96,247 110,257
Water Supplies............. ..... .,09,796 3,412,579 1,637,347 3,986,38 4,312,747
Mbdng.........................252,488 107,020 19S,623 154,800 187,058
Charoal Iron and Steel Industry ............ 185,000 520,000 815,000 133,027 44,000
Development of Agriculture............32,0 45,984 402,552 381,52t. 4813,945
Itaal and Indusitries bank Capital 1,083,144 1 5,000 .. 250,000 436:000
Ruaral and Industries lienk-)elegated Agencies 79,800 377,045 560,660 146,283 457,442
Statle IBuilding. Supplies....... ..... .... .. 10,000 1283,300 358,000 70,000
State Shipping Service 1..I, 164, 325 916,326 282,282 193.239 232,889
state Housing Commlssion............1,550, 000 1,150,000 ],B5407 1,244,725 1,148000D
slate Hotels................................16 ,995 17,270 3,.720 398
State Engineering Works .... 80,000 ,685 FJ 17Public Buildings..................2,847,478 2,80,230 3,53,785 4,685 2117
Lens aud Grants to Local Authorities and Other

Public Bodies.. .................. 75,000 181,72M 204,761 211,211 485,758
W.A. Meat Export W~orks............... 50.aO

00 0  
152,000 0,.000

Eatnana, Area Development ...................... 22,249 9,863 170
Asistasce to Industry...............1,182 ... 13,031 395,174 300,323
1Uiversity ... .. .. 66,488 152,810 347,294
106trolsolitan frawsengelr Transport Truest ... ... ....... 400,000 250,000 380,000
Siradres, I.. .. 118,394 211,406 375,952 234.004 281,427
Peevision for funding Itovenue, Deficits ,, 463,723 1,508,831 570,368 1,432,380 848,7533

18,400,247 17,422,435 18,259,4 193,81 21837
Add fisenunts, REpenses, etc. .. ... .. 67.010 '248,647 107,101 77,218 153,150

Total Expcnditusre.............38,483,186B 17,870,952 18,308,842 10,525,519 20,355,620,
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COMMONWEALTH GRANT
Amount Credited to Consolidated

Revenue
40. Mr. HAWKE asked the Treasurer:

(1) What amount of Commonwealth
grant was credited, in July. to the
Consolidated Revenue Account
under the new method of taking
into that account each month
one-twelfth of the annual grant?

(2) What would the amount for July
have been had only one-fifteenth
of the grant been credited to the
account as was formerly the
practice?

Mr. BRAND replied:
(1) £2,508,166.
(2) £2,006,533 6s. 8d.

TECHNICAL EDUCATION
Provision for Northamn

41, Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) Have any proposals been devel-

oped for the construction at
Northam of a large-scale techni-
cal college or school to serve the
eastern and north-eastern areas?

(2) If so, what are the proposals and
when is construction work likely
to be commenced?

Mr. WATTS replied:
(1) No, except that with an eye to

the future steps have been taken
to obtain land in the area men-
tioned.

(2) Answered by No. (1).

STATE TIBER MILLS AND
BRICK WORKS

Details o1 Losses and Surpluses
42A. Mr. HAWKE asked the Treasurer:,

(1) In what years were losses made
on State timber mills and brick-
works, including the period when
they were merged into State
Building Supplies?

(2) In what years were surpluses re-
corded?

Mr. BRAND replied:
(1) 1931/1932 to 1933/1934.

1939/19 40.
1944/1945.
1951/1952.
1955/ 1956.
1956/1957.
1958/1959 to 1960/1961.

(2) Surpluses were recorded
years--
1913/1914 to 1930/1932.
1934/1935 to 1938/1939.
1940/1941 to 1943/1944.
1945/1946 to 1950/1951.
1952/1953 to 1954/1955.
1957/1958.

in the

STATE BUILDING SUPPLIES'
INCOME

Effect of Government Policy
42B. Mr. HAWKE asked the Treasurer:

How much income, approximately.
was lost to State Building Suip-
plies during the last two finan-
cial years as a result of the Policy
applied to the concern by the pre-
ent Government?

Mr. BRAND replied:
Any loss of income would have
been the result of more competi-
tive quotes from private enter-
prise for business previously
directed to the State Building
Supplies.

V.I.P. HOUSE, WYNDHAM
Cost of Building, Furniture, and Garage

43. Mr. REATIGAN asked the Minister
for Works:
(1) When was the residence, known

as the V.IP. House, situated on
Lot 649, Wyndham, completed?

(2) What was the cost of construct-
ing this residence?

(3) What was the cost of furniture,
including refrigerator?

(4) What was the cost of the garage?

Residents and Period of Qccupancy
(5) Who are the people who have oc-

cupied the V.I.P. residence, and
for what periods?

Mr. WILD replied:
(1) The house on Lot 649, erected to

provide accommodation for Min-
isters and senior Government offi-
cials, was completed on the 9th
May, 1961. Its erection became
necessary with the developments
at Wyndhamn and on the Ord, and
in view of the unsatisfactory
hotel accommodation available at
Wyndham.

(2) The cost of this house was
£8,090.

(3) The cost of furniture, including
refrigerator, was £998.

(4) The cost of the garage was in-
cluded in the cost mentioned in
answer to No. (1) The estimated
cost is £500.

(5) No detailed records are kept of the
periods occupied, hut it has al-
ready been utilised by the Premier;
the Under -Treasurer; Under-Sec-
retary, Premier's Department; the
Commissioner of Main Roads; the
Under-Secretary for Works; the
Manager of the Harbour and
Light Department; and other
Government officials; and I stayed
there on may recent visit to the
north.
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

UNEMPLOYMENT

Tabling of Weeklyr Return, and Premier's
Attendance at Con!ferences

I Mr. BRADY asked the Premier:
(1) Can the Premier state the approx-

imate number of unemployed in
Western Australia at the present
time?

(2) Has the Premier signified his in-
tention to take his place in any
Premiers' conference called to
discuss unemployment?

(3) Will the Premier arrange for a
return to be laid on the Table of
the House relative to unemploy-
ment each week till the position

* has returned to normal?

Mr, BRAND replied:
(1) The only official figures that are

available to me are those which
are published each month by
the Commonwealth Employment
Office. For June, 1961, the total of
those registered for unemployment
was 6,616; and unemployment
benefit recipients totalled 3,561.

* (2) Concerning the conference re-
ferred to. I would remind the
House that Premier Heifron made
a statement suggesting a confer-
ence very soon after the Loan

* Council and Premiers' Conference
was held; and in view of the great
length at which the problems of
unemployment and loan works
were discussed at that conference,

* I could see no point in going back
simply to talk the whole thing over
again, because the position had
not altered in the meantime.

Mr. Graham: Except more unemployed.

Mr. BRAND: Every effort was exerted
by the Premier of each State upon
the Commonwealth to get more
money; but it is presumed that
the Commonwealth has done
everything possible to allocate the

* maximum amount of moneys both
in respect of loan funds and,

* indeed, for the general revenue
fund. It must be remembered

* that the loan moneys are raise *d
within the Commonwealth under
approval by the Loan Council, and
anything over and beyond that
amount of money that is raised

* through loansB must be-to use
a term-underwritten by the
Commonwealth and determined
whether it is general revenue.

* The Commonwealth Government
made it quite clear that, after re-
considering the Premiers' case and

increasing the allocation, it was
prepared to go no further. Later
on, Sir Thomas Playford, I under-
stand, made some suggestion of a
further conference on unemploy -
ment; and my reply to the suag-
gestion was that if a conference
was held I would attend,

Mr. Graham; Very belatedly.

Mr. BRAND: I saw no purpose in going
over there and haggling for hours
and hours over the same subject.
which had been discussed only a.
fortnight before.

Mr. Heal: It would not have meant
much haggling.

Mr. BRAND: At the time Mr. Heifron
asked for the conference the Vic-
torian elections had not been
decided.

Mr. Grahan: So what?

Mr. BRAND: It would seem to me
highly desirable to have all the
Premiers there, but it was made
quite clear at the Victorian elec-
tions that the People of Victoria
were not so impressed with the
case Mr. Hieifron had put up.

Mr. Graham: You had better talk to
some of those Western Australian
unemployed.

Mr. B3RAND: I know the honourable
member wants to make an issue
of it while the going is good. it
is pure propaganda.

Mr. Graham: You have been talking
private enterprise for the past two
years.

Mr. BRAND:
(3) In reply to the third question, as

to whether I will lay a. report upon
the table of the House regarding
unemployment, the official figures
are released from the unemploy-
ment office each month. I am not
able to obtain any information in
the meantime. I consider it quite
unnecessary-in fact, it is just a
duplication-for me to lay the
figures on the table of the House.
When they are released by the
Commonwealth Minister, they are
publicised in every paper of the
Commonwealth.

METROPOLITAN RACE MEETINGS$

Attendances, 1960-1961

2. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Premier:
What are the respective attend-
ances at metropolitan race meet-
ings as shown by the amusement
tax returns for the financial year,
1960-1961?
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Mr. BRAND replied:
The honourable member was good
enough to give me ample notice of
this question. The figures are as
follows:-

Western Australian Turf Club
Attendances

1960
2nd July .... 2,266
9th July .. 1,664

16th July .. ... 1,669
23rd July :.i1,270

6th August .. 2,119
13th August .... .... 1,999
20th August ..1 1,900
27th August ... 1,944

3rd September .... 1,799
10th September ... 1,575
17th September 2,123
24th September ... 1,866

1st October .... .... 1,694
8th October ... 1,440

15th October .. 1,861
22nd October ..... 2,742
29th October .... 2,041
5th November 1,819

12th November 1,959
14th November ... 4,537
19th November ... 1,559
26th November .. 1,936

3rd December 1,918
17th December 1,899
24th December ... 1,597
26th December ... 4,198
31st December .. 4,868

1961
2nd January .. 10,483
7th January .. .. 2,471

14th January .. .. 1,762
21st January .. .. 1,293
28th January ... .... 4,375
30th January .. .. 4,956
4th February . 2,213

1 1th February ... 1,814
18th February .. 2,056
4th March .... .~. 1,683
6th March .. ... 2,536

11th March .. ... 1,576
18th March ... .- 1,851
25th March ... .. 1,853

1st April .- ... 3,315
3rd April .. ... 3,463

15th April .. ... 1,608
22nd April . -.. 1,409
29th April .. ... 1,513
6th May .. .... 1,805

13th May .... 1,537
20th May .. ... 1,810
27th May .. .... 2,112

3rd June ... .. 1,765
10th June .... .... 1,746
17th June .... .... 1,997
24th June ... .. 2,056

METROPOLITAN HOSPITAL NEEDS
Recommendations in Stephenson Report

3. Dr. HENN asked the Minister for
Health:
(1) Has approval been given to recoin-

mnendations in the Stephenson Re-
port concerning metropolitan hos-
pital needs?

4.

(2) Will the Minister be good enough
to table the report?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

(1) No. The report is a very compre-
hensive one, and is one which
requires a good deal of study, es-
pecially the financial implications
of it; and as yet approval has not
been given.

(2) Yes. With your permission, M4r.
Speaker, the report is tabled.

The report was tabled.

Period Covered by Report

Mr. W. IIEGNEY asked the Minister
for Health:

Concerning the reply of the Min-
ister for Health to a question
asked by the member for Leeder-
villa in connection with the Ste-
phenson Report, can the Minister
indicate briefly the year in which
the programme is expected to be
completed?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

The period which the report covers
is up to approximately the end of
the century.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

Retrenchments from Day-labour Force

5. Mr. HEAL asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) What was the total number of
employees attached to the day-
labour force of the Plublic Works
Department as at the 1st May,
1959?

(2) What is the number of employees
retrenched from the day-labour
force of the Public Works Depart-
ment since the 1st May, 1959?

(3) Is it the Government's intention
to further reduce the day-labour
force; if so, by how many?

(4) What is the number the Govern-
ment intends to maintain perman-
ently in the day-labour force?

Mr. WILD replied:

I wish to express my thanks to
the honourable member for giving
me notice of this question. The
answers are as follows:-

(1) 1,608.
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(2) Employees retrenched, 929.
The work force to the 30th
June, 1961, was reduced by
1,268. This is made up as
follows: -

Retrenchments ... 929
Dismissed .. ... 1 6
Resigned ... ... 460
Transferred to

other branches .. 21
Retired or deaths 15

1,431

Less-
Engagements 151;
Transferred from

other branches
12 .. 163

1,268

(3) Yes. There are 67 Albany resi-
dents employed on the Albany
Regional Hospital who will be
paid off on completion of that
project.

(4) It is intended to employ ap-
Proximately 300 men of the
carpentry, bricklaying, plumb-
ing, plastering, painting and
labouring trades. These men
will be subject to retrench-
ment from time to time to
keep the proper balance of
the force.

NATIVES AT ALBANY

Establishment o1 a Reserve

6.Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Native Welfare:

Is he aware of the article appear-
ing in the Albany "Advertiser" of
the 4th August, 1961, headed, "It
Was Harry's Black Thursday"? As
he may not be acquainted with
the article, Perhaps, with your in-
dulgence, Mr. Speaker, I may be
allowed to read a portion of it.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearinan): A
small portion

Mr. HALL: It reads, in Part, as
follows: -

Native pensioner Harry Esper-
ance decided Wednesday was a
very nice day for a party, so he
invited a few friends over to his
hut on the native reserve in
Albany Highway.

The party went very well until the
hut caught fire. As the Minister
is well acquainted with the Posi-
tion of this reserve-which Is In
the heart of the residential area,
the point I would like to make is:
Will he do his utmost to have a
new reserve opened up immne-
diately?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
I have not seen the article in
question, and the speed with which
the new reserve can be opened up
will depend upon the co-operation
forthcoming from the Albany
authorities.

METROPOLITAN TROTTING
MEETINGS

Attendances, 1960-1961
7. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Premier:

What were the respective attend-
ances at metropolitan trotting
meetings, as shown by amusement
tax returns, for the 1960-1061
trotting season?

Mr. BRAND replied:
I had ample notice of the question
from the member for Beeloo. The
list is lengthy and reads as fol-
lows:-

Western Australian Trotting
Association
Attendances

1960
2nd July........2944
16th July ..... 2972
6th August ..... 1340
13th August............3058
27th August...... ...... 3295
3rd September .......3402
10th September .1...2139
24th September ..... 3391
1st October... ..-...... 3996
5th October...... ..... 3444
8th October.......3892
22nd October 3735
29th October .... .. 3383
5th November ......... 3343
12th November 4766
14th November 5590
26th November ... 3919
3rd December ... 4040
17th December .... 4030
24th December .. .. 3787
26th December ..... 6243
31st December ..... 4368

1961
2nd January ........... 97i21
14th January..........4887
21st. January .......... 4217
30th January ....... .... 86151
4th February .......... 4539
18th February 4050
25th February .... .4538
4th March .......4792
6th March --.... 3818
11th March...... .... ... 3883
18th March.......3878
25th March..........3818
1st April ... 5259
3rd April............3729
15th April...... ..... 3194
22nd April........2772
6th May 3658
13th May.............2993
27th May.............3623
3rd June.... ......... 2125
17th June...... ....... 3173
24th June...... ....... 2779
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]Fremantle Trotting Club,
Attendances

1960
9th July ..
20th August ..17th September
15th October
19th November
10th December

1961
7th January ..
28th January ..
11th February ..
l0th April ..
29th April
20th May ..
10th June ....

2546
3009
3696
2780
3485
3493

5439
5129
4293
2797
3271
3591
2586

"BARGAIN SALES"
Government's Intention

8.Mr. ROWBERRY asked the Premier:
(1) Is it the intention of the Govern-

ment to conduct any more bar-
gain sales in the near future?

(2) Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to issue the Minister for
Railways with a hawker's licence?

-Mr. BRAND replied:
I do not think it necessary for me
to answer either of those ques-
tions%.

RAILWAY SERVICES
Cancellations in Metropolitan Area

9. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister- for
Hallways:

Does the Minister know of any
proposals to cancel rail services
in the metropolitan area on Sat-
urdays and Sundays?

Mr. COURT replied:
No; but I will confer with the
commissioner to see whether any
proposal Is under consideration.

DE-SALINATION OF WATER
Tabling of Papers

10. Mr. B3ICKERTON asked the Minister
for Water Supplies:

Arising out of the Minister's
answer to question No. 24 on the
notice paper, dealing with the de-
salination of water, would the
Minister be good enough to lay the
information or the papers ob-
tained from America on the Table
of the House?

Mr. WILD replied:
The honourable member is at lib-
erty to come to my office and per-
use the papers at any time he
likes.

STATE BUILDING SUPPLIES'
PROPERTY

Water Supply Rating Valuations
11. Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for

Works:
What are the latest rating vitus-
tions struck by the Metropolitan
Water Supply, Sewerage and
Drainage Department on each of
the properties owned until re-
cently by the State in the namne
of the State Building Supplies?

Mr. WIL~D replied:
These properties were not rated
prior to the 30th June, 1961. ad
an assessment of the valuations
has not yet been finalised.

OPENING OF PARLIAMENT
Reconciliation of Words in Speeches

12. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Premier:
Would he comment upon or' re-
concile these two features:. last
year the Governor, when opening
Parliament, was required to state-

The past financial year has
also been one of notable pro-
gress. There are signs that
the economy has further
strengthened and that the pace
of progress is quickening.

Since that time the number of un-
employed registered in Western
Australia has increased by some
2,000, and yet last week the
Lieutenant-Governor was required
to state-

The outlook for Western Aus-
tralia is extremely bright.

How does the Premier reconcile
the words which the distinguished
gentlemen were more or less com-
pelled to utter-

Mr. Brand: As they were whent you
were over on this side.
GRAHAM: -with the stark realities

of the situation as revealed by
figures issued by the Department
of Labour?

Mr. BRAND replied:
Even if the Governor, or the
Lieutenant-Governor was com-
pelled to do certain things when
the honourable member's party
was in office, we do not compel
either of them to do anything.
He made the Speech as the Gover-
nor opening Parliament, and he
delivered the Governor's Speech
in the same way as has been done
for many years.
I would simply like to remind
the House that over the last two
years we have employed 6,000
more people; and that our figures,
in relation to employment, are
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equal with the best of the other
States-South Australia-as was
the ease with Victoria in the pre-
vious month.

Mr. Graham: That is not feeding the
hungry people here,

Mr. Bovell: There are fewer uflem-
played now than when you were
in Government.

Mr. Graham: Don't you believe it!

PARLIAMENT HOUSE
Speaker's Control of New Portion

THE SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I
should like to make a statement in con-
nection with the new building. In view
of the fact that the new portion of this
building is now occupied, I think I should
make it clear that it is my intention to
exercise control of the new portion of the
building in exactly the same way as
Speakers in the past have controlled all
that portion of the building consisting of
the Assembly entrance hall and corridor,
and all rooms south of that entrance and
corridor. Strangers must be clear of this
portion of the building 1J hours prior to
any sitting of the Legislative Assembly.

UNEMPLOYMENT
Motion to Discuss Situation.

MR. HAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
Opposition) [5.35 p.m.]: I move, without
notice-

To suspend Standing Orders for the
purpose of discussing the serious and
urgent problem of unemployment,
especially as it applies to men norm-
ally employed in the building trades
industry.

The question of unemployment Is always a
very serious one, and particularly serious
for the men and families who are directly
affected by it. Unfortunately, in recent
years we have seen a tendency-a very
strong tendency-on the part of those who
are anxious to write the problem down to
deal with it in terms of percentages as
against dealing with it in terms of actual
numbers. I think most members in this
House have had sufficient experience of
this sort of thing to know that percentages
can be made to prove anything provided
ane chooses two particular situations to
make the comparison. If one chooses the
right things for the purposes of making a
aomparison, and for the purposes of work-
ing out percentages, one can almost prove
that black is white.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
I must draw the attention of the Leader
af the opposition to the fact that his
motion is not In the usual form, but it
could be correted. Normally the motion
would be worded-

That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as is necessary to enable
a discussion of the serious and urgent

problem of unemployment, especially
as it applies to men normally employed
in the building trades industry.

The second point is that a debate on that
motion must take place on the question of
the suspension of Standing orders and not
on the question to be discussed.

Mr. HAWKCE: Very well, Mr. Speaker,
I will agree to do that. The urgency of
this matter is, I think, beyond question,
Mr. Speaker; and that, I understand, is
what you wish to have discussed-

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Yes.
Mr. HAWKCE: -as against a general dis-

cussion on the problem itself. A general
discussion on the probleM itself would take
Place after Standing Orders had been sus-
pended.

I was setting out to show, Mr. Speaker,
that this problem of unemployment is so
acute and so urgent for the men who are
unemployed, and for the families who are
dependent upon them, as to justify mem-
bers in this House agreeing to the partial
suspension of Standing Orders to enable
them subsequently to discuss the general
problem itself. I have before me official
figures which show that the number of
unemployed in Western Australia-and I
am concerned with the number and not
with comparisons between this State and
some other State, or some other country-
has increased very considerably over the
number which existed twelve months ago.
I understand the number is increasing
every day which, of course, underlines the
great urgency of the matter and the ne-
cessity for Parliament specifically to dis-
cuss the problem as a separate and vital
one.

I know, Mr. Speaker, that later on this
week there would be opportunities to dis-
cuss the problem of unemployment on other
debates; but during those debates, as you
well know, Sir, one can discuss almost any
subject under the sun-

The SPEAKER (Mr Heannan): Almost.

Mr. HAWKE: -and any subject over the
sun if one can look beyond the sun, -We
on this side of the House regard this prob-
lem as being of such urgency and of such
vital importance that we wish to separate
the discussion of it from the general dis-
cussion which would take place in connec-
tion with a hundred and one other subjects
in the debates which would be available
to us in the near future.

I do not know whether members in this
House recall the situation which existed in
Australia some 30 years ago; but if they
do remember it, then surely they-each and
every one-had some personal association
with the problem of unemployment, even
if they were not actually unemployed them-
selves. It is not enough to say that the
problem then was much more acute and
widespread than it is today, or to any that
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today's problem is not. likely to extend to
the same proportions as the problems of
those days.

In support of this motion for the suspen-
sion of Standing Orders, I submit that
unemployment was no worse for an in-
dividual unemployed person in 1931 than
it is for an individual unemployed person
today; and so we have to took at this pro-
blem not from the point of view of per-
centages; not from the point of view of
whether more people are unemployed
Somewhere else;, but from the point of
view of the urgent need of the men and
families who are suffering from this pro-
blem today. From my point of view it
does not matter whether the number Of
unemployed runs into hundreds, thousands,
or tens of thousands: the problem is still
an exceedingly serious one, a very urgent
one, and one requiring, I Should think,
prior attention by Parliament.

We as members of Parliament are sent
here to represent the people in the various
electorates which we represent: and in the
larger outlook, if we can develop it, to
represent the people of the State as a
whole. The first call upon our considera-
tions and upon our discussions should be
that of the people in this community who
are most in need; and outside of the
pensioner classes I doubt if there would
be any section in the community in more
urgent or greater need than the unem-
ployed. The unemployed are not only in
need of work so that they can get more In-
come, but they are also in need of work in
order that they might have restored to
them more self-respect and more in-
dependence.

This is much more than an economic
problem in the broad and deeper Sense;
this is a human Problem in the deepest
sense. Personally I cannot imagine a
worse personal experience for a person to
suffeor, even if he is only single with no
dependants, than the experience of un-
employment. If the unemployed person
has a family dependent upon himn then,
of course, his situation becomes ever so
much worse; and I should say that, easily
the most urgent problem requiring atten-
tion by Parliament at this time is the
problem of unemployment and the needs
of the unemployed and their families in
Western Australia.

I know there are many other pressing
matters-IZ have a number of them listed
here for discussion during the debate on the
Supply Bill, and the Address-in-Reply de-
bate-but none of them can qualify in im-
portance with the problem and needs of
the unemployed people in this State. Unem-
ployment does not cure itself. It is a
problem which requires consideration and
action. I know the Government is spend-
ing all the money it receives, and probably
some which it does not receive from month
to month. However, we could have a very

strong difference of opinion as to whethe
the Government is spending wisely all th
money it receives.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman):. Order
I think we are getting on to the genera
debate.

Mr. HAWKE: There could be a Stroni
difference of opinion as to whether th
Government is spending all the money
receives to the best advantage of thosi
people who are unemployed. The urgeno:
of the problem is, I think, quite apparen
to any member of Parliament who ha
been in contact with unemployed people
I should hope that every member in thi,
House has had some contact with somi
of these people in recent weeks. If wi
refuse to debate the problem; if we sor
of persuade ourselves that the problen
will look after itself, or that someone elsi
will handle it; or that things will be muck
better next year, or in 1970, then we an
failing badly in our duty as public men
because we are leaving with other peopli
a responsibility which might not bi
accepted-a responsibility which shouc
more fairly and squarely be upon our owl
shoulders.

Accordingly I ask members on both side
of the House to support this move for thi
partial suspension of Standing Orders t(
the extent sufficient to enable this problen
of unemployment to be discussed subse,
quently in all its phases. I am sure thal
by suspending Standing Orders, and thu.
allowing a general debate to take place
we will, all of us, become better informed
because any member of this House wh(
closes his mind to the urgency of the pro,
blem, and to its many serious features, i.
a. member who has no right to be here
he has no right at all to be here.

So it is essential in my mind that mem,
bers of the House agree to have Standn
Orders suspended to the extent required
so that each and every member in thi
Chamber can take part in a. debate whici
will feature the wore important phases o
this problem. This will also give member
an opportunity to put forward constructivi
suggestions which might be calculated, anc
could be calculated, to assist the Govern
ment, and all the other authorities whi
are face to face with this problem, ami
who I hope would wish to do a great dea
more in connection with it than has bee]
done in recent times.

MR. BRAND (Greeno ugh-Premier
(5.49 pm.): In spite of your warning, Sit
the Leader of the Opposition was able t,
tell Quite a good story, and was also abi
to get it across. I still say that there is ni
need to suspend Standing Orders becausE
in fact, within a few hours we will hayi
an opportunity of discussing the Supp:
Bill, during which discussion each ani
every member will have a chance to sa:
whatever he will in respect of any prob
lem.
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If it is considered that the unemploy-
ment problem is of such urgency, then
surely that would be a subject which could
be concentrated upon. There will be
numerous opportunities, and no doubt they
will be taken advantage of by those mem-
bers who, in the near future, wish to discuss
such Problems as unemployment, and
others which may be confronting them.

I see no reason why we should agree to
the suspension of Standing Orders: I see
no reason why we should have a separate
debate when, in fact. wve will possibly hear
the same arguments all over again during
the general debate which will ensue on the
Supply Bill and the Address-in-Reply.

Mr. May: What is wrong with that?
Mr. BRAND: There is quite a deal wrong

with it. I see no reason to let the business
of the House pass out of the Government's
hands. I oppose the motion because there
will be ample opportunity for all sorts of
discussion on the urgency of unemploy-
ment; and I hope the House will disagree
with the motion.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [5.51 p.m.]: I hope the
House will agree to the suspension of
Standing Orders as requested by the
Leader of the Opposition. I think the
Premier loses sight of a most important
f act.

Mr. Brand: He does not lose sight of any
f acts.

Mr. TONKIN: Oh. Yes he does! There
are so many questionable deeds done by
this Government, that it will take all our
time on the Address-in-Reply and the
Supply Bill to discuss them.

Mr. Brand: There goes your imagination
working again!

Mr. TONKIN: The Premier will see how
much imagination there is about it when
I deal with some of the answers given by
the Minister for Police to questions asked
of him. There will not be much left to the
imagination then, because I will give the
day and the date for it too.

Mr. Brand: Good!
Mr. TONKIN: But of course that means

little to the Government. We have had
ample opportunity here to assess what
value we can place on the utterances of
the members of the Government.

Mr. Graham: Too right we have!
Mr. TONKYIN: I suggest this matter is of

paramount importance to the State; and
because that is so, it is entitled to be given
a position of prominence, and we should
have an opportunity of discussing this
problem in the time available to us for
discussion as set down in the Standing
Orders, without being obliged to utilise the
time to which each member is restricted
both on the Supply Bill and in connection
with the Address-In-Reply. Is anyone

going seriously to suggest that it is pos-
sible, in the three-quarters of an hour
allowed for the discussion of a motion to
suspend Standing Orders in connection
with the Supply Bill, to talk about un-
employment, and also all the other matters
with which we wish to deal? It is cer-
tainly not possible to do so in the quarter
of an hour permitted to us when we are
in Committee. In order that as much time
as possible should be devoted to this ques-
tion It Is desirable that Standing Orders
be suspended, and that we concentrate on
this matter.

Mr. Brand: Can't you make extra time
as you did last year by moving amendment
after amendment to the Address-in-
Reply?

Mr. TONKIN: When we have to rely on
the Government for suggestions as to how
we should do things that will be the time
to give the game away. We know per-
fectly well what we can do and how we
can do it. That is what we are attempt-
ing to do now, because it is what we
want to do.

Mr. Brand: We won't let you do it.
Mr. TONKIN: I say we are perfectly

justified in wanting to do it this way, be-
cause we regard the subject as of such
paramount importance that we are en-
titled to devote our speeches to that sub-
ject alone. We do not want it dealt
with generally, together with other items
which are crying out for discussion. We
want a debate on the particular matter
of unemployment. That is the purpose
of the motion; and because that is the
purpose of the motion the Premier wants
to stifle it. It does not suit his Govern-
ment to have a discussion on unemploy-
ment alone.

The reason he gave for not acceding
to the request of the Premier of New
South Wales, but considering the re-
quest of the Premier of South Australia,
is a very weak one.

Mr. Brand: Not at all; one was much
later.

Mr. TONKIN: How much later? About
three weeks? Of course that is no argu-
ment at all. As soon as I noticed that
Sir Thomas Playford had made a request
for a conference I said, "The Premier of
W.A. is going to be in a spot now, be-
cause he has just said there was no need
for such a conference as the situation
in Western Australia was not one of
gravity at all."

Mr. Brand: Did I say that?
Mr. TONKIN: No, those were not the

Premier's words, but that is what he in-
tended to convey.

Mr. Brand: I did not.
Mr. TONKIN: What did the Premier

intend to convey? It was a bad situation,
and the Premier did not have time to talk
about it.
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Mr. Brand: I said that we had just
finished discussing the very problem.

Mr. TONKCIN: The Premier said a lot
more than that. The Premier said that
Western Australia, together with one
other State, had the lowest figure of un-
employment in the Commonwealth.

Mr. Brand: A statement of fact.
Mr. TONKCIN: Tt did not prove much.

It would not be much satisfaction to the
the fellows out of work.

Mr. Bovell: The percentage of unem-
ployment is lower today than it was when
your Party was the Government.

Mr. TONKCIN: What does that matter
to the thousands out of work? It would
be wonderful for the Minister for Lands
to go to the men out of work and say,
"Look here you chaps; you ought to take
this position philosophically, because you
know the situation was much worse years
ago." That would be a great satisfac-
tion, would it not? It would be a great
satisfaction to any man out of work to
say to him, "Do not worry, because un-
employment here is no worse than it is in
Victoria, and we share with Victoria the
distinction of having the lowest unemploy-
ment figures in the Commonwealth!" That
may be all right for the statistician, and
for the man who is interesting himself in
figures, but it is of little value to the
families of' the people out of work.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I
think the member for Melville must con-
fine himself to the motion.

Mr. TONKIN: I would have done so.
Mr-. Speaker, had the Premier not side-
tracked me in the way he did.

Mr. Brand: My apologies, Mr-. Speaker.
Mr. TONKIN: I accept the Premier's

apology.
Mr. Watts: It was not made to you but

to Mr. Speaker.
Mr. TONKIN: I am endeavour ing to

emnphasise that there is a matter of
great urgency here to be considered; and
-because of that, we are entitled to seek
the suspension of Standing Orders, be-
cause if we are successful in that move
that will focus attention on what the
situation really is. There is nothing more
calculated to make this Government
spring to it than adverse public opinion.

It is our desire that the public should
be made aware of the situation, despite
the fact that the Premier has endeavoured
to convey an entirely different impres-
sion in the utterances he has made in
connection with the matter.

Mr. Brand: Do it on the Supply Bill.
Mr. TONKINq: I strongly support the

motion moved by the Leader of the Op-
position, that so much of the Standing
Orders be suspended as will permit the
discussion of this question.

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) (5.59 p.m.]:
I am surprised at the attitude taken by
the Premier-

Mr. Brand: Oh no you're not!

Mr. GRAHAM: -in rejecting a move
such as that submitted by the Leader 01
the Opposition. I say "surprised", because
if the Premier bad a proper sense of re-
sponsibility he would permit Parliameni
to discuss the matter. But he apparently
considers this to be a plaything of Party
politics.

Mr. Brand: He is not stopping Parlia-
ment from discussing anything.

Mr. GRAHAM: It is necessary for thE
Opposition to move in connection witk.
this matter, because the Government ha:
demonstrated that it has no interest, ane
no concern whatever, for the underdog
for the ordinary people.

Mr. Brand: You ought to talk abou'
the underdog!

Mr. Roberts: Absolute rubbish!
Mr. GRAHAM: The member for Bun.

bury is useful in moving the gag and ver!
little else.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order
Mr. GRAHAM: It is about nine month'

since this Parliament deliberated on publli
questions; and surely when unemploymen
has reached the staggering figure which i
has, and when the Premier of Westeri
Australia has refused to join or accept the
invitation of the Premier of New Soutl
Wales for the purpose of having discus
sions to see if it is not possible to briwf
additional pressure to bear upon the Coin
monwealth to make further moneys avail
able, there is a duty on the Oppositoi
to use all means at its disposal to impres
the seriousness of the situation upon th
Government.

Surely members will agree with me tha
during the life of this Government ther
has been more perambulating and galli
vanting by members of this Ministry tha:
ever before in the history of' Wester
Australia.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I d
not think the honourable member ca:
relate that to the motion.

Mr. GRAHAM: Allow mue just a fe,
more seconds, Sir, and I am certain I wi
be able to show that it is related to th
point as to why Standing Orders shoul
be suspended, because it is patent to a
of us that every time some big intereE
cares to blink an eye or wave a finge:
members of this Government will burr
and scurry to meet them, oblige them, an
so on. The fact that there are 6,61
registered unemployed in Western AUm
tralia at the present time-

Mr. Court: You had 6,800 when yo
went out!
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Mr, GRAHAM: -and many more
hundreds unemployed and not registered,
and many hundreds who are working part-
time only is of no concern to this Cloy-
ernument. A great number of the thous-
ands whom I have mentioned have wives
and families; and they have commitments,
In other words, there are probably 20,000
Western Australians involved who are
battling and struggling. But this is a
matter of no concern and of no urgency
to this Government-a Government which
runs around with wealthy and financial
interests. In that regard nothing is too
much trouble. However, it is different
when it comes to discussing this matter.

True, Mr. Speaker, the Opposition would,
in part, be critical of the Government;
but, additional to that, if given the oppor-
tunity, members of the Opposition would
endeavour to submit some ideas as to how
the position would be best resolved-and
it would not be a matter of spending
£9,000 or £10,000 to build a luxury house
in Wyndhiam.

Mr. Roberts: Like the hole in George
Street,

Mr. GRAHAM: The honourable mem-
ber should not get on to that or we will
talk about ministerial cars and offices
since this Government occupied the
Treasury bench. It may be that if the
majority in this House agreed with the
Leader of the Opposition we could prevail
upon the Premier to bring pressure to
bear on the Minister for Works so he will
give up the attitude-which appears to be
the position-that he is achieving some-
thing monumental so long as he is regu-
larly and consistently sacking men-men
who stuck loyally to his department when
there were almost unlimited opportunities
offering outside and when there was a
shortage of labour. Those men are being
pushed out Into the cold in their late 50's
and 60's.

The SPEAKEIR (Mr. Heannan): The
honourable member must confine his re-
inarks to the motion.

Mr. GRAHAM: Surely I am making
the point that the position is serious and
getting worse week by week and month
by month: that this is not an academic
question, but that fellow Western Aus-
tralians-men, women, and children-are
suffering extreme hardship. We are sorry
for the plight of the pensioners on £5 per
week and those poor unfortunate beggars
on £3 5$. per week. The additional assist-
ance which they used to receive when
there was a Labor Government in office-
(Vs. 6d. per week-was taken away by this
Government. Yet the Goverrnment is pre-
tending now that there is nothing serious
about the situation-that the matter does
not warrant particular attention being
given to it.

So long as this Government has Its
head in the clouds, associating with the
type of person I mentioned earlier, and

getting undeserved pats on the back adf,
naseamn by the daily Press, it cares not
for the feelings, hardships, and sacrifices:
of the ordinary people of the community.

Surely the sufferings of Western Aus!-
tralians are sufficient cause or reason for,
anyone who considers himself to be a rep-
resentative of the people and who has:
some feelings of his own, to agree to. this.
Proposition. It is true that private mess--
hers who sit behind the Government are-
now placed in a most embarrassing posi-
tion. I would venture to suggest that:
their human feelings would be to support
this motion to allow a discussion on this
serious question at the earliest possible
opportunity, which is now.

But because the Premier has chosen to
take the attitude which he has, it is. of
course, too much to expect that any of
them would support the motion submitted
by the Leader of the Opposition, because
we all understand that a Government, if
it is to govern, must retain control of the
House. Therefore, MY criticism is of the
Premier who has not given, at any time,
any indication whatsoever of a feeling for
the men of Western Australia in the diffi-
cult Plight and circumstances which con-
front them.

Mr. Court: That is unfair comment.
Mr. GRAHAM: Indeed, he and his Gov-

ernment have aggravated the position;
and when leads have been given by the
heads of other States of the Common-
wealth, no attention whatsoever has been.
paid to them by the Premier of Western
Australia. Therefore, the Leader of the.
Opposition is to be commended for initiat-.
ing this move, and I heartily condemn the.
Premier because of his heartless and cal--
bous attitude towards the People who are.
on the lower rungs of the ladder-the-
plain, ordinary working people of Western
Australia-the people who in the final
analysis are Western Australia-not the
Government's Hawker Siddeleys, B.H.P.,
and the rest of it.

Mr. Hawke: Not even your George Rob-
erts.

Mr. Brand: Or your Bert Hawke.
Mr. GRAHAM: If the iron discipline of

the Liberal Party were not operating at
the present moment I have sufficient con-
fidence that there might be several on the
other side of the House who would be pre-
pared to support this motion if they were
allowed a free vote. Unfortunately, the
Premier has spoken: and in the very,
nature of things those who sit on the
other side of the House must fall in be-
hind him.

Mr. J. Hegney: You might be prejudging,
the situation as members on that side of
the House might support the motion.

Mr. GRAHAM: I would be pleasantly
surprised if they did. It would be like a
breath of fresh air to know that those
who sit on that side of the House at least
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have a conscience. It should not require
words from anybody on this side of the
House to emphasise the gravity of the
situation-a situation which, I repeat, is
getting worse and worse, while the Pre-
mier lolls idly back in his seat and cares
not for the misfortune which prevails for
so many of the citizens he has taken an
oath of office to serve. As the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition has said, pro-
mises and assurances from this Govern-
ment mean nothing. Therefore, in the
natural order of things we can expect the
contempt which is being shown by this
Government and its supporters to the
plight of suffering Western Australians.

MR. J. HEGNIEY (Middle Swan) [6.10
P.m.]: I support the motion because that
is the only way we can discuss the question
of unemployment and how it affects the
lives of many people in Western Australia
at present. There is no doubt that it is a
very important and urgent question; and
I should think there are members on the
other side of the House who represent
areas in which there reside numbers of
men who are unfortunately out of work.
Probably these men have contacted mem-
bers on the other side of the House-
members who, in the broad sense, should
get away from the party aspect and allow
Parliament as an assembly to deal 'with
this question. I know this motion re-
Quires an absolute majority, and the only
way this can be obtained is for members
on the other side of the House to support
the motion, so that the problem can be
dealt with.

There is no doubt that it is an urgent
Problem. No-one can deny that. Quite a
number of people have come to me because
they are unemployed; and, unfortunately,
some are migrants. One case I am deal-
ing with concerns a fellow with four cl-
dren. He has had one month's employ-
ment in 22 months. That particular case
brought home to me how serious this prob-
lem is, and this Parliament of Western
Australia at its very opening should deal
with it.

The Premier referred to the fact that
in this State only three per cent, of the
Population is out of work and that that
figure is the lowest in the Commonwealth.
However, that is not sufficient reason for
not discussing the problem so that the
Government can indicate what it proposes
to do about the situation. Today there
was a congregation of persons in Parlia-
ment House grounds-persons who came
here to try to find out what the Govern-
ment and what the Parliamentary Labor
Party are doing to help resolve this prob-
lem.

I know that Gover nments, whatever
their nature, do not desire discussion or
criticism; they want to avoid that. But
members here represent workers in the
metropolitan area-some members on the

other side obtained their seats by the votes
of the workers-and should support this
resolution.

Mr. Grayden: We are going to discuss it
on the Supply Bill.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: The member for South
Perth says the matter will be discussed onl
the Supply Bill. However, I would point
out that there are many other problems
which will require to be discussed during
the debate on the Supply Bill. This As-
sembly should address itself to the unem-
ployment problem alone as it is of un-
doubted importance. Many people have
had their incomes cut down and are fac-
ing terrific problems. Therefore, the mat-
ter is one of urgency with which the Par-
liament should deal.

I have had a lot of experience with
people who have been out of work, par-
ticularly in the days of the depression.
I know the difficulties with which those
people were faced. 1, myself, have walked
the streets when I have been out of work
and experienced the problem at first hand
in my earlier years. I know the position
of the workers who are unable to get em-
ploymnent and take incomes home to their
wives and children. Those people are
waiting for some indication from the Gov-
ernment as to how this problem will be
resolved.

Seeing the Premier is controlling the
revenues of this State, surely he must have
some plans in mind to deal with this mat-
ter. Therefore, the motion before Par-
liament should be agreed to; and I feel cer-
tain there are members on the other side
of the House who will give it their sup-
port.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.

MR. HALL (Albany) L7.30 p.m.]: In
debating the partial suspension of Stand-
ing Orders, I cannot remember, in the
electorate which I represent, having seen
so much unemployment since 1926. At the
moment we have 106 registered unem-
ployed in the Albany district. It would
have teen much greater but for the par-
tial assistance of the Minister for Works,
Under pressure, and a little belatedly, he
did supply us with some revenue to relieve
the unemployment position in Albany by
taking on workers for the sewerage lines
which it was essential should be opened
up.

Perhaps the Premier was not alarmed
at the original figure when he was chal-
lenged about the Eastern States: but the
position has worsened no doubt since he
felt of that opinion. That is very evident,
In my electorate at the time he made his
statement, the jobless totalled something
like 40 or 50. I should say that the effect
on the whole of Australia is so great on
this Question, that the motion moved for
the partial suspension of Standing Ordern
has, without a doubt, a Commnonwealtb
as well as a State bearing.
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The primary producers who sit on the
other side of the House might feel secluded
and protected; but if this jobless trend is
allowed to continue, not only will the prim-
ary Producers be affected by reason of the
fact that their exports are subsidising un-
employment in the Eastern States--

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
The honourable member must relate his
remarks to the motion, which is to sus-
pend Standing Orders.

Mr. HALL: I have been endeavouring to
outline the reasons for the action of the
Leader of the Opposition, and I feel un-
employment is so grave that it should be
singled out as an item for discussion. As
you are aware, Sir, a general discussion
sometimes becomes bogged down with
something affecting one's own electorate,
and the significance and true value of the
Partial suspension of Standing Orders
could be lost.

I say, with all seriousness, that not
since the height of the depression days
-many years ago-have I seen retrencb-
ments in the woollen mills to the extent of
those that have taken place within the
last ten days.

To me that is very alarming, and it is
alarming to the people of Albany and its
surrounding districts. The motion for the
suspension of Standing Orders brings u~s
back to the very serious thought that un-
employment Is going to affect everyone if
its growth is not prevented. The action
of the Leader of the Opposition is not a
foolhardy one and was not decided upon
without serious consideration. Unemploy-
ment is a disease which has been creeping
on us for months, and the problems should
be aired in this Chamber by both sides of
the H-ouse. If that were done I think it
would do a lot towards clearing up the un-
certainty that faces the jobless in this
State,

MR. W. HEGNEY (Mt. Hawthorn) [7.35
P.m.]: I desire briefly to support the
motion moved earlier in the sitting by the
Leader of the Opposition. I express a
contrary view to the member for East
Perth who said he was surprised at the
action of the Premier in refusing to agree
to the motion of the Leader of the Oppos-
ition. I am not surprised. The Premier,
by his apathetic and indifferent attitude
to the proposal put forward by the New
South Wales Premier recently for a con-
ference of Premiers to discuss the unem-
ployment position, leads me to believe that
he, as Leader of the Government-and I
couple with him the other members of his
Government-does, not care very much
about the plight of the unemployed in
this State. With others who, spoke to the
motion earlier, I hoped that at least some
private members of the Government would
support the motion for the purpose of en-
abling this problem of unemployment-
and the chaotic condition in which we
now find ourselves-to be discussed.

The unemployment figures are in the-
vicinity of 1,000 registered unemployed..
There are quite a number of people who,
are not registered and who hope from day-
to day that they will obtain employment,
although it might be of a casual or tem-
porary nature.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Heannan): The
honourable member must confine his re-
marks to the motion.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I will keep to the
Standing Orders and will certainly link up
my remarks with the motion.

Mr, Brand: When?
Mr. W. HEGNEY:* I do not propose at

this stage-and I would be out of order in
discussing in detail the matter of unem-
ployment-

Mr, Brand: You have been out of order
all the time.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I have not been out
of order any more than the Premier when
he made his reply to the Leader of the
Opposition. I repeat that private mem-
bers of the Government-and I would say
here that, more particularly, the priv-
ate members of the Liberal Party repres-
enting metropolitan constituencies-
should at least extend that consideration
to the motion in order to give the House
an opportunity of discussing the position-
because the majority of the unemployed
are, I would say, in the metropolitan area.
Many people in my electorate come to me
from time to time seeking employment
which I1 am unable to provide.

I hope that the Minister for Indus-
trial Development will speak to this motion.
and I hope he will express a different view
to that of the Premier as a result of the
remarks of a number of speakers on this
side of the House.

Mr. Norton: You are optimistic.
Mr. W. HIEGNEY: Recently a. state-

ment appeared in the paper purporting to
be remarks made by tbc Minister for In-
dustrial Development in another State.
We are hoping that a full discussion will
take place on this motion in order that the
Minister for Industrial Development will
be able to be more, decisive and specific in
his remarks. I presume the remarks he
made were correct because they have never
been denied or contradicted. The follow-
ing appeared in The West Australian of
the 27th April, 1961-and this is where a
number of people who now find themselves
without work are entitled to be given
something of a specific character from the
Government-

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I do
not think that has anything to do with
the motion.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: With all due respect.
Mr. Speaker, I am not discussing in itself
the problem of unemployment; I am try-
ing to point out a reason why the Govern-
ment should agree to the suspension of
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Standing orders for the purpose of .deal-
ing with or discussing this question of
unemployment. That is all :1 am doing.
If I may be allowed to proceed, the fol-
lowing is purported to have been said by
the Minister for Industrial Development,
who is a leader in the present Govern-
ment-

The population of Western Australia
would have to rise by 60,000 at least to
cope with investment decisions made
in the State in the past year. Con-
4struction work alone would absorb a
minimum labour force of at least
5,000-

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): The
honourable member must keep to the mo-
tion. I cannot allow any further discussion
along those lines

Mr. W. HEGNEY: If that is so, Mr.
Speaker, I will mention this aspect later
on and, from your point of view, on a more
appropriate occasion. However, I would like
to point out that it appears to me that the
Government, in opposing this resolution,
has shown a disinterestedness, if not a
contempt, for the position in which we
find ourselves today. It has been said, of
course, that the Liberal Party, and those
for whom it stands, want a pool of un-
employment, not of 2.7 per cent., or 3 per
cent. but nearer 10 per cent., so that con-
ditions, margins, wages, and so forth, can
be depressed.

I think we are entitled to have an
opportunity to attend to this question,
because it is of primary importance, and
it shows that up to date the Government
has been most impersonal and indifferent
to the problem of unemployment in
Western Australia. On behalf of some
hundreds of people in the Mt. Hawthorn
electorate, surely as their representative I
am entitled to impress upon the Govern-
ment the advisability, if not the decency,
of agreeing to the motion of the Leader of
the Opposition so that the Government
can point out what, if anything, it is doing
about unemployment, apart altogether
from other subjects which may be dis-
cussed on the Address-in-Reply debate and
the debate on the Supply Bill. If this
motion is agreed to it will enable the Gov-
ernment to point out what it is doing to
'help to solve the unemployment problem
in this State.

We have some Federal members and
'Ministers saying that the squeeze is over,
-and we have other Federal Ministers say-
Ing that the squeeze will be over by Christ-
mas and that then we will return to
-normality. We want to know what State
Ministers think of the position, and when
'the problem will be overcome.

As you have said I am out of order,
Mr. Speaker, in discussing these mat-
ters, I will not discuss - some of the
points I had thought were relevant, be-
cause I would not want to transgress.

However, I complete my few remtarks b:
again appealing to members who represen
neighbouring electorates In the metro
politan area, such as the members fo
North Perth, Leederville, Subiaco, anm
Canning, who are faced with the sam
difficulties, to have something to say oi
this motion. If I am any judge, they hay,
been approached by a number of unem
ployed in their districts-I would be mos
surprised if they had not had some rep
resentations made to them-and I thin]
they are duty bound, apart from part
considerations, to subscribe to the mnotiol
moved by the Leader of the Oppositioi
which, after all, only seeks to have Stand
ing Orders regarding the ordinary rule
of debate suspended for the purpose 0
giving consideration to this most importan
question. I support the motion.

MR. BRADY (Guildford -Midland) [7.4
p.m.)I: I support the motion f or the suspen
sion of Standing Orders in order t
discuss the question of uniemploymeni
What surprised me was to hear the Premie
of the State opposing the motion. I wouli
have thought that the Premier, if the Gov
erment is tackling this proposition as I
should be tackled, would welcome th
motion moved by the Leader of the Oppo
sition so that the whole question could b
discussed and the Government given a:
opportunity to show the people of the Stat
that it is really aware of the seriousness a
the position. However, instead of that, th
Premier has opposed the motion and ha
said that we will have an opportunity t
deal with this matter on the debate u
the Supply Bill.

Mr. Brand: Won't you?

Mr. BRADY: I believe that under th
Supply Bill we will not have an opportunit
of discussing this question, because thex
are so many other major matters of Stat
that require attention. But this is mm,
important because human beings--fles
and blood-are concerned; and as the
are human beings--flesh and blood-
feel It warrants a special motion so ths
we can hear from the Government what:
being done about it.

We know that the number of unemploye
is growing; we know that the figure
approximately 3 per cent. of the workir
force of Australia. In rmy own electoral
the number of unemployed is approx.
mately 350, and every day that number
increasing. This afternoon I asked t
Premier three questions on uneniploymer
as follows:-

(1) Can the Premier state the appro3
imate number of unemployed
Western Australia at the presei
time?

(2) Has the Premier signified his ir
tentlon to take his place in as
Premiers' conference called to dli
cuss unemployment?)
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(3) Will the Premier arrange for a
return to be laid on the Table of
the House relative to unemploy-
ment each week till the position
has returned to normal?

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman):. I think
his matter should be discussed on the
niotion itself.

Mr. BRADY: Very well, Mr. Speaker; I
ball not dwell on that except to say that
he Premier's reply indicated that the
Lumber of unemployed was growing; and
IIt is growing I feel that it is a matter

i urgency for the House to discuss it so
bat we can hear what the Government
nitends to do about such a serious position.

We all know that a few of the unem-
'loyed people in this State marched to
'arliament, House this afternoon; many
if them could not come because they, could
iot afford it. I had occasion to Interview
wo unemployed people who are new-
omers to this country-they have been
iere for only six months and they are
LOW out of work. These people have
oung families and are finding things par-
icularly difficult. One man told me that
.e had come down to the city from the
ountry with a sick wife and had put what
aoney he had towards buying a house.
Ce has been paying £C6 a week towards
be purchase of the house and he is get-
Ig only £6 a week unemployment relief.
lecause of that position he will lose all
hei money he has paid towards his house
-y way of a deposit and the interest, etc.
ie has paid over the last five or six months.
le finds it impossible to get employment.
Lurely these are matters of urgency and
hould be discussed as soon as possible!

11 know that during the debate on the
upply Bill we will have the opportunity
:discuss such matters as water supplies,

,hools, hospitals, railways, and many
thers; but this is a question of human
cings. We should try to give them some
ay of hope and show that the Govern-
ient has some propositions in hand which
1ill help people who are unemployed.
urely we should do something to help
aiem when they are committed to the pur-
base of homes! Some returned soldiers
.om the second world war are out of
,ork and are finding that their savings
ave gone and they are losing the assets
icy had.
We are entitled to discuss these prob-
ins. The figures show that the position
getting worse; it is becoming aggravated.

he return to which the Premier referred
te this afternoon shows that our local
ictories are reducing the number of
3aople they employ, instead of increasing
ie number; and all this is caused by the
ornmonwealth Government's policy of
[]Owing goods into this State-

The SPEAKER (Mr. Heannan): I can-
ot allow a discussion of that sort to take
lace on this motion.

Mr. BRADY: I shall not dwell on the
subject, Mr. Speaker; but I believe that
we should have a full-blooded debate on
the matter so that the Government can
show us what it is doing to ease the posi-
tion. It is difficult to know what we can
discuss on a motion such as this. But
it is a matter of some urgency, and it Is
something that should be discussed beore
anything else. When human beings are
Involved-men, women, and children-
they should be our first consideration; and
in my opinion the Leader of the opposi-
tion was Justified in moving the motion. As
I have said before, the debate on the Sup-
ply Bill will give us an opportunity to dis-
cuss other urgent problems; but as in this
instance human beings are involved, they
should be given first consideration.

I support the motion and I hope It wilt
be carried. I hope many members on the
Government side will support it because,
as an earlier speaker said, their turn is
coming, and it will be within a short
period if something is not done to provide
work for those who are now unemployed..
Something must be done so that primary-
Products will continue to be produced, and
locally-manufactured goods can be pro-
duoed and sold through the warehouses
and the retail shops. Because of that, T'
hope members on the Government side will
have some sympathy towards this proposi-
tion and that one or two of them, at least,
will vote with the Opposition so that we
can debate this subject this evening. If
the Government has given the matter the
consideration to which it is entitled It
should welcome the motion instead of op-
posing it. If it supports our motion I
will feel it is trying to do something genu-
ine for the unemployed. I support the
motion.

MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth) [7.50
p.m.]: I oppose the motion, firstly, because
we will have ample opportunity to debate
the question of unemployment when the
Supply Bill is brought on later this even-
ing. The second reason why I am oppos-
ing the motion is that I believe the Labor
Party is not interested in the unemployed,
but has set itself cut solely to make politi-
cal capital out of the position.

It is a despicable thing to raise the
question of unemployment in this House,
as the members of the Labor Party did
this evening, and allow those in the gallery
to be pointed out by the Leader of the
Opposition and told that the community
looks down upon them and that they lose
their self-respect because they are unem-
ployed. Then, when the House suspends
for tea the members of the Labor Party
allow them to walk back to their homes
whilst, members who are on £2,000 a year
walk into the dining-room to have a meal
for 3s.
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But whal happened to the people who
were in the gallery? They have now re-
turned to their electorates and they did
not have buses to take them back, but
they walked back. That is the position.

Members of the Labor Party have a
vested interest in the unemployed in this
State and in the Commonwealth. They
know that if there are unemployed in this
State they are more likely to keep their
jobs in Parliament.

Mr. Graham: What rot!
The SPEAKER (Mr, Hearman): Order!

I cannot allow the member for South
Perth to continue a discussion along those
lines.

Mvr. GRAYDEN: I appreciate your posi-
tion, Sir. I am mierely pointing out that
there is no reason to debate this motion,
because we will have every opportunity
later to debate the question of unemploy-
mnent, and then we will be able to tell the
people that there are 7,000 more in em-
ployment now than when the members of
the Labor Party left office. There are
500 fewer unemployed in Western Austra-
lia today than there were two years ago
when the labor Party left office.

Mr. Graham: That is untrue!
.Mr. GRAYDEN: They are the facts, and

the member for East Perth knows they are
-true! He cannot dispute them!

Mr. Graham: I do dispute them!
Mr. GRAYDEN: The fact is that there

-are 6,000 more employed now than when
the Labor Party left office. There were
-6,O00 or 7,000 fewer employed when the
Labour Party left office than there are
today. One cannot dispute figures. Royal
,Commissions can be held or any other in-
quiry that one likes, but those are indis-
putable facts. All this has come about,
purely and simply, as a consequence of
the initiative of the Liberal Party in going
-out to attract new industries to Western
Australia. The policy of attracting new
industries means job security.

Mr. Graham: It looks like that, doesn't
It?

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Keep to
the motion!

Mr. GRAYDEN: I was merely pointing
-out, Mr. Speaker, that the Labor Party
Us adopting a policy of pessimism and
defeatism, which is the one thing to
-ensure that this country will sink into an
teconomic crisis. Therefore, for that rea-
~son and for many others, I oppose the
:motion. As previous speakers have said,
we are ratber handicapped because we do
not know exactly what we can say at this
stage, and therefore there is not much
point in saying a great deal. The position
is quite clear, and the facts can be pro-
duced so forcibly that we can well afford
to wait a couple of hours to debate this
matter at length on the Supply Bill. I
oppose the motion-

MR. MAY (Collie) [7.54 p.m.J: I SUP-
Port the motion before the House, and I
propose to give my reasons for doing so.
It seems to me that the Government is
not prepared to accept it and this means
that it is afraid of what might be revealed.
I support the motion because I feel, as a
member of this Chamber, that if I used
my debating time to discuss this subject
on the debate on the Address- in-Reply I
would lose the opportunity I would
have during that debate to discuss all the
other matters that are of importance to
my electorate. That is the real reason
why I support this motion.

For the life of me I canniot see that it
will do the Government any harm to
permit this mot-ion to be passed by this
House. On the other hand, if the Govern-
ment opposes it, I can come to no other
concluasion but that there is some under-
lying reason at the present time which
the Government does not wish to disclose;
unlike the member for South Perth who
has given no reason at all. For my part
I can see no reason why this question of
unemployment should not be discussed as
a matter of urgency, because the fear of
continued unemployment is a nightmare to
the people who are affected. Therefore,
what harm will it do for the Government
to allow this discussion to proceed in order
that the motion may be passed?

Surely members on the other side of the
House will give members on this side
credit for having some brains in giving
their support to this motion for the Gov-
ernment to adopt in order to overcome
this problem. I do not believe that any
Government desires to see unemployment
occurring in this State; but when an un-
employment situation actually exists, all
of us in this Chamber who represent the
people of Western Australia, should do our
utmost to ensure that those people who
are unemployed are given jobs as quickly
as possible so that they might live.

Mr. Graham: This Government could
not care less!

Mr. MAY: I am not going to say that
at this stage, but I might at some latei
stage. At present I am appealing to thE
Government to realise, as we do, that thenc
is an urgent unemployment situation is
this State. it is affecting a great mans
people and many little children, who wil
one day grow up to occupy the positior
that we occupy today. At this early stag(
of their lives they require all the nourish-
ment they can get; but if their fathers arc
unemployed, we all know what will happer
to them in the years to come. I therefon
support the motion moved by the Leader o;
the Opposition.

MR. JAMIESON (Beeloo) [7.58 P.m.)
I support the motion for the suspension ol
Standing Orders to allow us to discuss thi
unemployment situation that exists in thi:
State. In doing so I draw the attention o:.
the statistical minds of the Governmeni
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to the fact that whilst they made much
play on there being more employed today
than there were several years ago, the
cold hard facts are that there are more
people receiving social service benefits in
this State today than there have been for
some considerable time, including the past
10 years. Let those members who keep on
barking about the situation explain that
position and then say that it is not inm-
portant to give consideration to the plight
of those people who are unemployed.

We have seen some of them in the pub-
lic gallery of this House this evening and
they have made representation to their
members for something to be done on theirbehalf. Therefore, surely it is very little
to ask of the Government that it permit a
debate on this question to see what can be
done about it or what the Government in-
tends to do for the unemployed. In these
circumstances. I consider it is most vital
that we suspend Standing Orders in order
that we can give this matter consideration,
and I hope the majority in this House will
support that view.

MR. CURRAN (South Fremantle) [8
p.m.]: I, too, support the move made by
the Leader of the Opposition for the sus-
pension of Standing orders. I believe that
unemployment has reached a most critical
stage, not only in Western Australia, but
all over Australia, and it behoves us in this
State to take a. very serious view of the
matter. It is for that reason the motion
has been moved.

I would like to point nut that in answer
to a question the Premier said that if a
Premiers' conference were called now he
would attend. By saying that, he admits
the situation has now become so serious
that what he was not prepared to do beforeA
he is now prepared to carry out: and
rightly so. That is the reason we are so
concerned about the siutation at present,
because even the Premier himself is alive
to the fact that something must be done
about it.

There is no doubt that unemployment
in this State is growing rapidly. It is cold
comfort to those who are unemployed for
anyone to compare figures of unemploy-
ment in one State with those in another.
Without transgressing Standing Orders,
and so as to prove that the situation
has become critical in Western Australia,
and indeed in other States as well, I would
like to quote from an article which ap-
peared in "The West Australian" of today's
date. It is headed, "Sackings Show Big
Increase". I quote this article to show
the critical situation that has developed in
the matter of unemployment. It reads
as follows:-

The num ber of workers who lost jobs
through retrenchment rose sharply in
the latest six-monthly analysis of
labour turnover issued tonight by the

i Commonwealth Statistics Bureau.

The March total was 2.5 per cent.
of male workers, and 3.5 per cent. of
women workers, compared with 1.1 per
cent. and 1.7 per cent. in March, 1960.

The proportions for workers who left
their employment voluntarily dropped
from 4.1 to 2.7 per cent. for men and
from 4.5 to 4.1 per cent. for women,

Retrenchments of men were heaviest
in the furniture and sawmilling indus-
tries (4.7 per cent.), followed by food,
drink and tobacco (4.3 per cent.),
building and construction (4.3 per
cent.), vehicle manufacturing (3.5 per
cent.), and engineering (2.7 per cent.).

For women the highest proportions
were in engineering and vehicles (8.6
per cent.), textiles (5.2 per cent.), food,
drink and tobacco (4.1 per cent.), and
clothing (2.3 per cent.).

If the members of the Government do
not agree that that article shows that the
motion is justified, and that some time
should be devoted in this House to dis-
cussing the very critical situation that has
developed in this country, then all I can
say is that they are taking a most in-
humane attitude in dealing with this
matter.

When considering unemployment we
must also give some*- cognisance to the
factors that have brought about that un-
employment. It is not only a case of the
misery it entails-and I am sure the Gov-
ernment will realise this too-but it is also
the other sacrifices that must be made by
those who are unemployed.

Anyone who lives in a working-class
district would know that evictions have
become the order of the day. These people
who are unemployed through no fault of
their own are forcibly evicted on to the
street. I am not transgressing Standing
Orders, Mr.' Speaker, but I am trying to
impress on the Government the conse-
quences that wvill ensue if we are not
permitted to deal with this situation now.
Hand in hand with the question of evic-
tions goes the cutting off of electric meters.
This is another misery that those who are
unemployed must face. I urge upon the
Government the necessity to give every
member the opportunity to discuss this
critical situation.

It is of no use saying it will be all right
in the next 12 months. Many years ago
we heard the catcbcry, "Next Year we will
turn the corner." That went on for ten
grim years. We have no justification for
thinking that perhaps next year we might
turn the corner again. This situation
could persist for another ten years. Is
the Government Prepared to do something
about unemployment in Western Australia;
and is it Prepared to give the House an
Opportunity to discuss the situation with
which we find ourselves faced at the
present time? Those are the questions I
would pose to members on the Government
side.
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MR. TOMB (Maylands) [8.7 p.m.): In
rising to support the motion moved by
the Leader of the Opposition for the sus-
pension of Standing Orders to allow a
very vital subject to be discussed, I notice
that the only member on the Govern-
ment side who supported the Premier,
roared and retreated. As a party, we on
this side of the House have no desire to
do any political bargaining with flesh and
blood. Our particular concern is the
plight of the individual who is today un-
employed.

I do not think you yourself, Mr. Speaker,
would say it was unreasonable for mem-
bers on this side of the House. in the
times we are going through now, to ask
that the Government pause for a while in
its deliberations and give consideration to
this most vital subject. I wonder whether
any member of the Government would
have refused to pass the motion moved by
the Leader of the Opposition if that memn-
her of the Government had had an op-
portunity of being in the line-ups trying
to secure work. Had any one of them
bad this experience I feel sure he would
have thought differently. That possibility
Is the reason for some of the flushed
,cheeks that we see. I had thought there
was no blood in the veins of the Govern-
mnent members. There is some colour
there, however, which, if it is not arti-
ficial, shows that they have some blood
in their veins.

I was astounded to hear the Premier say
* we would have ample opportunity to dis-
cuss this very vital subject, both during
the debate on the Supply Bill and on
the Address-in-Reply. This is too in-
'portant a subject to be allowed to be-
come tangled up with generalities, with
other matters that will be discussed dur-
ing those debates. floes any member of
-the Government sincerely think that
'members could give real consideration to
this question of unemployment; that they
could do it Justice while speaking on the
-motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-Reply, or on the debate that will en-
sue on the Supply Bill? There are very
many other vital matters on which we
would like to touch, and it must be re-
membered that our time is limited.

It has been mentioned that we asked
'those ,men who were present in the gal-
lery this afternoon to come up here and
sit around the Chamber-to make fun of
-them, as it were. No request was made
to them by members on this side of the
House. Those of them who were here this
afternoon came of their own accord.
'They are not in a happy position at all. I
was speaking to a young Englishman who
has been out here six months with his
wife and family. It is true they were
furnished with a house by the Housing
Commission; but that young man has
not had a day's work since he has been
here. That is one of the subjects which

could be brought to light if the debate
were allowed to proceed. I support the
motion, and trust that reason may pre-
vail with some of the back-benchers on
the Government side so that this matter
can proceed.

MR. FLETCHER (F'remantle) [8.10
p.m.]: I wish to support this motion for
the suspension of Standing Orders and to
show cause why this issue should be dis-
cussed at this stage and not later. I be-
lieve it is necessary to discuss the unem-
ployment situation now, uncluttered with
any other issue which may be relevant
during the debate on the Supply Bill. I
want to show the necessity for discussing
the unemployment position now by clearing
up any misapprehension that we, on this
side, were responsible for creating a situa-
tion on which we could capitalise.

I emphasise that we did not create that
situation. I would like all members op-
posite, including the member for South
Perth, to know that members on this side
were in no way responsible for the present
situation. We want to discuss the unem-
ployment question now and not later. The
men who arrived at Parliament House to-
day came by their own transport. They
obtained a bus for the purpose and they
went away in that bus. The member for
South Perth implied that we should have
invited them in for tea, but I have no
doubt our chief steward would have raised
an objection. Those men came here of
their own volition in an earnest desire to
have this matter discussed here and now,
and not later.

I wish to take a further point: I am
not anxious to capitalise on this situation
even though my own brother is among the
unemployed. I am very unhappy about the
situation in which he is Placed. Unfortun-
ately, at 46 years of age, he has lived too
long-from the point of view of private
enterprise! Private enterprise wants only
men between 20 and 25 years of age so
that it can get more out of them. These
are the points which should be discussed
now, and not later. The fact that my
brother had worked through the war years
producing war materials for Prosecuting
the war is not taken into account; ahd
now at 46 years of age, he is considered
to. be too old to continue in employment.

We on this side have no vested interests
in the unemployed. We are very concerned
with the incidence of unemployment in
this State. This situation came about not
only as a result of the type of government
which is in office in Western Australia, but
also its Federal counterpart.

To compare the unemployment position
now with the situation that is alleged to
have existed in our term of office is con-
temptible. There are too many people
unemployed in Western Australia and the
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immigration policy is aggravating the em-
ployment situation. These are the points
we wish to discuss now, and not later dur-
ing the debate on the Supply Bill.

I have heard it mentioned there are in
excess of 6,500 unemployed in Western
Australia. Approximately one-third of that
number live in the Fremnantle area and it
is my responsibility to discuss their position
now, and not later, It is the responsibility
of this House to discuss this matter now,
and not later-to discuss it at every oppor-
tunity, including this particular juncture.

Mr. Q'Neil: Is your wife still employed
in Fremantle?

Mr. FLETCHER: That is a contemptible
thing to say.

Mr. O'Neil: You are complaining about
unemployment. If she is not working,
there will be one more job to be filled.

Mr. FLETCHER: I ask permission at
this stage to clarify the position of the
lady referred to. She is looking after the
unemployed, and the victims of the unem-
ployed in that particular area, in the
capacity of an almoner in the Fremantle
Hospital.

Mr. O'Neil: Rubbish! You have been
listening to Paddy Troy too much.

Mr. FLETCHER: I could exploit this
situation if I desired to, but I do not. I
had every opportunity to exploit it, and
the Press asked me to make a statement.

Mr. O'Neil: You have discussed this
matter too long with Paddy Troy.

Mr. FLETCHER: The Press asked me
to make some statement, but I refused
because I did not want to capitalise on
the unemployment situation. I told the
Press that I did not want to say anything
prejudicial to the unemployed because I
was negotiating through letters with the
Premier. He would be honest enough to
admit that I did not say anything to the
Press.

The fact that I was placed in the situa-
tion of having to speak on the Fremantle
Esplanade on behalf of the unemployed,
with Mr. Paddy Troy in possession of the
microphone later is another point. That
does not worry me; but I am concerned
that every member in this Chamber should
discuss the unemployment situation in
Western Australia. I urge members op-
posite to forget their prejudices and be-
ifeve mue when I say that we are not
attempting to capitalise on the present
situation. We do not want unemployment
to exist in this State. The fact that it
does is not the fault of members on this
side. We ask members opposite to support
the motion for the suspension of Standing
orders to enable the discussion of this
problem to take place.

MR. NIJLSEN (Eyre) [8.16 p.m.]: 1
support the motion of my leader. Every
one of us should feel sorry for those af-
fected by unemployment in this State. We
have only to put ourselves in their place
to realise the gravity of their plight. I
remember the conditions of 1932 and the
distress of the people who were unem-
ployed, and of their depend ants. The
sympathy of the Premier must be with
such people, because he is humane in his
outlook.

This is a subject which should be dis-
cussed all by itself,1 without interference of
other matters which affect the various dis-
tricts. Each one of us should put himself
in the position of an unemployed person
with a family to support. flow would we
feel? In our position as members of Par-
liament we have no difficulty in providing
meals for ourselves and our dependants;
we have everything we want, and we have
not the fears of the unemployed. But man's
inhumanity to man can result in countless
thousands more unemployed.

I have vivid memories of the plight of
the unemployed in 1932, during the de-
pression. I told my wife that if unem-
ployed persons came around the hotel at
any time she should give them something-
a plate of soup, or whatever else we had.
The numbers we helped would be astound-
ing.

Having experienced the plight of the
unemployed in those years, I feel that each
member in this House and each person in
Western Australia must feel very sorry for
those of today. Their plight is worse than
that of the old-age pensioner, because the
latter receives £5 a week in social services,
and he has no family responsibility. For a
couple, the weekly income would be £10.
I am not contending that old-age pen-
sioners are receiving too much. But how
do members expect the unemployed to live
on £3 5s. a week? They cannot even exist
on that amount, because it is utterly im-
possible.

My leader was quite justified in bring-
ing down a motion to suspend Standing
Orders to enable a discussion on the u n-
employment position to take place, solely
on its own and apart from other matters.
it seems the Premier made a very great
mistake in opposing the motion, because
he will have two debates on the subject.
The Government has the numbers and its
decision must prevail. If this motion is
negatived we will have a duplication of all
that has been said on this occasion. I ap-
peal to the Premier to give consideration to
this matter from a humane point of view.
Perhaps the Premier will change his mind
and letus discuss the position of unemploy-
ment in Western Australia.

We know there has always been some
unemployment. However, th 'ere are not
many unemployed in my electorate, and
I ama not speaking on behalf of those I
represent. I am speaking on behalf of any
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person who is unemployed, irrespective of
number or percentage, and irrespective of
the number unemployed in any other State
or any other part of the world. It is a
problem for Western Australia; a problem
for the Government; and one for the Op-
position, If it can assist in any way. As
members know, my leader is sympathetic
in this direction, and I am sure the Govern-
ment would receive his co-operation in re-
gard to unemployment in this State or in
any other part of Australia.

I am hoping the Premier will give due
consideration to this matter and not give
us the impression that he is unsympathetic
towards the unemployed. As I have said
before, man's inhumanity to man makes
countless thousands mourn, and nothing
will make a man and his family more dis-
tressed than for that man to be unem-
ployed.

MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara) [8.21 p.m.]:
I support the motion moved by the Leader
of the Opposition that this matter should
be debated at this stage as a matter of
urgency. The reason given by the Premier
for not wanting it debated, and for not
wanting Standing Orders suspended, was
that the problem could be debated when
the Supply Bill is under discussion and
during the Address-in-Reply. We realise
that. It will Probably be discussed as many
times as possible throughout this session,
as it is an important matter.

The member for South Perth became
rather emotionally upset because he
appeared to think the Opposition was put-
ting forward a motion to throw some light
on unemployment. Of course it was.
However, you will recall, Mr. Speaker, that
the Opposition is entitled to do that. It
is its duty to do it, and it is acting within
the Standing Orders as you, Mr. Speaker,
well know. That is why this debate has
been allowed to Proceed. But why the
member for South Perth should get so
emotional over the fact that the Opposi-
tion submitted the motion. I do not know.

Unemployment is a very serious matter.
I am not Particularly interested whether
the figures now differ from what they were
two or three years ago or ten or twenty
years ago. I do not care whether they are
more or less than in 1931. I am
concerned about the fact that this is a
matter of urgency, and the House should
get down to it at the very earliest time in
the session. I think the Opposition is
only doing its duty by suggesting that that
time should be no"' and not during the
debate on the Supply Bill or during the
Address-in-Reply. It can be dealt with
then as well.

Another reason for not bringing, up this
subject during the debate on the Supply
Bill and during the Address-in-Reply is
the fact that the object of the Opposition
is to have a debate on this very serious
matter. The only way we can have a de-
bate on it is the way we propose. To men-
'Jon it during the Address-in-Reply would

not give us any ideas of what the Gov-
ernment or Government supporters have
in their minds regarding this matter. We
want to know what Government members
think. We want to know whether they
care about unemployment or whether they
do not. Those are the things we want to
know; and we assume that if the debate
on this matter takes place those members
will let us know how they feel.

During the Address-in-Reply we all talk
our heads off and receive no answer. We
all know what happens to Address-in-Reply
speeches. You, Mr. Speaker, have no doubt
had that experience. Those speeches are
simply put into Hansard. There is no vote
on the matter. It is the same with
speeches on the Supply Bill.

The Problem of unemployment should
be debated urgently, and that was the
whole Purpose of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in moving his motion to suspend
Standing Orders so the matter could be
brought forward. I think he did the right
thing; and for that reason I support the
motion.

MRt. OLDFIELD (Mt. Lawley) L8.25
p.m.]: In supporting the motion of the
Leader of the Opposition I can only
wholeheartedly agree with the arguments
j .ust Propounded by the member for Pil-
bara on the subject of unemployment,
which the Opposition, generally, desires
to discuss as a matter of urgency. It is
a matter of urgency to the unemployed if
not to anybody else. They are wondering
what the Government Proposes to do to
alleviate the situation: and we would like
the opportunity of being able to put f or-
ward our ideas as to what can or should
be done.

I have no doubt that if the debate is
allowed to ensue some amicable arrange-
ment can be arrived at between the Gov-
ernment and the Opposition in trying to
bring amelioration to those people who
are in need of it at this moment. The
figures relating to unemployment are
quoted from time to time-the number
there are in this State or that State-and
then they are related to the work force
of the State. We all get percentage-wise
and we think we are quite good because
we have only 2.3 per cent. of the work
force unemployed whilst some other State
has 2.5 per cent.

It is not much Comfort to the unem-
ployed of the State which has the least
number of unemployed to think they are
fortunate to be in that State. If a person
is unemployed, it does not matter how
many or how few are out of work. His
main concern is to get work at the
earliest opportunity and be in a Position
to 'take home a pay envelope and not line
up at the Employment Service Bureau
once a week or wait to register and pick
up a cheque from that source. Figures
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can be most misleading. I refer to figures
of unemployment or the percentage of the
work force unemployed.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): The
honourable member will have to confine
himself to the motion and not talk of
unemployment.

Mr. OLDFIE]LD: I realise that; but
these are matters which we want to bring
out in full debate. There are a lot of
people today who are not numbered
amongst the unemployed, because they
have not registered; and, in addition, there
are many people today on short time. The
situation will gradually worsen unless
something is done about it; and unless we
have a debate whereby we can point out
to the Government what we have in mind,
and whereby we can listen to what Gov-
ernment members have to say on the mat-
ter, I am afraid the situation will gradu-
ally worsen until it becomes rather alarm-
ing.

I feel sorry for the people of the age
group mentioned by the member for Fre-
mantle when he spoke of his own brother
-people around 46 years of age. I think
the Minister for Health will recall, from
his own early youth, that men in that age
group were then unfortunate enough to
leave school in the depression of the
thirties. They were unable to get ap-
prenticeships and took what was offering.
They had to leave school because the head
of the house or the breadwinner was out
of work. They were unable to get ap-
prenticeships; and they were unable to
complete their education, even if they
gained scholarships at school. They be-
came an army of unskilled labour, and
only because of the war were they able to
obtain a bit of prosperity. Some joined the
Army. Today this group has reached an
age where they have raised their families
and are now facing adverse conditions.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): The
honourable member must confine himself
to the motion.

Mr. OLDFIEILD: All these things can be
brought forward in a debate. I1 cannot
understand why the Government does hot
agree to this motion in order that some of
its members can advance their views to the
House. It may be that some of them are
afraid to put forward their views, but I
think some people on the other side of the
House are sympathetic towards the unem-
ployed.

But sympathy is not enough. The Min-
ister for Works said some eight or nine
weeks ago when he received a deputation
from the building trades, "You men do
not want sympathy, You want work." But
they still have no work. I am glad to
see that the Minister is taking an intelli-
gent interest in this debate.

Mr. W. Hegney: He usually does.

Mr. OLDFIELD: Therefore, for the
reasons I have outlined as well as I could
under the limitations of the motion, I sup-
Port the Leader of the Opposition in seek-
ing the suspension of Standing Orders so
that we might debate this very urgent
issue.

MR. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) [8.31 p.m.]:
It is obvious that the aim of the Opposi-
tion is to bring about a debate on the
issue of unemployment. All we have heard
in this Chamber tonight has been a caval-
cade of speeches from the Opposition, with
a few brief remarks from the Premier
and an explosion from the member for
South Perth. But surely this has not been
a debate on the issue. If the Opposition
is successful in having this motion carried,
a debate will ensue on the issues involved.
However, if the motion is lost and vie are
forced to raise the issue again during the
debate on the Supply Bill and that on
the Address-in -Reply, we will still not have
the opportunity of a debate on this mat-
ter, because experience has revealed that
the members of the Government are silent
when their Cabinet Ministers are on sticky
'Wickets. They will not air their views. We
know how silently and smugly the Min-
isters can sit in their seats. All the Op-
Position asks is for a debate on this issue,
and the only opportunity of obtaining such
a debate is for this motion to be carried.

A great deal has been said about statis-
tics, but some of us are niot clouded by
such statistics. We have heard that there
are 120,000 unemployed in Australia, 7,000
of whom come from Western Australia.
However, some of us know that those 7,000
are not merely numbers on. a statistics
form, but are human beings with hearts;
and they have mnouths to feed and finan-
cial commitments to meet. We are talking
about People and not statistics.

If we must talk Of Statistics, we must
realise that there has been a decrease in
the working force and an increase in the
unemployed from month to month till
there are now 7,000 out of work. This
illustrates that the number of unemployed
today will be swamped by those who will
be unemployed tomorrow, anid if nothing
is done the position will go from bad to
worse. Therefore, is it not reasonable
that this debate should take place now?
If it is left until later, the Position will
have worsened; we will be trying to paint
the door after the boards have cracked.

I try to be original in what I say, and
I hope the Government will likewise en-
deavour to be Original instead of follow-
ing its leader, who has been responsible
for this man-made depression. Let me
quote part of a recent letter to the editor
of the KalgOOrlie Miner. The correspon-
dent expressed the situation very aptly,
and I1 quote as follows-

Once again, as in the "hungry
thirties" of this benighted century, the
good ship Commonwealth is Ploughing
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her stormy passage through a trough
of man-made depression, and, as be-
fore, her Captain, being approached
to jettison deck catgo, has in effect
replied: "Cargo nothing! That be-
longs to the owners. Throw the steer-
age passengers overboard."

rhese steerage passengers are the 120,000
fellow Australians, some of whom cannot
clutch even the lifebelt labelled "un-
employment benefit, £3 5s. a week." As
time goes on the position will get worse.
The opportunity Is with us now to discuss
the matter. . Let us have a debate imi-
mediately and hear what the Government
will do to ease the plight of these very
unfortunate people.

MR. HAWKE (Northam) [8.36 p.m.]:
Very few arguments have been sub-
mitted in reply to the motion for the
partial suspension of Standing Orders to
enable the subject of unemployment to be
discussed in detail. The contention which
wasp Put forward by one or two speakers
on the other side of the House was to the
effect that this subject can be discussed
during the various stages of the Supply.
Bill and also in the Address-in-Reply
debate. All I need to say in regard to that
contention is to restate what I said earlier
and what has been said also by several
speakers on this side; namely, that any
and every subject under the sun is cap-
able of being debated in connection with
the Supply Bill and the Address-int-Reply
debate.

I think we have all had enough ex-
perience-and this will apply to members
on both sides I would hope-to know that
when there is a wide range in discussion
of a thousand and one subjects, very sel-
dom are any worth-while conclusions
arrived at about any one of them. That
was why we on this side were very anxious
that the subject of unemployment and the
very serious and urgent problems asso-
ciated. with it should be debated separately
from any other question at all: and that
was the reason-the only one-which
prompted us to move the motion which is
now before the House.

I regret very much that the member
for South Perth forgot completely that he
was a member of a deliberative Assembly,
because I still hope that this is a delibera-
tive Assembly where each subject brought
forward can be debated on its merits:
where the arguments for and against can
be submitted with some reasonable hope
that they will receive consideration from
members on each side of the House. Un-
fortunately, the approach of the member
for South Perth would have been More
appropriate to the approach which a
political ratbag might have been expected
to make to the subject.

The same applies, to a lesser extent,
to the interjections from the member for
Canning and the interjection which had
relation to Mr. Troy. All I would do is

remind the member for Canning that the
Minister for Industrial Development in
his own Government a few days ago sent
a bouquet of Western Australian.- wild-
flowers to the Russian Communists stag-
ing an exhibition at the Sydney fair.

Mr. Court: And all international pavi-
lions.

Mr. HAWKE: In conclusion, I hope
that this motion for the suspension of
Standing Orders will be carried because
it will then enable members on both sides
of the House to debate the subject of
unemployment, and the unfortunate plight
of the unemployed men and their families,
in a manner that would be appropriate;
and, as I said earlier today, this subject
of unemployment should have, without any
shadow of doubt, No. 1 priority in the
thoughts and considerations and discus-
sions that take place in this Parliament
during this session.

Question put.
THE SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I

would point out that, to be passed, this
motion will require a constitutional
majority.

Division taken with the following
result:-

Mr. ]Bickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Curren
Mr. Evans
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hawke
Mr. J. Hegney
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Jamileson

Mr. Howel
Mr. Brand
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Crommelin
Mr. Orayden
Mr. 'Guthrle
Dr. Henn
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lewis
Mr. Mann

Ayes.
Mr. Neal
Mr. Norton

Ayea--21.
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Moir
Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Otdfteld
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Toma
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. May

(Teller.)
Noes-23.

Mr. W, A. Manning
Mr. Naider
Mr. Ntmrno
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. O'Nel
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Roberta
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. 1. W. Manning

(Teller.)
Palms.

Noes.
Sir Roes MoLarty
Mr. Burt

Majority against-2.

Question thus negatived.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS

On motion by Mr. Brand (Greenough-
Premier), ordered:

That the House, unless otherwise
ordered, shall meet for the despatch
of business on Tuesdays and Wed-
nesdays at 4.30 p.m.. and on Thurs-
days at 2.15 p.m., and shall sit until
6.15 p.m., if necessary, and, if re-
quisite, from 7.30 p.m. onwards.
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GOVERNMENT BUSINESS
Precedence

On motion by Mr. Brand (Greenough-
Premier), ordered:

That on Tuesdays and Thursdays,
Government business shall take pre-
cedence of all motions and Orders of
the Day.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION
Appointment

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Premier)
[8.47 p.m.]: I move-

That for the present session-
(1) the Library Committee shall

consist of Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Tonkin and Mr. Crommelin;

(2) the Standing orders Com-
mittee shall consist of Mr.
Speaker, -the Chairman of
Committees, Mr. J. Hegney,
Mr. Owen, and Mr. Guthrie;

(3) the House Committee shall
consist of Mr. Speaker, Mr.
May, Mr. Jamieson, Mr.
Roberts, and Mr. W. A.
Manning;

(4) the Printing Committee shall
consist of Mr. Speaker, Mr. I,
W. Manning, and Mr. Row-
berry.

MR. JAMESON (Beeloo) L8.49 p.m.]I:
I wish to speak briefly to this motion
because I feel this is the appropriate time
to clarify certain matters in connection
with our Rouse Committee and its func-
tions. Earlier this evening, Mr. Speaker.
you made a statement in connection with
the authority of the area of the new build-
iug and I wish to refer to the implica-
tions of your statement.

I do not think the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion, the Premier, or any other person
who has an office suite in that part of
the building, was meant to be completely
cut off in the way that has been done
as a result of your statement. You have
prohibited strangers from being in any
of those corridors I1, hours before the
sitting of this House or thereafter whilst
this House sits, as has been customary
with certain other areas within the pre-
duects of the House. That might prove
to be impossible because the Leader of
the Opposition may wish to see certain
people up here, and the Premier may find
it necessary to have people up here whom
he must see in his suite.

I think the statement may have to be
reviewed to some degree before it can be
workable under the present set-up of the
building as it is now constituted, and it
would no doubt be your prerogative to
have a further look at this matter and to
decide in what way it can be modified to

suit the conditions which will have to
apply in so far as these people are con-
cerned.

I would like to hear-seeing that I am
one of the nominees for the House Com-
mittee-whether any member has any
particular worries in connection with the
proposed new building, because unless this
matter is discussed at this juncture, and
unless matters are brought forward by
members at this stage, then they must
forever hold their peace; because after
the planning stage has passed, there will
be no turning back with regard to altera-
tions. I know that the Government in-
tends to push on with the building. It
has signified its intention to the House
Committee;, and surely it is up to any
member to have his difficulties aired at
this juncture, or afterwards be silent on
the matter.

Your statement has concerned me, Mr.
Speaker, in that it will limit these people:
and, in effect, the interview rooms or mem-
bers' rooms on the lower ground floor
would be of little use if members had to
bring some constituents to interview them
during the time the House was sitting. I
feel sure that would be far too stringent
a limitation on members in view of the
accommodation now being provided; anid,
of course, it was provided to alleviate to
some extent the position that we have had
in the past.

Surely if there is a room available for
a member to interview his constituents he
should be able to use it after the time
mentioned in your statement-I refer to
either Opposition or Government mem-
bers. In my view, a member should be
able to interview his constituents even
though the House may be in session, and
it should be the prerogative of a member
to take them to the members' rooms; and,
if he has the freedom of such a room, to
interview anyone who 'May wish to see
him.

I feel that some thought will have to be
given to the exact position before a final
decision is made in regard to this ques-
Lion.

MR.. MAY (Collie) 18.51 p.m.]: As one
of the nominees for the House Commit-
tee, I wish to support the remarks of the
member for Beeloo. I feel sure that in
the statement you issued this afternoon,
Mr. Speaker, you overlooked the circum-
stances that could and will arise as a re-
sult of your statement. I do not think
there is any disagreement with the fact
that you are in charge of this portion of
the building, and I think we should take
cognisance of that fact. But the point
raised is the inconvenience that would be
caused as a result of Your statement that
there are to be no strangers in the cor-
ridors from lA hours before the House
meets. That means that if an elector de-
sires to see his member, or business people
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desire to see him, they will not be able
to do so within the area mentioned in
your statement.

Like the member for Beeloo, I feel that
you should have another look at the state-
ment to see if some other arrangements
can be made to get over the problem of
a member interviewing his constituents
even while the House may be in session,
Even the Premier and the Leader of the
Opposition are concerned in this matter,
and I think you should make sure that
no inconvenience is caused to members in
the matter of interviews. I support the
remarks of the member for Beeloo.

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) [8.52 p.m.]:
Whilst I appreciate that there are a num-
ber of Persons Present- this evening, no
doubt with the desire of listening to some
of the more important public issues to
be debated, because of the challenge thrown
out by the member for Beeloo, that if any
members have any feelings with regard to
the apportionment of the extensions to
Parliament H-ouse and other things appur-
tenant thereto, we should speak now or
we will have no justification for complaint
in the future, I desire to address a few
remarks to this particular matter.

I felt proud to have been a Minister of
-the Hawke Government which decided,
after a regrettable lapse of some 55 years,
that steps should be taken to complete
Parliament House. But I must confess that.
in view of the situation which is developing,
-had I been aware then of the existing cir-
cumstances, and those contemplated. I
would have been a Minister opposed to
the expenditure of money on this venture.

Let me preface my remarks by saying,
that a metropolitan member, who is at all
times available to his people directly-
unlike a country member, who quite pro-
perly spends some time in his constituency
and some time in the, metropolitan area
attending to public matters-As here every
day of the week, and Parliament House
becomes his place of business. He re-
quires an office, and somewhere to place
'his papers, records, and the rest of it, in
order to be able to do his business.

Conditions over the past have been
most unsatisfactory;, but we find that
when the building is completed-and I
mean completed and not only the exten-
sions to which we are moving at the
moment-we will still have the position of
four, five, or six members having to occupy
one room;, in other words, that will be the
course for all time, because this is to be
the completion of Parliament House.

In those circumstances no private mem-
ber will be able to say that he has a chair
and a table of his own in this building, or
some place in which to do his business,
carry out his research, and interview his
constituents and people from many other
quarters as well. I say that that is a
shocking state of affairs. As is known,
every junior in Government employment

at least has a table and a chair of his
own, and some cupboard into which he car
place some of his papers.

I confess that after a period of 18 years,
almost to the day, as a member of Parlia-
ment, I have accumulated some thousands
of pieces of paper, pamphlets, documents,
and important records; but I have nowhere
to place them. I have all of the statute
that have been issued, all the reports of
parliamentary debates, and other papers
on shelves, book cases, and the rest of it
at home. But in the matter of filing and
proper recording tt becomes absolutely
impossible; therefore, once in a while it
becomes necessary to have a bonfire; and
papers, valuable and otherwise, are de-
stroyed.

I repeat: Private members for ever and
a day will be In the position of perhaps
having to use a drawer-a. small drawer
in a table-which will be shared by any-
body and everybody, What I am about
to say could be misconstrued; but it would
appear that if the present thought is to
prevail the staff will be reasonably catered
for-I am speaking of the ultimate, when
the building is completed-and I think it
will be found by and large that practically
every member of the staff, irrespective of
position, will have his own individual office,
or her own individual office, with all the
appurtenances thereto; whereas members
of Parliament will be compelled to under-
take the serious and important work
which is their responsibility, and a. great
deal of which is highly confidential, either
because of its. personal nature or of its
tremendous importance, in the few rooms
set aside for their use.

I would be the last to seek to deny
anybody accommodation to which they
thought they were entitled; but I submit,
through you, Mr. Speaker, and to those
members of the House Committee we are
about to appoint, that if the final plans
of Parliament House do not provide sufck-
ent room for those of us who arc required
to work here, surely there should be -some
equitable basis of sharing the accommoda-

tion that is available.
'Nobody can substantiate-to my satis-

faction at any rate--that junior or senior
clerks of this Parliament and other mem-
bers of the staff, male and female, are
entitled to individual offices, some of which
are of considerable dimensions, whilst
simultaneously, members-and after all is
said and done those who are members for
the time being are Parliament-are com-
pelled to work under the conditions I have
outlined. If there is a shortage of accom-
modation, that is unfortunate; but surely
there should be a sharing all the way round
of the accommodation that is available.

I know I run the risk of incurring the
displeasure of some members of the staff
when I say that, by and large, the work of
the members of the staff is co-related;, and,
if Smith, Jones, and Brown were accom-
modated in one large room they would
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probably suffer no inconvenience whatso-
ever; because, as I have said before, their
work is inter-related. However, as is
known, a great deal of the work of a
member of Parliament is completely con-
fidential in view of the nature of things.
Therefore, if there are two separate com-
partments available, a member of Parlia-
ment should receive the first consideration.

Now if what I say is taken too literally
there could be disaffection among the staff,
and I would say that my relationship with
the staff is extremely cordial and I desire
that it should continue in that fashion.
I am disappointed with the building as it
is. Perhaps, to some extent, that is my
fault, in common with other members, in
that we did not give sufficient study to
the plan.

I think it will be found that the majority
of the rooms in the new wing are far too
large for any individual occupant, whether
he be a member of Parliament or a member
of the staff. In other words, provision
should have been made for a greater num-
ber of smaller rooms. In fact, I feel that
the ceilings are far too high and there
could have been, within the existing
framework, another floor provided. Half
a dozen steps up or half a dozen steps
down, as the case may be, would not have
caused any great inconvenience to anybody.

I mention these paints here and now
because I have spoken on many occasions
to members of Parliaments and members of
the staff about them. I wonder who,
among the general public, including those
who are in the gallery at the moment,
would think that among all the private
members not one of us has even a chair
that he can call his own or a table at
which to do his work: that the only
accommodation for the placing of papers
is a small box somewhat smaller than a
butter box and that there is no provision
for shelves or anything alse for the con-
venience of the private member.

In other words, the existing accommoda-
tion is a higgledy-piggledy community
affair; and, as members are aware, most
delicate situations occur almost daily
concerning those cases which are brought
to the attention of members of Parliament.
We know that people approach us when
they are iii distress and break down in
tears because of the particular troubles
confronting them.

I have had the experience of discussing
personal aff airs with a woman in the one
single room that we have at the momnent-
and the situation will not be much better
in the new quarters-whilst at the same
time another member was entertaining
several friends from the country over a
couple of glasses of ale or something ot
that nature. That has all been going on
in the one room, and those are the condi-
tions in which parliamentarians are ex-
pected to carry out their duties.

I hope the House Committee Will give
some further consideration to the general
situation and will prevail upon the Govern-
utent and its. architects to have another
look at it to see if it is possible for more
individual rooms to be constructed in the
proposed new wing. Unfortunately, if that
is found to be possible, and it takes place,
such provision will be made at the other
end of the building which will entail a
great deal of inconvenience for members
because all records and papers are kept
at this end:'

I trust I have offended nobody as a
result of my remarks; but I wish to make
it Perfectly clear that I for one-and after
all I represent only a passing phase, be-
cause Parliament continues on and one
member is here today and gone tomorrow
-1 am here now as a member of Parlia-
ment and I believe that any member, be-
cause of the responsible position he
occupies, is entitled to something far
better than he has at the moment and far
better than he is likely to have in the
future if the present plans and disperse-
ments of the offices are adhered to.

I could speak at great length on this
matter, but I will conclude by emphasising
the point which I men tioned earlier:
that there are building plans, and if proper
accommodation is not made available be-
fore this building as we know it is com-
pleted, then for all time members of
Parliament will suffer hardships and in-
conveniences which they should not be
called upon to do in order that they may
not pacify their personal whims but are
able to serve the public in a more proper
manner than they otherwise could.

Surely we must visualise the growth of
the population of the State and also an
increase in the present number of mem-
bers of Parliament; and when that stage
is reached it will mean that instead of
one member sitting on another's knee, two
or three members will be sitting on an-
other member's knee and the situation
will be maintained that a member of
Parliament has not even a small chair or
a table of his own. I hope I have made
my position quite clear in regard to my
dissatisfaction wvith the extensions to
Parliament House.

MR. TONKIN (Melville) [9.8 p.m.):
During the course of his remarks the
member for Beeloo drew attention to
something which, if it is not corrected
now, may lead to considerable difficulty
later on. It has been the custom in this
House, ever since I have been here, for
Ministers to receive deputations in the
Ministers' Room, which has necessitated
strangers coming within the precincts of
the building and proceeding to the Min-
isters' Room.

On occasions, the Leader of the Op-
position has found it necessary to receive
deputations during those hours when
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Parliament is sitting and I anticipate that
that necessity will continue. Rooms
have been provided in the new section of
the building for the Premier, the Leader of
the Opposition, the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, and other members, who will
require to use those facilities during the
period which, according to your statement,
Mr. Speaker, will be a prohibited period
for visitors. That seems to me to be
creating a difficulty which is entirely
unnecessary.

Surely some way can be found whereby
these facilities which have been. provided
at some cost can be availed of to the full.
I think it is highly desirable that some
arrangement should be made; otherwise
we are going to arrive at a situation where-
by one has either to wink one's eye at
what goes on or grant special dispensation
to certain favoured people. That would be
bad under any circumstances because it
would give rise to dissatisfaction.

With the member for Eeeloo, I consider
that attention should be given to this mat-
ter in order that some arrangement can
be made in the interests of everyone, to
Permit the continuance of the practice
which has been followed formerly. Who
is going to be advantaged. if visitors are
not to be permitted to enter the new por-
tion of the building in order to go the
Premier's room, or the Leader of the Op-
Position's room?

Members of Parliament ought to be dis-
creet enough not to be talking about con-
fidential business in the corridors; if that
is to be the danger which might exist
while strangers are coming in. It is the
fault of the members if they are talking
about something which they do not want
the strangers to know. I see in it no reason
for excluding strangers, to their inconven-
ience, and to the inconvenience of Minis-
ters, and other members who desire to
have them present for the purposes of
discussion.

You will know, Mr. Speaker, because I1
am certain you have availed yourself of
the facility at times in the past, how
necessary it is sometimes when a Hill is
under discussion for a Minister to receive
a deputation in connection with some as-
pect of it. If he has to put it off till the
next day it may be too late. So arrange-
ments have to be made to make it possible
for representatives of various bodies to get
in touch with Ministers or members of
Parliament during the period the debate is
-ensuing.

I would suggest that this matter-and I
am grateful to the member for Beeloo for
raising it-should receive some attention
before some regulation is made which can-
-not be altered because the time for raising
objection is passed. I have no desire to
delay the business of the House any fur-
ther, but I do support those members who
have indicated that some further consider-
:ation should be given to this question.

THE SPEAKER (Mr. flearman) [9.12
p.m.]: I will read to the House the state-
ment I made. The member for Beeloo
asked me about it and I showed it to him.
Other members have not seen it, however.
so for their benefit I wfll read it. This is
what I said:-

In view of the fact that the new
portion of this building is now occu-
pied, I think I should make it clear
that it is my intention to exercise con-
trol of the new portion of the build-
ing . . .

and I would like members to mark these
words-

in exactly the same way as Speakers
in the past have controlled all that
portion of the building consisting of
the Assembly entrance hall and cor-
ridor, and all rooms south of that en-
trance and corridor. Strangers must
be clear of this portion of the build-
ing li hours prior to any sitting of
the Legislative Assembly.

Mr. Graham: That means the whole of
the new wing?

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): The
point it that we have members' common
rooms both in the old portion and in the
new wing and strangers have been kept
from those common rooms when the House
is sitting. If we are to have members'
common rooms, we cannot very well have
strangers in them. It has not been the
practice in the past. I would like to em-
phasise the words "in exactly the same
way. .; which means the Leader of the
Opposition, the Premier, and others will do
the same thing that they have done
previously.

MR. OLDFIELD (Mt. Lawley) [9.15
p.m.]: I would like to endorse the remarks
made by the member for East Perth re-
garding the future additions to the build-
ing, especially the suggestion that more
rooms, of a smaller size, be provided
for the use of members, so that they may
have their own tables and drawers in which
they can leave confidential papers.

One aspect that does concern me deeply,
Sir, is your attitude to the use of the new
building. If you are going to lay it down
that strangers must be clear of that new
wing 1 * hours prior to the House meeting,
we might just as well not have had the
wing built at all, because we cannot use
it to advantage. I understood the idea of
the additions to Parliament House was to
have some convenience whereby members
could interview their constituents or any
other Person who wished to interview a
particular member. It appears that pri-
vate members in this Chamber are still
going to be restricted to interviewing
strangers in the Strangers' Room, as has
been the case for the last 50 years. This
is a most undesirable and unsatisfactory
state of affairs.
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Sometimes, as you well know, Sir, that
room is overcrowded. Quite often there
have been four or five members interview-
ing people while a couple of other mem-
bers and, sometimes, members of the Press
have been enjoying a glass of ale. It is
the only room we have in which we can
interview our constituents during the sit-
ting hours of the House, and also including
the 11-hour period to the House sit-
ting.

Accordingly I feel, and in this I am not
alone, that if we are not going to be per-
mitted to use the new wing, the building
of it has been a waste of public money.
To take your message literally, Sir, it
could virtually mean that the secretary
and the typiste of the Leader of the Oppo-
sition must be clear of those corridors 1fJ
hours prior to the House meeting.

I know You have said that this control
will be exercised as it has been in the
past. In other words, you are saying, Sir,
that the leaders of the parties, and
Cabinet Ministers, will be privileged and
allowed to have strangers in their rooms,
and to take them through the
corridors during prohibited hours. That
might have been all right in the past.
when we did not have the accommodation,
and when the only way one could reach
the Premier's room was by going through
the Speaker's corridor, coming through
the ante-room and down the corridor on
the Government side of the House. Like-
wise, unless people use the side entrance
from the car park to reach those premises
recently occupied by the Leader of the
Opposition, they also have to use the
Speaker's corridor.

I can understand that when we were
labouring under difficulties of insufficient
accommodation, the Speakers of the past
found it necessary to permit certain things
to be done which probably should not have
been done, and that was for certain mem-
bers of the public, by and large, to be
Permitted to traipse up and down the
Speaker's corridor.

I fail to see what harm there could be
during the so-called prohibited hours if
the hail potter ushered strangers through
the Speaker's corridor, down the corridor
on the northern side of the Assembly wing
and down to the ground floor, if the mem-
ber is accustomed to using it, or into the
wing immediately behind this Chamber. I
fail to see what harm there could be in a
stranger being ushered into the office in
which the member desired to interview
him.

No doubt the time will come--especially
when the building is completed and some
of the staff arrangements as they exist
now are rearranged to take up accom-
modation which will, be available in the
central section-when certain members will
be allotted certain areas in the central sec-
tion, and when some of them will more or
less assume the right to certain rooms and
certain tables and chairs.

It will become known to the telephonist
and to the hail porter, and other mes-
sengers, that a certain room and a certain
table is that used by a certain member.
and if they wish to contact him they will
ring through to him. If the hall porter
wishes to contact him he will either ring
or come down and say that somebody is
there to see the member and ask what he
should do about it. The member will no
doubt suggest that he usher the stranger
through to the office, partcularly if there is
no other member present. It is the most
convenient method.

I must therefore protest strongly against
your ruling that members of this House
will not be Permitted to use the portion
of the new premises for what I consider
they were designed for, during the sittings
of the House and 14 hours prior thereto.

MR. MOIR (Boulder) [9.21 p.m.]: I
must express my profound disappointment
at the set-up with which we are confronted
after the completion of this section of
Parliament House. As is the case with
other country members, I have suffered
disabilities for many years, because we
have nowhere to keep our papers, unlike a
metropolitan member who has the advan-
tage of keeping his Papers at home. The
Papers, written material, and research
papers of country members have therefore
to be kept in their homes in distant elect-
orates; in my case, in Boulder. There is
no space in Parliament House available for
this purpose. I felt sure that when the
new section of the building was com-
pleted, facilities, in the form of a cabinet,
would be made available to members for
the safe keeping of their papers.

As you are aware, Mr. Speaker, it is very
awkward for a country member to carry a
vast quantity of material when he has to
travel backwards and forwards to his elect-
orate. In the past there has been a grave
lack of facilities provided for private
members, so much so that your prede-
cessor in office made available a section of
his suite to enable members to write
letters and work in reasonable quietness.
without the interruption of telephones. I
understand this facility will be withdrawn
and members will be expected to do their
work in their rooms. There is only suffi-
cient accommodation for four members to
a room; and at least six members will
occupy them. We are aware that not all
members will be occupying their rooms at
the same time.

Another matter which affects me greatly
has been mentioned by other speakers;
that is the lack of facilities and accom-
modation for interviewing our electors.
Sometimes they approach their members
of Parliament on most private matters.
Previously the Strangers' Room was avail-
able for use, but because of the lack of
accommodation its use was open to other
people. This room is far from private or
satisfactory when members of Parliament
wish to discuss Private business with their
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electors. In answer to a query, one mem-
ber of the House Committee informed me
that the Strangers' Room will not be
available to members after this session, as
a consequence of the additions and in-
creased accommodation. We will then
have no place for a member to interview an
elector, except the lawns of Parliament
House. Even then we might have to keep
on walking to be out of earshot of other
people.

When People from my electorate find
themselves in difficulties and seek help,
they automatically think of their mem-
ber of Parliament. We should, therefore,
have accommodation to interview them,
out of the hearing of other people. The
statement which you, Mr. Speaker, have
just made to the effect that 1* hours
before the House meets, strangers will
have to be out of the corridors, makes the
position impossible. I was astounded to
hear you say that in effect the leaders of
the parties will be able to take people to
their rooms during that time. This ruling
draws a sharp distinction between mem-
bers holding office and the ordinary mem-
bers of Parliament. It puts the ordinary
members in an invidious position. In
a democratic Parliament, which this is
supposed to be, such a practice is very
wrong.

MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara) [9.26 p.m.]:
I rise to speak on a couple of matters: in
the main those introduced by the member
for Heeloo when he threw out the chal-
lenge and said, "Tell us now or else for-
ever hold your peace." I took that state-
ment to refer to the allocation of accom-
modation in the recently completed por-
tion of Parliament House. I might remind
him that a similar motion comes before the
House every year. If, at any time, a mem-
ber feels inclined to say anything on such
a motion he is entitled to do so.

It was stated that the House Committee
could not be guided unless members spoke
on matters which concerned them, so as
to give the committee some idea of
what they wanted. With all due respect
to that committee, I remember speaking
on this motion last session, when a
number of matters were brought up. I
was looking through the discussion in Han-
sard the other day, but I do not know that
the House Committee has seen fit to bother
about any of the suggestions which were
made, or to put them into effect so far. I
hope that the members of the House Coin-
mittee will, on this occasion, look into the
suggestions Put forward by members, and
in doing so turn back to the discussion
on the motion moved last session.

one of the matters I referred to was the
urgent need for a duplicating machine. I
still believe it is urgently needed, particu-
larly as only two typistes are available to
members of Parliament. Many of us need
copies of correspondence, questions, and
pieces of literature from time to time. Of

course, the typistes are tied down to their
ordinary typing work. it does not seem
difficult at all to obtain such a machine.

Mr. Jamie son: Do you mean a copying
machine?

Mr. BICKERTON: Yes. I referred to it
as a duplicating machine.

Mr. Jamieson: We obtained a new dup-
licator last year.

Mr. BICKERTON: The type I had in
mind was a machine which could make
photographic copies of documents, If the
House Committee is in doubt about what
I referred to, I shall be available to show
its members exactly what I have in mind.
Such a machine would be an asset to all
members.

I agree with the remarks relating to
accommodation at Parliament House, and
with much of what the member for East
Perth said. As those matters have been
covered I shall not go over them again.

I would like you, Mr. Speaker, to clarify
the point you made, to the effect that one
and a half hours before the House meets,
strangers will not be allowed anywhere near
the new section. To repeat what has already
been said, I gathered the impression that
the temporary strangers' accommodation
we had-which was very inadequate for
interviewing strangers--was something
we had to put up with until such time
as the new wing was opened. Now the
new wing has been opened, it appears
from your statement, Sir, that we have to
continue interviewing people in that room.
Sometimes three or four members with
guests are present at the one time.

I also understood you, Sir, to say that the
Premier, the Deputy Premier, the Leader
of the Opposition, and the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition would be exempt from
your ruling. In other words, they could
have strangers in their rooms, but mem-
hers could not take anyone to the rooms
for the purpose of interviewing them, but
would have to take them to what we
affectionately refer to as the dungeon.

If I understood you correctly, it seems
rather unfair, because private members'
business, so far as their constituents are
concerned, is just as important as that of
the senior members of the parties who
have individual rooms; and if strangers
are allowed in them, those members are
exempt from your ban. I was wondering
why private members are not to be treated
in the same manner.

THE SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman) (9.30
p.m.]: The members' rooms which are
available to members in the new wing are
common rooms and not Private rooms.
That, to some extent, I think, is the griev-
ance some members raised here. If members
want additional accommodation for stran-
gers, additional strangers' rooms will have
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to be provided. So long as we have com-
mon rooms1 we can only apply the same
rule as in the past; and the same rules
must be applied to private members' rooms
as in the past. It is true there is a
distinction between the rooms of the Pre-
mier and the Leader of the Opposition. 1
think there always will be. They have a
priority and need to take strangers to their
Private offices:, whereas the question of
,strangers in common rooms is one that
has been frowned upon in parliamentary
circles for many years.

MR1. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) (9.32
p.m.] I desire to make a few comments on
this matter. Complaints have been made
by members that they did not get the
accommodation they thought they would
get. It is well known that when the ques-
tion of the additions to this building was
being discussed, and when it was intended
by the then Treasurer that money would
be made available, the House Committee
of the day gave its attention to this ques-
tion from time to time. It consulted the
architects; and before the building was
finally proceeded with the plans lay in
the corridor for weeks on end so that
members could scrutinise them. Mem-
'bers were then implored to make any
comments they liked for the purpose of
improving the accommodation about to be
made available to them.

There is no doubt that the accommoda-
tion that has become available is infin-
itely superior to that of members of
Parliament who have gone before us dur-
ing the past 50 years. There is no ques-
tion about that. Therefore, we have made
a considerable improvement. However,
the building is not yet completed; and
w'hen it is there will be a private members'
room and further rooms for party meet-
ings, and so on. I do not think any of the
members who will be here at that time-
six or eight years hence-will have much
to complain about.

I understand that in the House of
Commons, accommodation is directly
vested in the Speaker; and the main
reason for that is to protect the rights and
privileges of members and to see there are
no inroads on members at improper times.
Whilst that may not apply to any great
extent in this Parliament, in the bigger
Parliaments, such as the Commonwealth
Parliament, when important debates take
place on amendments to the Customs Act
and big problems are involved, we know
there is a tremendous amount of lobbying
and members have to be protected from
the onslaught of persons who are in-
terested in influencing the vote in a
certain direction.

I understand that is the reason for this
provision. Members have to be pro-
tected from inroads of strangers alter a
certain hour on sitting days. That is
applied in respect of the portion of the

building where we have our meals. After
3 o'clock in the afternoon one cannot
take a stranger there for refreshments;
and that has been the practice in this
Parliament since it began. Therefore, I
do not think there is a great deal to com-
plain of in that respect. There are four
members to a room, one of whom is to
be a member of the Legislative Council.

Mr. Graham: There are four tables, but
more than four members.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: If three or tour mem-
bers were sitting down writing, there
would be no others there unless a member
went in for a confab, because there would
be no table at which to write. Sometimes
members prepare speeches; and if I took in
a stranger a discussion would ensue anid
it would cause some difficulty to the
other men in the room.

I know from my own experience-and I
think other members have had this experi-
ence too-that it might be a very legiti-
mate excuse to say, "I am sorry I cannot
let you stay any longer." Having had an
interview, that person would have to repair
elsewhere. Commonsense has to prevail
and authority has to reside in some person.
In this instance it resides in the Speaker;
and from what I see of it in practice it
works out all right. I doubt whether the
Speaker is going to stick religiously to the
letter of the law when people are behaving
themselves and where there is a certain
need for a person to be taken to the Min-
isters' rooms or the Leader of the Opposi-
tionl's room or even to the room of a mem-
ber. That is something that can always
be got over.

I think we can make mountains where
they do not exist. The authority resides
in the Speaker; and it is the only authority
about this part of the building. It is
tradition, so far as the Speaker is con-
cerned. Personally, I think it should
continue in regard to accommodation. I
san not one who will desire a large amount
of accommodation. in days gone by we
loaded ourselves with Mansard. Now, how-
ever, we have got rid of that idea. In days
gone by I have known members to feed
their coppers with Hansards instead of
making use of them. A useless amount of
printing went on. Hansar~d is available on
the shelves for the use of members, and it
is only a matter of contacting a clerk
about the place by ringing a bell; and there
is no doubt that our clerks are most oblig-
ing. Any information contained in Hansard
is readily available to members.

When the building is completed it should
be much better than it is now. There is
one man in this building who has done
much to try to improve conditions, apart
from the Treasurer of the day-Mr. Hawke
-who made the money available. I nam
speaking of the time when the then Leader
of the Opposition-now the Premier-
bitterly complained about the accommoda-
tion available to him. He sought by every
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ways and means to try to improve his
accommodation with very genuine grounds
indeed. However, he has advanced since
then and does not have to worry about it,
although he never knows when he might
have to go back to the opposite Position.

Mr. Graham: Next March.
Mr. Brand: I am ever mindful of the

possibility.
Mr. J, HEONEY: If he does go back to

such a position, he will have a much
better suite of offices than those which
he vacated last time.

MR, ROBERTS tBunbury) [9.41 p.m.]:
I feel that some members opposite are
making a mountain out of a molehill, be-
cause it must be appreciated that some
years ago, as the member for Middle Swan
has lust indicated, the plans were received
by the Joint House Committee of which
I have the privilege of being a member.
Those plans were hung in various parts
of Parliament House for membiers to view
and criticise where necessary.

It must not be overlooked that the pre-
sent accommodation in this particular
wing of Parliament is purely of a tempor-
ary nature, and the House Committee is
doing its level best to satisfy everyone with
limited accommodation. So far as mem-
bers of this Assembly are concerned they
have practically the same facilities as they
have had for the past 50 years, with the
exception of two rooms--the old writing
room near the old post offie;, and the
reading room. We have a lot more facili-
ties in the new portion of this building
and it is not the intention of the House
Committee-and I feel I am right in say-
ing this--that those rooms should remain
as common rooms. The intention of the
House Committee is that ultimately -each
member of Parliament, although he w ill
be sharing a room with a colleague of the
same political colour, will have a desk and
a filing cabinet. That is the intention;
but, unfortunately, as every member real-
ises, all of a sudden the House Committtee
was presented with the demolition of that
old iron structure, and things had to
move. Facilities of a makeshift nature
had to be provided, but I am confident
that ultimately every member of this
Parliament will be satisfied with the
accommodation he will have. But it will
take time.

At present the rooms are not members'
rooms. As the Plans originally indicated
there were to be members' rooms and
interview rooms. For the time being mem-
bers will suffer some inconvenience, but
I can assure them that the R-ouse Com-
mittee is fully cognisant of the fact that
members will be inconvenienced until such
time as the remainder of the proposed
building is completed. So I ask members
for a little forbearance, and I feel con-
fident that you will, Mr. Speaker, in view

of the statement you have made and the
subsequent explanations, administer the
new part of Parliament House as you have
die old section.

MR. W. A. MANNING (Narrogin) [9.44
p.m.]: As a member of the Joint House
Committee I feel I should say a few words
in response to what has been said to
date. It seems to me that members are
overlooking the fact that the additions
which have now been opened are but
approximately a third of the ultimate.
Unfortunately, we have to carry on the
same amount of work, and the same num-
ber of staff and the same number of mem-
bers have to be accommodated at the
present juncture as we will presumably
have, with perhaps minor alterations,
when the whole of the new extensions
are completed. This must bring about a
great deal of temporary difficulty. At
present the upper floor has been totally
taken over by Hansard. They are more or
less in their permanent places. They
have taken a large portion of the new see-
tion because they have to be accommo-
dated to carry out their work.

At present, it is true that the members
of Parliament are those who are suffer-
ing most, However, we must remember
that what we are providing now is very
much better than the accommodation
which has been provided in the past. I
would not say that that means a great
deal, because what we have had in the
past has not been very good. However,
it is an improvement.

Mr. Graham: A very minor one.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I1 would sug-
gest that if members were about today
and desired a place to write or interview
anyone, they found plenty of accommoda-
tion in the members' room. Today is a
typical day, I take it, and there has been
no difficulty securing a place for an inter-
view or to write. We do not all want the
rooms at the same time, and I think that
with the forbearance we have had in the
past we will be able to get along quite
well for a little while longer; and, as I
have said, eventually each member will
have a table and a filing cabinet.

Mr. Graham: You are only in Perth
a couple of days a week.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: The situation
with regard to country members has been
pointed out already by the member for
Boulder, so I will not repeat it. However,
I would again say that members had the
opportunity of studying the proposed plans
and would know by a very casual glance
that there was not to be a room provided
for every member of both Houses. That
was never contemplated and was not in-
cluded in the plan. Therefore members
cannot be disappointed at this particular
time-especially those who have been here
for some time-because there is not a room
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for each member. So I feel that that mat-
ter can stand over until the additions are
completed.

With reference to your ruling,, Sir, in
regard to stangers about the corridors, and
so on, I feel that this situation can, with
a little forbearance, be readily overcome.
We do not expect strangers to be wander-
ing around in the building, but if they are
escorted by a member or a steward into
one of the rooms, I cannot see that any
difficulty is going to arise. I feel that we
are jumping hurdles before we reach them.
Perhaps it is a good thing that the matter
has been aired in this way because it has
given members of the Joint House Com-
mittee an opportunity to hear the views of
members, which views will be kept in
mind by members of the committee in fut-
ure planning and arrangements.

Question Put and passed.

SUPPLY BILL, £25,000,000
Standing Orders Suspension

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Treasurer)
[9:48 p.m.]: I move-

That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as is necessary to enable
resolutions from the Committees of
Supply and of Ways and Means to be
reported and adopted on the same day
on which they shall have passed those
Committees; and also the passing of
a Supply Bill through all its stages in
one day; and to enable the business
aforesaid to be entered upon and
dealt with before the Address-in-Reply
is adopted,

MR. HAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
Opposition) [9.49 p.m.]: I am not sup-
Porting this motion at this stage. There
are some matters of such great Public
interest, upon which much more in-
formation should be made available to
members of this House, as to justify me,
and I hope others, in refusing to approve
of this urgency motion at Present. It Is
also Probably Poetic justice that the Gov-
ernment, which was responsible today for
defeating an urgency motion which we
tabled, should now find an urgency motion
of its own receiving some opposition. The
main subject upon which some information
should be made available is undoubtedly
the subject of the sale-

Mr. Graham: Give-away!
Mr. HAWKE: -of the State Building

Supplies at bargain prices by the Govern-
ment to an enormously wealthy overseas
company.

Mr. Graham: Scandalous!
Mr. HAWKE: On opening day, by way

of a question without notice, I asked the
Premier whether it was the intention of
the Government to place upon the Table
of the House a copy of the agreement

of sale in connection with the State
Building Supplies. On that occasion the
Premier gave what I considered to be
a somewhat casual and unsatisfactory
answer. He said the Government would
give some consideration to the question.

Well, today has come and there has
been no move on the part of the Pre-
mier or any other Minister to table the
agreement; and we. as members of the
Opposition who are vitally concernedi in
this matter-as are most members of the
general public-are considerably in the
dark as to what this agreement actually
contains. I should have thought that the
Government. to reduce opposition and to
allay suspicion, would have been anxious
to place a copy of this agreement upon the
Table of the House last Thursday.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): Order!
The Leader of the Opposition should re-
late his remarks to the motion that
Standing Orders be suspended.

Mr. HAWKE: Yes, Mr. Speaker. My
word-inost directly and heavily! I am
Pointing out that there is no justification,
or not sufficient justification, for the sus-
pension of Standing Orders to proceed in
the normal way with the motion preli-
minary to the introduction of the Supply
Bill and subsequently to the consideration
of the Supply Bill itself.

As you would know, Mr. Speaker, this
Supply Bill will ask Parliament to vote
millions of pounds of public money to the
Government for expenditure under head-
ings which are covered by the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund on the one hand and
by the General Loan Fund on the other.
We consider the Government should not,
in this rush manner, be given the right
at this stage to get that approval and
to put the necessary loan through this
House in the one sitting-in this sitting
-until members of the House have been
given considerably more information
than they have been given up to date in
connection with all the conditions of sale
by the Government of the State Building
Supplies to the company in question.

I think members of the House would be
lacking in their duty, if not recreant to
it, if they were to approve of this motion
to suspend the Standing Orders to the
extent required to enable a Supply Bill
to be passed through all stages In the one
sitting. As we know, the question of vot-
ing supply of public moneys to a Govern-
ment for expenditure by the Government
is a tremendously important duty coming
upon the shoulders of members of Par-
liament. Members have to be abundantly
satisfied not only that the money which
is to be voted will be wisely expended in
the public interest, but also that in the
previous period-that is the last seven
months-the Government has adminis-
tered the affairs of the State Justly and
reasonably and also in the public interest.
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In this matter of the sale at bargain
prices of the State Building Supplies we
feel that the public interest has not been
protected and safeguarded. We feel that
the public interest has been very seriously
sacrificed.

Members: Hear, hear!
Mr. HAWKE: All we know, Mr. Speaker,

so far about the conditions of the sale of
thi State Building Supplies is, broadly,
that the Government has sold the concern
at about half of its reel value. The sale
price, as I have read it In the newspaper-
and that is the only guide I have had in
the matter-is approximately £2,200,000.
Well, the State Building Supplies were
made up of, I think, at least the timber
mill, three brick-making yards, and a con-
siderable number of other assets including
a modern drying kiln at Manjimup and
timber yards in quite a few suburbs of the
metropolitan area; and I am positive, from
my own personal observations of some of
these properties, that the concern as a
whole was worth at least double £2,200,000.

Members: Hear, hear!
Mr. HAWKE: Therefore, Sir, you will

clearly see, and see immediately, that
the public interest in Western Australia
has not been protected: that the people
of Western Australia have been ex-
ploited by the members of this Govern-
ment to the extent of at least £2,000,000
in the figure at which this concern was
sold by the Government to a tremendously
wealthy Private company.

Mr. Court: That is only Your idea, of
course.

Mr. Graham: The Liberal Party funds
will get a donation, I bet.

Mr. HAWKS: The Minister for Indus-
trial Development says, "That is only my
idea, of course."

Mr. Rowberry: That's what he thinks.
Mr. HAWKE: Of course it is my idea.I am standing up to express my ideas and

my views and my opinions.
Mr. Fletcher: So is the public.
Mr. HAWKE: So the fact that the Min-

ister for Industrial Development disagrees
with them makes me feel all the more
certain that my views and my ideas are
far more correct than his. I was amazed
this afternoon to hear the Minister for In-
dustrial Development say-and I hope I am
not misquoting him-that the sale price of
the Banksiadale railway mill was about
£200,000. 1 repeat, £200,000!

Mr. Court: I mentioned the figure of
£250,000, and that is the amount that the
railways are being credited with.

Mr. HAWKE; Let us say £:250,000. I
should think, Mr. Speaker, that you, being
a representative of a south-west electorate,
would have had a look at the Banksiadale
mill during the past two or three years,

If You have done that, then I am sure in
my own mind that you would know that
this mill, with all of the assets associated
with it, would be worth at least three
times £250,000.

Members: Hear, hear!
Mr. Court: Plain nonsense.
Mr. HAWKE: At least three' times

£250,000.
Mr. Court: I am afraid you have no

idea of the commercial value of these
things whatever.

Mr. HAWKCE: I have visited this mill
twice in the past four weeks; and whilst
not claiming to be an expert in regard
to the valuation of a timber mill I would
say that this timber mill would be worth
at least £750,000 in anybody's money.

Mr. Court: You would never get anybody
to pay it. You would be battling to get
them to pay what we got for it.

Mr. Jamieson: They are not paying any-
thing; you could not have battled very
hard.

Mr. HAWKE: Here is the Minister for
Industrial Development trying to bluff us
into believing it will be difficult for the
company which has bought the State
Building Supplies to pay what it has agreed
to pay for the concern. Can members
imagine anything sillier than that?

Mr. Court: I never said anything of
the kind.

Mr.' HAWKS: This concern has at
capitalisation of over £300,000,000.

Mr. Court: But that does not mean to
say it will pay crazy prices for things.

Mr. HAWKE: Of course it will not pay
crazy prices, but, unfortunately for the
people of Western Australia, it has found
a Minister of this Government who has
been susceptible to such approaches as it
has made, and others have made on its-
behalf to sell the State Building Supplies
to it for half the real value, or maybe for
only one third of the 'real value.

Mr, Court: It has been sold for a fair
and decent price.

Mr. HAWKE: We have had enough
experience of the Minister for industrial
Development through the years to know
that when he makes a decision that de-
cision is 100 per cent. right, 100 per cent.
perfect, and 100 per cent. foolproof and
beyond any possibility of successful ques-
tion or successful argument.

Mr. Tonkin: And having done that he
proceeds to deny you access to the papers.

Mr. HAWKE: I am sure it would be
acceptable to you, Mr. speaker, before you
put an end to the dialogue, it I return to
the main thread of the argument which I
am putting up against the motion by the
Premier to suspend Standing Orders to
allow the Supply Bill to be passed through
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all its stages at the one sitting. I suggest
that it does not need much practical
knowledge, or much skilled experience as
a valuator, but only a reasonable amount
of comnmonsense, to know that six large
timber mills, three large brick-making
works, and all the other assets which are
involved would be worth far more in terms
of the value of money today than
£2,200,000. I would remind the Minister
for Industrial Development that the £
Australian today is not worth much,
whereas mast of these assets were estab-
lished when the £: was worth a good deal
-prior to 1949.

We have seen from the figures which
we have been able to get up to date that
the State trading concerns were, for the
People of Western Australia, good revenue
earners; they were earning the people of
this State substantial revenue throughout
the years, and in addition were paying
substantial sums in interest each year on
the capital which was invested in them.
More important than that, they were act-
ing as a police force in keeping the prices
of timber and bricks, down to reasonable
levels in Western Australia.

Mr. Court: How do you follow that one
through?

Mr. HAWKCE: The only time I have
known the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment to be dumb, verbally-

Mr, Graham: That's different.

Mr. HAWKE: -was when I wrote a
letter to The West Australian newspaper,
some four or five weeks ago, asking a
question about the guarantee of security
for the employees of this concern. There
was one other occasion when he was verb-
ally dumb and that was when the judges
of the Full Court unanimously issued a
judgment in connection with the electoral
boundaries case; but as the matter is now
sub judtce I do not propose to follow that
line any further.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I do
not think you could relate it to the motion,
either.

Mr. HAWKS: No; and that is why I
am not proposing to try to take it any
further, Mr. Speaker. These matters very
directly and very materially affect the
interests of the people, the welfare of the
people, and the good name of Western
Australia, too. Surely if the Government
had nothing to hide in this matter, apart
from the sale price, it would have tabled
this agreement at the first opportunity,
which was last Thursday. But the Gov-
ernment did not do that. I put a ques-
tion without notice to the Premier asking
whether the agreement would be tabled,
and I have already told members of the
casual and unsatisfactory answer which
the Premier gave to that question. Today

Jis the normal time for the tabling of
papers; but that has gone and we have

seen no action on the part of the Premier,
or any other Minister of the Government,
to table the papers, or even a copy of
the agreement of sale.

Mr. Graham: They are ashamed of
themselves.

Mr. HAWKE: Surely the representatives
of the people in this Parliament are en-
titled to see the agreement of sale, or a
copy of it! Surely the members of the
Public are entitled to know of the con-
ditions in the agreement of sale! From
the actions of the Government in this
matter, anyone would think that these
timber mills and sawmills, and all the
associated assets were the property of the
Premier and the Minister for Industrial
Development to be sold by them at bar-
gain Prices as it pleased them! I would
remind them that these great assets were
the property of the people of Western Aus-
tralia. and not the property of this Gov-
ernment.

It is no wonder, when a Bill was before
this Parliament last session-and I use
this only by way of illustration-to try to
establish a law making, it obligatory for
any proposed agreement of sale in con-
nection with a State trading concern to be
approved by Parliament, that the Minister
for Industrial Development led a vigorous
action against the Bill and, of course, was
responsible for having it defeated. One
could understand his wanting to be an
absolute freelance, as it were, in dealing
with the assets of the people-assets which
have been built up over a great number of
Years. These State timber mills and State
brickworks. as you might know, Mr.
Speaker, were established way back in the
year 1911, and were continued in active
and successful operation by everyj Govern-
ment, irrespective of political colour, since
that time until the present Government
came into office.

I know it has been said that the mem-
bers of this Government, or at least the
Liberal Party section, announced the sale
of these State trading concerns as an
item of their election policy at the last
election and, consequently, they could
claim that they received a mandate from
the people to sell these concerns. I do
not agree they did: but, for the sake of
taking the argument a bit further, let us
admit that they did receive a mandate
from the people to sell these concerns to

.Private enterprise. Surely they are not
going to argue that they received a man-
date to sell these concerns at any old price
at all-

Mr. Bickerton: I'll say they didn't!
Mr. HAWKE: -to wealthy, powerful,

private interests!l If we concede for the
moment that the Goverrnent did receive
a mandate to sell the State trading con-
cerns, then for Heaven's sake let us be
honest and also concede,. or let them be
honest and concede, that they received no
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mandate at all to sell the concerns at bar-
gain prices, and especially to companies
which, without batting an eyelid, could
pay the real value for them.

Mr. Rowberry: Cash down.

Mr. H.AWKE: As a matter of fact, mem-
bers of the Liberal Party section of the
Governent told the electors about this
matter some two and a quarter years ago.
They said the concerns would be sold at
a fair price.

We know, beyond any shadow of a doubt,
that the State Building Supplies have
been sold at a ridiculously low figure. it
is no wonder that the Minister for Works
is trying to make out that he is only a
quarter awake; because he knows, from his
own personal experience as a member of
the McLarty-Watts Governent, that
that Government established a new brick-
works at Armadale. From memory, I do
not know how much it cost the Govern-
ment to establish those brickworks at
Armadale, but I do not think I would be
exaggerating if I said that it cost
£250,000. The Minister's silence in the
matter rather leads me to believe that my
recollection is fairly correct.

That is only one brickworks. There are
two others involved. There are also six
timber mills, most of them very large
concerns. I mentioned earlier the modemn
timber-drying kiln at Manjimup which
was established by our Government. If
I remember rightly, that cost something
about £180,000 or £200,000. There were
new State Building Supplies establish-
ments in some of the suburbs of the
metropolitan area and some older ones in
other suburbs. The State Building Sup-
plies owned a considerable number of
dwelling houses. They were certainly
nothing to be compared with those in
Dalkeith, Nedlands, and Floreat Park, but
nevertheless they were houses, having
some value, and I suppose that the land
on which these S.B.S. activities were lo-
cated in the metropolitan area would be
worth a considerable sum of money.

Yet we are now being asked by the Pre-
mier to agree to a motion of urgency to
enable the Supply Bill to pass through this
sitting. I am not prepared to support that
motion. I might have been prepared to
do so had the Government tabled the
agreement of sale as between the Gov-
ernment and the company concerned.-
That is the least the Government could
have done in this matter. The fact that
the Government is stalling on the tabling
of the papers is sufficient justification for
us to say that we, the members on this
side of the House at least, are not pre-
pared, in one rush sitting, to vote to the
Government all the money which the Sup-
ply Bill asks us to vote. We are not pre-
pared to do that until such time as the
Government has tabled this agreement, or
a copy of It, or has given us a clear-cut

and unqualified assurance that the papers
will be tabled tomorrow, or on Thursday
of this week at the latest.

We know the importance of the Supply
Bill. We know that any Government,
regardless of its political colour, has to
have money with which to carry on the
affairs of the State. We know that, up to a
certain point, it is legal for the Govern-
ment to spend moneys without the per-
mission of Parliament, except that it does
so by a special warrant of the Governor of
the State. However, we also know that no
financial crisis would be likely to arise in
the administration of the affaih-s of the
State by this Government in the event of
the Supply Bill not going through until
tomorrow, or even until Thursday of this
week, or Tuesday of next week. There
could not possibly he any suggestion of any
difficulty of that kind arising.

So I base my opposition to this motion
for the suspension of Standing Orders,
firstly, upon the action of the Government
in selling the State Building Supplies at
bargain prices; and, secondly, on the
failure of the Government to table the
agreement or a copy of the agreement of
sale; and, thirdly, on the failure of the
Government sgo far to give even an indica-
tion of when it is likely to table such
agreement if it proposes to table it at all.
The longer this agreement and all the con-
ditions in it are kept secret, the more
likely it is that people generally will feel
that there are some conditions in the
agreement of sale which are as bad as the
sale Price itself.

No matter how many words the Minister
for Industrial Development might throw
around he will not be able to convince any-
body, except perhaps himself, that the sale
price of approximately £2,200,000 was a
fair and reasonable price at which to sell
these very valuable State-owned assets. So
I offer my extremely strong opposition to
this motion for the suspension of Standing
Orders as moved by the Premier.

MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth) [10.17
p.m.]: I support this motion to suspend
Standing Orders and I speak on it purely
because I find it an extraordinary thing
that the Opposition should oppose it.
Firstly, I find this extraordinary because
earlier this evening the Opposition went
out of its way to upset the business of the
Government in order to discuss the ques-
tion of unemployment. The members of
the Opposition did that because they said
that unemployment was a vita] issue so
far as Western Australia was concerned
and that it should be discussed immediately
because it was a most urgent and pressing
matter.

Mr. May: Don't you think it is?
Mr. GRAYDEI'T: I agree; but we have

had members of the Opposition, one after
the other, delaying the procedure of the,
House by expressing their feelings that this
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question of unemployment was so urgent
that it should be discussed immediately.
After the motion was dealt with, members
of the Opposition once again got up, one
after the other, to speak on a trivial ques-
tion affecting those members of the House
who are worried about the accommodation,
despite the fact that we already have ac-
commodation in the back part of the
building which we have had for Years and
which we have always found to be ade-
quate.

One after the other, members of the
Opposition got up and spoke on this sub-
ject. The question I now ask is: What
happened to the unemployment question
which was so urgent a short time ago?
Why did they waste the time of the Gov-
ernment in discussing what is happening in
the House? Why are they interfering
with the functions of the Government
during the debate on the Supply Bill? The
Supply Hill is one measure which affords
members of the Opposition the opportunity
to discuss unemployment if they so desire.

Mr. Evans: They are debating it, not
discussing it.

Mr. ORAYDEN: It is quite obvious that
members of the Opposition are not inter-
ested in discussing unemployment.

Mr. Evans: We are debating it, not dis-
cussing it.

Mr. GRAYDEN: The only reason why
members of the Opposition are not inter-
ested in unemployment now is that their
gallery has gone. They got a few un-
employed to come up here-

Mr. Toms: Your Government forced
them to come here!

Mr. GRAYDEN: -but now they have
gone home members on the other side of
the House are not interested in discussing
the question of unemployment.

Mr. Graham: Cut out your claptrap and
give us your views on it!

Mr. GRAYDEN: In view of the fact that
they have wasted the time of the House,
firstly, because of the motion that was
moved earlier for the suspension of
Standing Orders: and, secondly, because of
the discussion on the lack of accommoda-
tion for members; and now, at this stage,
in trying further to waste the time of the
House-

Mr. J. Hegney: What are you doing?
Mr. GRAYDEN: In view of this I find

it extraordinary that the Opposition
should claim to be so interested and con-
cerned about the question of unemployment
in Western Australia. The sooner we pass
this measure and get on with the question
of Supply, the better it will be from the
point of view of unemployment in Western
Australia. I therefore support the motion.

MR. TONKIN (Deputy-Leader of the
Opposition-Melville) [10.21 p.m.]: I tried
to follow the member for South Perth but
I found it impossible. The Opposition is

not seeking to prevent the Premier from
introducing the Supply Bill at all. The
Opposition wants the Government to in-
troduce the Supply Bill, for the yery pur-
pose that the member for South Perth
says that we do not want the Government
to do so. We want the opportunity to
discuss unemployment and other matters.

What we object to is the suspension of
Standing Orders to permit of the passing
of the Supply Bill through all its stages
in one sitting; that is, rushing the Bill
through tonight, which will not give us
adequate opportunity to discuss these
various matters on the Supply Bill. That
is the whole point in the opposition to the
motion expressed by the Leader of the
Opposition. We feel that because there
are so many questionable acts of the Gov-
ermnent which ought to be discussed at
this early opportunity, we should not be
restricted as to time, as we will be if the
Government insists on putting this Bill
through all its stages in one sitting.

I would say there are at least 15 mem-
bers on this side of the House who have
much to say about the giving away of the
State Building Supplies. I have a lot to
say in connection with the matter, and
I feel it would take me a full hour to say
it.

Mr. Brand: Only an hour?
Mr. TONKCIN: That is all I am allowed,

and I propose to utilise that hour, when
I get the opportunity a little later.

Mr. Brand: It will be the first time you
have not done so since you have been here,
if you don't.

Mr. TONKIN: I am very glad the Pro-
mier recognises that I take full advantage
of the opportunities afforded me by Stand-
ing Orders to criticise his Government.
Heaven knows there are plenty of things
upon which it deserves criticism! That is
the burden of our complaint; not that we
oppose the introduction of the Supply Bill.
We appreciate it is necessary; and nor-
mally there would be no opposition to
this motion that it should be passed
through all stages in one sitting. That is
quite a normal procedure under proper
circumstances; but the existing circunm-
stances are neither proper nor fair.

We sought earlier an opportunity to
discuss the unemployment position, which
the Government blocked. Now it wants
further to curtail the debate by passing
this Supply Bill through all its stages in
one sitting. The hour is already late,
which means, of course, that if each mem-
ber is to be afforded his opportunity it will
be breakfast time before the Bill will be
through; quite easily. Why should any
member who feels that he wants to criti-
cise the Government be prevented from so
doing, simply because the Government is
not prepared to give him ample time in
which to do it? The privilege of speaking
in these debates should not be restricted
to the leaders of the various Parties: the
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rank and file members who have their
views on these questions are entitled to an
opportunity to express them.

Mr. Brand: They have plenty of oppor-
tunity.

Mr. TONKIN: But it is not the time,
They should not be expected to talk about
them at 3 or 4 o'clock in the morning;
and that will be the position if the Gov-
ernment succeeds with this motion.

We suggest there is no need to pass this
Supply Bill through all its stages in one
sitting. The Government could introduce
it, sit for a reasonable time for some dis-
cussion, and subequently adjourn the de-
bate on it, and proceed with it again
tomorrow; and, indeed, on Thursday if
.necessary. Our complaint is that the Gov-
erment is not prepared to do that; it
wants deliberately to restrict this oppor-
tunity by passing the suspension motion
to enable it to pass the Bill in one sitting.
'That is the point that seems to have en-
tirely escaped the member for South Perth.
So he develops his argument on incorrect
premises.

If the Government had been frank about
its actions, and if it had been prepared to
make available a copy of the agreement in
connection with the sale-or disposal, I
think is a better word-of the State Build-
ing Supplies, we would have had an oppor-
tunity of checking on some of the aspects
of this disposal which, to say the least, are
most unsatisfactory. I1 have informnation,
and I am not calling on my imagination,
that when the Hawker Siddeley group pur-
chased these under takings it insured them
for a greater amount than their book
value.

The Minister for Industrial Development
thought the Leader of the Opposition was
drawing the long bow when he said that
the value of the Banksiadale mill and
its appurtenances was three times the
£250,000, which is the value the Govern-
ment places upon it. I would say that
the Leader of the opposition was not far
from the mark. One must take into con-
sideration the fact that there are sub-
stantial forestry reserves and concessions
which become available to the purchasing
company and-

Mr. Jamieson: A great deal of virgin
jarrab forest.

Mr. TONKCIN: -which are worth a
considerable sum. I 'am also of the
opinion that, although the Minister for
Works declined to supply information to
my leader this afternoon regarding the
rating of these properties, when the fig-
ures are finally disclosed they will show
a valuation which will emphasise the very
big difference between the real value of
these properties and what the Government
sold them for.

Mr. Brand: At least they will be pay-
Ing the rates on them.

Mr. TONKIN: Yes: but that is not a
satisfactory explanation for giving them
away below their real value.

Mr. Brand: At least they will be paying
rates on them.

Mr. TONKIN: They would still pay
rates on them If they got them for a
tenner. The fact that they are paying
rates on them has no bearing on whether
they were sold at a f air and reasonable
price or not. I believe we will be able to
show, not with any guesswork, that the
value of these properties was far and away
beyond what the Government obtained
for them. Many things, like fork-lifts
and bulldozers, recently purchased and
running into tens of thousands of pounds,
were tipped into the lap of the purchasing
company. No calculation was included in
the sale price for those things.

Mr. Court: You arc completely uin-
realistic. Sometimes you amaze me.

Mr. TONKIN: The honourable mem-
ber usually covers up that way and does
all he can in accordance with his previous
practice to make it impossible for the
Opposition to ascertain just what has
taken place. He will oppose every motion
for tabling papers or for making agree-
ments available-the same as he did in
the case of the KA wagons. He takes up
the attitude that he is right and we, on
this side, are wrong; he opposes every
attempt on our part to get at the facts. or
on the part of the public to get at the
facts. We have more information on this
deal than the Minister thinks.

Mr. Court: I believe you have been doing
some snooping, from what I can gather.

Mr. TONKIN: if the Minister is being
personal he had better look out.

Mr. Court: I am not being personal but
factual.

Mr. TONKIN: lIf he wants to go along
that line he should say so.

Mr. Court: I am telling you.
Mr. Graham: We will have a Royal

Commission into Court before we are
finished.

Mr. Court: We can expect that from
you.

Mr. TONKIN: I can mention a few
firms with which the Minister is connected.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearnan):I The
honourable member had better relate his
remarks to the motion.

Mr. TONKCIN: It would be better for
personalities to be kept out of this dis-
cussion.

Mr. Court: No personalities have been
introduced by me.

Mr. ToNKIN: What about the Min-
ister's remarks about snooping?2

Mr. Court: You did that yourself, in
getting the Information.
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Mr. TONKIN: The Minister for Indust-
rial Development is saying as much as
this; We on the opposition side cannot
get information unless we snoop. I ask
him if he ever obtained information when
he was on this side.

Mr. Court. I always got it through
proper channels.

Mr. TONKIN: How does the Minister
know that I did not get it through proper
channels?

Mr. Court: You certainly did not get it
from me.

Mr. TONKIN: Is the Minister the only
Proper channel through which to obtain
information?

Mr. Court; You are in fact saying that
officers of the department concerned have
given you this information-if you have
any information at all.

Mr. TONKIN; A Daniel has come to
judgment! The only proper channel
through which we can get information is
the Minister for industrial Development!I
If obtained through any other channel,
according to him, we are snooping. What
an argument!

Mr. Jamieson: The Minister should
have been the Minister for Propaganda.

Mr. TONKIN: In order to ensure that
we do not use that channel, the Minister
puts every possible obstacle in our way by
refusing to table files and by saying it is
not the practice to disclose such informa-
tion as we require. Hle was, asked a Ques-
tion about the stocks of this instrumen-
tality. I know something about those
stocks, because I have had a look at them.
I say it is absolutely impossible to pre-
vent a merging of Government stocks with
Hawker Siddeley stocks.

Mr. Court: You have not read the
answers to the questions.

Mr. TONKIN: Never mnind about read-
ing the answers to the questions! I have
used my eyes. Who has been paying the
wages of the men handling Hawker Bid-
deley timber in the last few weeks-the
Government or Hawker Siddeley?

Mr. Court; Read the answers to the ques-
tions.

Mr. TONKIN: I did not get that in-
formation through the Minister, but I shall
deal with those aspects at the proper time.
I repeat that if the Government had been
frank about this deal, and had done what
it had every right to do-that was at the
earliest opportunity to acquaint Parlia-
ment with what had been done; and if
there was nothing to hide, that practice
would have been followed-then the Op-
position would not have opposed this mo-
tion to suspend Standing orders to pass
the Supply Bill through all stages in one
sitting.

This is our method of protesting against
the conduct of the Government on this
matter. We believe that because of the

gravity of the position, full opportunity
for debate should be provided; and the
Supply Bill should not be pushed through
all stages at one sitting, so preventing
members of the Opposition from having
a full opportunity for debate. That ex-
plains the attitude of those on this side of
the House, and we will take advantage of
every opportunity we can to draw public
attention to what has transpired. No
doubt when we reach the stage of actu-
ally debating the Supply Bill we will have
full opportunity to give such detail as we
have in our possession-and which did not
come to us through snooping, as the Min-
ister said. A lot of the information was
volunteered by people who felt aggrieved
at what the Government had done. I
read and beard about a guarantee of em-
ployment, but some men have been sacked
already.

Mr. Court: How many?
Mr. TONKIN: Some.
Mr. Court: Tell us how many.
Mr. TONKIN: Perhaps the Minister will

tell us.
Mr. Court: We will be very interested to

know the number.
Mr. TONKIN: He knows there are some,

and there are more to follow.
Mr. Court: You tell us how many.
Mr. TONKIN: One person who has not

been sacked is the general manager.
Mr. Rowberry: They took him away in-

stead in case he "blew the gaff.'
Mr. TONKIN; Heaven knows what he is

engaged on, at his salary!
Mr. Court: Do you want us to sack him?

He has plenty to do at present, as you
can well imagine.

Mr. TONKIN; I know he is being well
paid for his work. 'Is not his salary more
than that of the Premier?

Mr. Court: I should not think so.
Mr. Heal: The Minister does not have

to pay the Premier.
Mr. TONKIN: His salary is not far

short of that of the Premier, but he has
not the responsibility of the Premier. It
is just nonsense to transfer him to an-
other position, and make a job for him at
his salary. Of course, he is one of the
top personnel; it does not matter about
how the fellows below him, who have been
sacked, are faring! Has any proper ar-
rangement been made about their super-
annuation?

Mr. Court: Yes.
Mr. TONKIN: When will you pay them?
Mr. Court: I shall tell you at the appro-

priate time.
Mr. TONKIN: That is when Parliament

rises, as with the report of the water conm-
mittee which I received months after the
House rose, although I was assured that I
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would get it before the end of the session.
We know full well that no reliance can be
placed on assurances given by this Gov-
ernment. That is the unfortunate posi-
Meon: ministers from their offices will
make statements which they have no in-
tention of standing up to. So I cannot
accept the assurance which the Minister
for Industrial Development has just given
me.

A month or so ago I had an assuirance
from the Minister for Police that he
would reply in detail to points I had raised.
When I got his reply finally, he said I
was wrong, because the chairman told him
that I was wrong. That was the reply
in detail which I received. When I re-
mninded him that he had previously en-
couraged me, and had given me an assur-
ance that he would reply in detail to the
points I raised, he answered by saying
nothing; be did not answer the letter.
That is a sample of what we on this side
get from the Ministers opposite. We just
cannot believe what they tell us. If we
were to examine the figures given in
answers to questions we would find that to
be a fact. The figures they supply just
contradict each other. However, more of
that anon.

I trust members will indicate to the
Government that they refuse to be treated
in such cavalier fashion-and will insist
that they be advised about the government
of the State. It is not the prerogative of
Ministers opposite to shut everything up
in secrecy. Members of Parliament are
the official representatives of the people.
We are in Parliament to ascertain on be-
half of the people what is taking place
in the government of the State. That is
the very fundamental of democratic Gov-
iernment which distinguishes it from the
dictatorships. But this Government is
rapidly following the line of dictatorship
where the Government does what it likes
and throws the veil of secrecy over its
actions.

MR. COURT (Nedlands-Minlster for
Industrial Development) (10.40 p.m.]: It
is not unexpected that the Opposition is
trying to find some issues on which to
justify itself as an Opposition.

Mr. Graham: Trying to find?
Mr. COURT: We have seen a fairly

miserable example of it this evening-one
fizzog after another-but I think deep
down what is most important is that we
are starting to see all the venom, hatred,
and bitterness on behalf of the Opposi-
tion towards private industry.

The Leader of the Opposition has
jumped to some conclusions-as has his
deputy-and tried to shroud this agree-
ment in some sort of mystery. Of course
there has been no refusal on the part of
the Premier to table this agreement.

Mr. Graham: Well, produce it.

Mr. COURT: He was asked a question
on opening day, but I have never known
a document to be tabled on opening day.
I suppose there have been cases, but it is
not customary. The Premier was asked
whether he would table this agreement.
and he said words to the eff ect that
Cabinet would be considering it and a
decision would be made.

Mr. Graham: In other words you might
keep it a secret.

Mr. May: You sold the State Building
Supplies without considering the agree-
ment.

Mr. COURT: This is the question that
was asked without notice, "I would like
to ask the Premier when does he propose
on behalf of the Government,- to table a
copy of the agreement in this House?"
Bear in mind that this was opening day
and the question was without notice. The
Premier said, "Cabinet will give some
consideration to this matter." The Leader
of the Opposition interjected and said,
"Only some!" The Premier then replied,
"But it is anticipated that it will be made
public in due course."

Mr. Graham: Didn't Cabinet meet yes-
terday?

Mr. COURT: The document is going to
be tabled. There is no mystery about it,
There is no reticence about it; but there
is a very good reason why It is not desir-
able to table it today, tomorrow, or pos-
sibly Thursday. However, the document
will be tabled not later than Tuesday.

Mr. May: We will see it is.
Mr. COURT: In view of the fear of the

Deputy Leader of the Opposition, he does
not seem to be informed of the negotia-
tions that have taken place between the
Government and the unions regarding em-
ployment conditions. Indeed, the agree-
ment between the Government and the
unions will also be tabled.

Mr. Jamieson: There was a lot of coer-
cion there, too.

Mr. COURT: If Mr. Chamberlain will
agree to that one put forward by the mem-
ber for Beeloo I will eat my hat, because
the day one can get him to sign a docu-
ment under coercion, collusion, or any-
thing of that type when it is a document
negotiated with a Government of our
political colour, I think it will be time for
us to have another think.

Mr. Tonkin: He signed it with reserva-
tion.

Mr. May: Or else!
Mr. COURT: I do not propose at this

stage, Mr. Speaker, to go into all the de-
tails of this agreement. Suffice it to say
that the Government, as part of its elec-
tion policy, said it would sell the State
Building Supplies.

Mr. Graham:, Give it away!
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Mr. Tonkin: At a fair and reasonable
price.

Mr. COURT: It said it would sell the
State Building Supplies under three con-
ditions; namely, a fair and reasonable
price, reasonable protection for employees,
and the condition that it remain an in-
dustry within the economy of the State.
Those three paints have been complied
with.

Mr. Graham: That is your opinion.
Mr. COURT: All this nonsense that goes

on about giving it away is a carbon copy
of the debate that takes place, whether
in this Parliament or whether in the Com-
monwealth Parliament, when* a Govern-
ment of our political persuasion decides to
transfer one of these enterprises to the
place where it rightfully belongs--the
hands of private enterprise.

Mr. Tonkin: Are you prepared to give
the figures for which they insured these
undertakings after taking them over?

Mr. COURT: I am not interestel.
Mr. Tonkin: We are.
Mr. ' COURT: If members of the Oppos'i-

tion want to show a degree of ignorance
about business practice it is not my affair:
and I have no intention of entering into
an argument on it. The honourable mem-
ber knows that one insures certain assets
for replacement value. That is distinct
from current values, and it is quite pos-
sible that this firm, being a competent
and successful firm, has done just that.

Mr. Jamieson: Insurance companies are
not that foolish on timber.

Mr. Tonkin: If it insured for replace-
ment value it would not have the money
to pay the premium.

Mr. COURT: I have no intention at this
stage of being involved in all the merits
or otherwise of this sale. I have no doubt
whatsoever that from now until the ses-
sion concludes the Lieader of the Opposi-
fion and the member for East Perth will
have plenty to say about the State Building
Supplies. We expect it and the public ex-
pects it. The public would be disappointed
if those members did not get involved in
it. However, we have nothing to hide in
this transaction.

Mr. Tonkin: Nothing to hide?
Mr. COURT: It has been done as a busi-

ness transaction, and a fair and reasonable
price has been obtained.

Mr. Jamieson: Fair and reasonable!
Mr. COURT-, The protection given to

employees has even amazed the unions; so
it is no good trying to whip up the an-
tagonism of the employees of the State
Building Supplies.

Mr. Tonkin: It is there all right.
Mr. COURT: Contrary to the honour-

able member's expectation there has been
a general acceptance of this sale.

Mr. Tonkin: Who told you that fiction?

Mr. COURT: The honourable member
knows that he has not been able to stir up
any trouble.

Mr. Tonkin: I have never tried to; but
I know they wanted us to obtain can-
didates to oppose every member in every
district including Sir Ross MeLarty if he
stands.

Mr. COURT: There was a great relief
amongst the majority of employees that
at last the political dead hand was going to
be taken off this enterprise and the em-
ployees were going to have a fair chance
to demonstrate their capacity in a free
enterprise.

Mr. Tonkin: Did you not impose a con-
dition that if there was any industrial
unrest in connection with the matter the
protection was off?2

Mr. COURT: The honourable member
will see that in the agreement.

Mr. Tonkin: Dodge it again!
Mr. COURT: It is not a question of

dodging it.
Mr. Tonkin: Answer "Yes" or "No".
Mr. COURT:, There are restrictions in

that agreement which are commonsense
and which anyone with any brains would
have incorporated-restrictions which the
unions agreed to. If there is any industrial
trouble because of the sale, these conditions
could be revoked or reconsidered by the
Government.

Mr. Tonkin: Was that not coercion?
Mr. COURT: No. We never said, "If

there is any industrial trouble these con-
ditions will be revoked or reconsidered."
We just said, "If there is any industrial
trouble because of the sale." That is a
specific matter and has nothing to do with
the ordinary industrial practice of the in-
dustry. Then, and only then, does the
Government want the right to reconsider.

Mr. Tonkin: You tried to say there was
no upset about the sale, because you
blocked it in this way.

Mr. COURT: It is not a question of
blocking it.

Mr. Tonkin: You could take the super-
annuation from an employee.

Mr. COURT: We cannot take super-
annuation from an employee; but we did
under the headings of "annual leave," "sick
leave," "long service leave," and "super-
annuation" make an arrangement which is
far beyond the Government's legal com-
mitment. But it might surprise the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition to know that of
all the employees affected by superannua-
tion there were only four exceptional cases
which have not become part of the pur-
chasers' superannuation scheme. The

75
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others have accepted the very generous
proposition put forward by the new pur-
chasers.

Mr. Graham: What alternative did they
have?

Mr. COURT: The alternative of receiv-
ing their money from the Government
fund that was in excess of the Govern-
ment's legal commitment through the nor-
mal superannuation fund. The company,
to show its goodwill in the matter, brought
somebody over here especially to put for-
ward a very generous superannuation
scheme so that all of the employees could
be incorporated; and, in fact, they all
elected to be incorporated within that
scheme with the exception of four-and I
believe they are exceptional cases.

Mr. W. Hegney: Who paid the lump
sums already paid to the employees for
superannuation? The Government?

Mr. COURT: The Government is making
good all these contributions. It is all set
out very clearly in the agreement and I
advise members to see the document. As
a matter of fact, that particular document
could be tabled tomorrow without any
hesitation.

Mr. Fletcher: Do they still get their long
service leave in ten years, or must they
wait longer?.

Mr. COURT: In view of the nature of
this motion, I do not want to get involved
in all the- details. We have protected the
employees.

Mr. Fletcher: They are very unhappy
about waiting longer than ten years.

Mr. COURT: I think you will be amazed.
The fact is that for the next three years
we have protected them. It is as though
they were working far the State Building
Supplies.

Mr. Fletcher: I have read the agreement.

Mr. COURT: You must be amazed by its
generosity.

Mr. Graham: Just produce that agree-
ment and we will judge for ourselves.

Mr. COURT: My only reason for rising
was to make that observation because some
red herring Is being drawn across the trail.'It is as though the Government is re-
luctant to table the agreement. I assure
members it will be tabled not later than
next Tuesday. There is a. legal reason why
it is not wise to table it at this time.
However, it may be possible to table it by
Thursday of this week but certainly not
later than Tuesday of next week. Might
I make the final observation that anyone
would think that this was the first Govern-
ment to move this particular motion. My
understanding is that it is a matter of
routine.

Mr. Tonkin: That was acknowledged.

M1r. COURT: Yet the Deputy Leader
the Opposition has worked himself into
frenzy and given the Impression that th:
is something introduced at this particuls
sitting of Parliament for the benefit of th.
Government to hide something. It h9
nothing to hide. We have a performanc
of which we can be very proud and please(
and we are certainly very pleased to tab
this particular agreement.

In conclusion, I would like to say the
the sale of the State Building Supplie
will probably do more to establish tli
reputation of this State than any othe
single thing that has yet been done.

Mr. Graham: You ought to be horse
whipped.

Question nut and a division taken wit
the following result,-

Mr. Bovell
Mr. Brand
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Crommelin
Mr. 'Orayden
Mr. Outhrie
Dr. Henn
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lewis
Mr. Mann

Mr. Blickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Curran
Mr. Evans
Mr. Pletcher
Mr. ' rahtam
Mr. Hall
Mr. H ke
Mr. J.Hegney
Mr. W. flegney
Mr. Jamieson

Ayes.
Sir Ross McLartY
Mr. Burt

Ayea--23.
Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. Nalder
Mr. NMmzn
Mr. O'Connor
Mr, O'NeIL
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Roberts
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wile
Mr. 1. W. Manttin~

Noes-2l.
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Moir
Mr. Nuleen
Mr. Oldfleld
Mr. Bliatigan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Tows
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. May

Pairs.
Noes.

Mr. Heal
Mr. Norton

(Teller.

Majority for-2.
Question thus passe.

Message-Appropriation
Message from the Lieutenant-Governic

and Administrator received and read re
commending appropriation for the pui
poses of the Bill.

In Committee of Supply
The H-ouse resolved into Committee c

Supply, the Chairman of Committees (M
Roberts) in the Chair.

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Treasurer
[10.58 p.m.]:, I move--

That there be granted to He
Majesty on account of the service
of the year ending the 30th Jun(
1962, a sum not exceeding 925,000,00(

Members know that a Supply Bill
passed early in each session to permit th
services of the State to be carried on. B
this means funds are granted pending th
preparation and passing of the Estimate
by Parliament.



I.Tuesday, 8 August, 1961.1

The Bill now before members requests
3upply of £25,000,000 which is an increase
)f £1,500,000 over the first Supply Act of
1960. Comparative details are:-

1960 Act 1981 Bill
f £

Consolidated Revenue
Fund

General Loan Fund
Advance to Treasurer

17,000,000
4,5W0,000
2,000,000

23,500.000

18,000,000
5,000.000
2,000,000

25.000,000

rhe funds requested in this Bill are based
)n the estimated expenditures for this
rear.

The continuing growth of the State re-
iuires the expansion of services financed
from Government funds. In the field of
education alone, to meet increased enrol-
nents of students, increased salary, and
)tber costs, an additional £1,000,000 will be
,xpeflded in this current financial year.
Eealth services, which include amounts
3rovided for hospitals throughout the
Rtate, will require an additional £650,000.
Increases in salaries and wages granted
luring last financial year will be payable
.2or a full year in 1961-62, and these higher
,osts result in increased financial needs
)y all departments.

The detailed Estimnates for 1961-62, for
)oth the Consolidated Revenue and Gen-
xral Loan Funds, are in the course of pro-
3aration and will be presented to this
1hamber as early as possible. Members
viii then have an opportunity of perusing
he Estimates and obtaining any desired
nformation from the Ministers control-
Ing the various departments.

MR. HAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
)pposition) 111.01 p.m.): There are a few
aiatters I would like to discuss under this
aotion. This is the operative motion
ihich will be used to pass as the basis for
he introduction of the actual Bill to
.btain approval from Parliament to grant
inancial supply to the Government, to
nable the Government to carry on the
.ormal administrative functions and loan
rorks during the next few months.

I think it quite appropriate at this stag&
oi have a quick look at the financial ad-
iinistration of the Government because
his Bill is very largely, if not entirely, a
ioney Bill; and if there are any of my
otes which you would like to get posses-
ion of, Mr. Chairman, do not be afraid

3Say SO.
I think we all remember the present

Iremier, during the last election, camn-
aigning and having a great deal to say
bout State finances and taxation and
overnmental charges generally. I have it
learly in mind that he tried to lead the
eaple of Western Australia to believe that
ie finances of the State were hopelessly
ivoived. As a matter of fact, he gave an
ssurance to the people on that occasion

that should he and his colleagues became
the Government they would have a
thorough investigation made into the
financial administration-or maladmini-
stratton I think he called it-of the Hawke
Government, and have the results pub-
lished abroad so that the people-and
especially the taxpayers of the State-
would know what an awful mess the
Hawke Government had established during
its six years of office.

Mr. Brand: That was done.

Mr. HAWKE: The Premier quickly says
by way of interjection that an investigation
was carried out; but it Is aL strange thing
that the results of it were never published.
I think we can easily reach the conclusion
-and I know, Mr. Chairman, that you will
join me heartily in this--that the inves-
tigation showed there was no financial
mess at all, and consequently there was
nothing to blazen forth to the public; and
the report, I have no doubt, is now well and
faithfully covered with cobwebs.

During that election campaign the Pre-
mier emphasised to the people that in
his judgment State taxes and State charges
to the public had reached breaking point.
I think we all know what "breaking point"
means in that situation. It means that
taxes and charges cannot possibly be raised
any higher without drastically affecting
the taxpayers and the industries of the
State and, of course, depressing both. Yet
we found, Mr. Chairman, from that time
until now, that the Premier and his col-
leagues found it desirable-or shall we be
generous and say found it necessary-very
greatly to increase State taxes and S9tate
Government charges upon the people.

I remember very well how the Premier-
by suggestion, if not outright-promised
the people lower railway freights. The
Leader of the Country Party at the same
time gave an absolute guarantee that
the Country Party would not support any
increase in railway freights. He went on to
say that 90 per cent. of the railway freights
were paid by people living in country areas;
and, of course, in that he was quite right.

Well, we know, Mr. Chairman, that
railway freights were not reduced as the
present Premier promised when be was
on the election campaign some two years
ago. We know that they were increased,
and increased very substantially. Taking
into account the absolute guarantee
given to the country people by the Leader
of the Country Party on his own behalf
and ,on behalf of all members of the
Country Party, we can only reach the con-
clusion that Country Party Ministers in the
Government opposed the proposals for
railway freight increases: and that Country
Party members of both Houses of this
Parliament, in the joint party meetings
which discussed this matter, also opposed
the proposals by the Liberal Party Minis-
ters to increase railway freights.
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Mr. Brand: All those discussions are con-
fidential.

Mr. HAWKE: However, as the Liberal
Party Ministers were in the majority in
the Cabinet, and the Liberal Party Minis-
ters. were in the majority in the joint party
meetings, presumably the Country Party
Ministers and the Country Party private
members had no option in the matter: they
either had to accept what the Liberal Party
members wanted to do by imposing a
greater burden on country people and on
primary industries, or they had to take
the almost unthinkable alternative of
giving up ministerial positions.

As we know, the guarantee by the Leader
of the Country Party to the people that he
and his colleagues would not agree to any
increase in railway freights was a guaran-
tee worth nothing-worth nothing because
the increased railway freights were put
upon the people and upon industries in
the country; and I have not heard the
Leader of the Country Party raise one word
of criticism or protest, and I have yet to
hear any private Country Party member in
this H-ouse raise a word of criticism or
protest.

Summed up, therefore, the situation in
this regard is that the Premier promised to
reduce the railway freights: the Leader of
the Country Party guaranteed there would
be no increase in railway freights; the
present Premier said that State taxes and
State charges two and a half years ago
had reached the breaking point; and yet
railway freights, which are a tax-and a
very vicious tax because they affect only a
comparatively small section of the total
population-were very greatly increased.

I think the estimate of the total amount
of Increased revenue the Railways Depart-
ment would receive in a normal year as a
result of the increase in railway freights
put on by this Government is approxi-
mately £1,200,000.

Well, we know there have been very
good seasons during the last two years-
exceptionally good seasons for which we
are very grateful to Providence, and we
hope Providence will continue in the same
friendly frame of mind for many years to
come; and I would think that the increased
amount of railway freights received by
the Railways Department by virtue of these
increases in freights would work out con-
siderably in excess of £1,200,000 for a full
year.

I have read quite a few statements in
the newspapers, mostly from the Minister
for Railways, about the greatly improved
financial Position of the Railways Depart-
ment. If railway freights were increased
by £1,200,000 per annum one would natur-
ally expect a substantial improvement in
the financial returns of the department.
As I have said, I think the return on
account of Increased railway freights
would work out much in excess of
£1,200,000 in a full year.

Mr. O'Connor: Wage increases would
account for most of that, would they not?

Mr. HAWKE: I am not able to follow
the significance of that interjection. Mr.
Chairman, and I hope for your sake you
did not even hear it.

Mr. Jamnieson: We would need another
bribery inquiry to find out what it was
all about.

Mr. HAWKE, It is true that traffic on
the railways has increased considerably
during the last 12 months or so. I should
say there has been a greater percentage
transport of wheat on the railways in the
financial year just closed than would
normally have happened. As I under-
stand it, in normal years much of the
wheat remains at the sidings in storage
beyond the 30th June, but during the last
financial year the movement of wheat
from country silos and country sidings
has been rapid: and this, of course, has
given to the Railways Department, during
the financial year in question, a much
greater amount of traffic, and therefore
a much greater amount of revenue than
it would normally have received.

It is a strange thing that the main
reason for that which I have just been
talking about is the fact that the Aus-
tralian Wheat Board was successful in
negotiating large sales of Australian
wheat to Communist China. I think the
member for Canning wduld know that
they are Mr. roy's friends, or that he
poses as a friend of Communist China.
Some of this wheat was sold for cash,
but most of it was sold on very easy
credit terms. I have not heard any query,
criticism, or condemnation of these trans-
actions from any member of the Liberal
Party; yet if Paddy roy gets up on the
Freman tie Esplanade, or on the Perth
Esplanade, and says that we should takt
more notice of Communist China, Liberal
Party members cannot up-end themselve,
quickly enough to condemn him and
criticise him. So, strangely enough, and
almost unbelievably, our Railways Depart-
nment in some degree is indebted to Comn-
inunist China for the fact that activitiel
on the railway system were much greatti
during the financial year just closed thar
they would otherwise have been.

Mr. Lewis: Indebted to us you mean
don't you?

Mr. HAWKE: It is a strange situation
a very strange situation! I know it cal
be argued that Communist China has beei
afflicted with famine and, consequently,
short of foodstuffs to some extent, al
though I have no idea as to what extent
I have read, too, that Communist China
exporting rice to other countries, and
would not be surprised if Russia is ex
porting wheat to other countries. inciudin
Communist China. However, let us accep
the situation that the Australian When
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Board did what it did out of human sym-
pathy for a people who were suffering
from a, shortage of foodstuffs; but I do
not think that was the reason at all. I
think the Australian Wheat Board mem-
bers knew they had wheat to sell; they
could not sell it reasonably to what might
be called friendly countries and they found
an opportunity of selling large quantities-
extraordinarily large quantities-to Com-
munist China, some for cash and some
on extraordinarily liberal terms-almost
Liberal Party terms.

Mr. Orayden: Do you think we will get
paid for it?

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): Order!
The honourable member's time has ex-
pired.

MR. JAMIESON (Eeeloo) [11.16 P.m.]:
As has been outlined by the Leader of the
opposition, I feel we must accept the
situation, and in this State we are in-
debted to some extent to these foreign
countries which have been buying our
rural produce. I do not think anybody
could condemn that; but it shows that in
the world of today we have to accept trade
from here, there, and everywhere to
justify our position in the world as a trad-
ing nation. We must satisfy ourselves in
our own minds that it is no more wrong to
accept Chinese gold than it is to accept
American gold, and some members must
have very guilty consciences that our
railway finances have been improved as a
result of trading with Communist China.

That, of course, is only one aspect of
finance and only one reason for the im-
provement in the economic position of the
State. There are many other factors to
be considered, and no doubt before the
end of this debate on the Supply Bill we
will hear many references to those other
factors.

However, I would like to point out
one matter which was brought to my
notice by one of the men who came up
to Parliament House today. He was a
rather elderly chap-probably between 50
and 60, and in comparison with most.
tradesmen who are on the labour market
today he would be getting well on in
years-and he made a statement in re-
spect of Asian countries buying wheat. He
said, "I always thought that we would be
in a position, at all times, to feed our own
people, and look after them, and anything
that was left over would go to the starv-
ing masses in Asia. However, it now
appears that our livelihood and our very
existence in this community depends to a
great extent on the sale of wheat to these
countries so that the economics of West-
ern Australia, and indeed Australia as a
whole, can be kept buoyant."

That typifies the changes that have
taken Place, and I am sure that that person
would be very grateful if we could sell

twice as much wheat so long as he could
be gainfully employed by the money com-
ing into this State as a result of those
sales.

M& HAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
Opposition) [11.20 p.m.]: I would like to
Conclude what I want to say on the sub-
ject I was discussing previously because
it seems to me to be very important and
related directly to the finances of the
State, Particularly through the Railways
Department and in connection with the
wheatgrowing industry. The member for
South Perth asked me whether I thought
we would be paid for all this wheat which
has been sent and has still to be sent to
Communist China.

Mr. Jamieson: I think he said that you
brought the rabbits over here, too.

Mr. HAWKE: I would not like to offer
an opinion about that. If I could believe
half of what the Liberal propagandists say
about Communist China, I should say we
will not have a hope in hell of being paid
for the wheat we have sold to Communist
China. I also want to say that I have not
received one letter of criticism or com-
Plaint from any wheatgrowers in the Bev-
erley district about the sale of this good
Australian wheat to Communist China, or
any letter or criticism or protest from any
wheatgrowers in the Meckering district or.
to take a much more conservative area.
from anyone in the Rellerberrin district.

Mr. Cornell: Did You get any complaint
from Sir John Teasdale?

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): Order!

Mr. HAWKE: So I sort of got down to
thinking that when it comes to trade, those
People -who are engaged in trading do not
give a tinker's curse whether the people
to whom they are selling goods, are
strongly Pro-Communist or strongly anti-
Communist, or strongly this, or strongly
that.

Mr. Cornell: That is why Britain has
joined the European Common Market.

Mr. HAWKE: In trade there seems to
be no principle, no sentiment, or no con-
science. I think it was the member for
Mt. Marshall who asked me whether I
thought Sir John Teasdale, the Chairman
of the Australian Wheat Board, would
have Communist sympathies, or whether
he would send me a letter expressing his
Private views on this sale of wheat to,
Communist China. I knew Sir John Teas-
dale very well a few years ago, and I had
a great admiration for his industry; and
I think both he and his brother, on their
farm at Belka, Produced wheat at a cost
much lower than anyone else in Australia.
I also knew that Sir John Teasdale was
a dyed-in-the-wool conservative; and yet
we have Sir John Teasdale, as Chairman
of the Australian Wheat Board, clearly
approving-



(ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Cornell: He did not approve. There
was a letter published in the Bulletin
stating that he did not approve of the
sale.

Mr. HAWKE: Ilam grateful to the mem-
ber for Mt. Marshall for putting us right
on that one. It looks as though the Chair-
man of the Australian Wheat Board has
been outvoted by the more radical mem-
bers of the board.

Mr. Cornell: By the growers' repre-
sentative.

Mr. HAWKE: It seems to reinforce the
statement I made a few moments ago that
when it comes to selling wheat or any
other commodity it is amazing what busi-
ness organisations can do. As I have said,
this sale of wheat to Communist China
could be justified at least to some extent
on the ground that China has been afflicted
by famines, although I have no idea of
the greatness or the proportions of those
famines.

However, we know that business con-
cerns In Australia are sending other things
to Communist China. We know that
Broken Hill Pty. Ltd. sends steel and gal-
vanised iron to Communist China. We
know that wool is exported from this coun-
try to Communist China. Is it exaggerat-
ing to suggest that the steel which Broken
Hill Pty. Ltd. sends at great profit to Com-
munist China is not used for the purpose
of making armaments? Is it exaggerating
to suggest that the wool which goes from
this country to Communist China is not
used for making uniforms for soldiers, and
so on?

So I emphasise again that, when it
comes to trading, these great anti-Com-
munist businessmen, these great patriots,
forget all their political ideas, their sup-
posed principles, and all their alleged con-
victions. and go chasing the pounds, shil-
lings, and pence from any country from
which they can get it, without any thought
at all as to whether what they are doing
might not some day be used against this
country.

The member for Mt. Marshall also made
an interjection about Britain joining the
European Common Market. I think that
is a tremendously important question be-
cause it will directly affect the primary in-
dustries of this State; and they play an
important part in the finances of the State
Government. I think Great Britain is
certain to go into the European Common
Market. I think it is already committed
to go into it. I am quite certain that it is
not going into it because of sentimental
reasons: it is going in because of the
question of trade. I would think, from my
experience, that the British Government
has been under great Pressure from some
of the biggest industrial concerns in Great
Britain to enter this European Common
Market. I am not saying that all the
industrial companies in Britain. or those

associated with them, want Britain to join
the European Common Market; but I am
saying that there has been sufficient pres-
sure from a number of big business con-
cerns in Britain upon the Conservative
Government in that country to make it
practically impossible for that Government
to refuse to enter the European Common
Market.

Here again, it is purely and simply a cold.
calculated question of trade. I think we
all know that Britain has been working
under an economy which is the same as we
have been working under in Australia, and
in Western Australia. For years now that
economy has been one where there has
been an extremely strict control exercised
over wages and salaries and no control
over profits and prices. In that situa-
tion, as we have seen only too clearly
in Western Australia as well as in the other
States of this country, costs of production
keep rising and rising until the stage is
reached where the demand for the goods
we have for export falls in the countries
which normally buy from us; and, in ad-
dition, the ability of our people to buy the
same volume of our own goods is reduced.
Some people seem to think that the only
yardstick of progress is to be found in the
balance sheets of big companies.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): The
honourable member's time has expired.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [11.30 pm.]: I
want to take advantage of the oppor-
tunity now to say something in connection
with unemployment, which I was unable
to say earlier. I noticed in The West
Australian this morning, on the left-hand
side of the page, where the Prime Minister
was reported as having said that the credit
squeeze was ended. On the same page, but
on the right-hand side, there was a heading
that there were more sackings and that
they were growing. I cannot reconcile the
two statements. The first said that the
credit squeeze had ended, and yet the
second said that the sackings were on the
increase.

One was a statement of opinion by the
Prime Minister, and the other was a state-
ment of fact. So I think we must accept
the situation that unemployment through-
out Australia is on the increase. I was
told by representatives of the men who
attended at Parliament House that there
were, in Western Australia today, regis-
tered with the trade unions a lesser number
of building trade operatives than there
bad been in any period since 1951: and
despite that reduced number of operatives
there were over 500 of them out of work.

So we are faced with the situation that
there are fewer building tradesmen in
Western Australia today than there have
been for 10 Years. One would expect the
demand for building tradesmen would have
increased considerably during that tune,
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but we find that there are over 500 of
them out of work. Anybody who can con-
template those figures and then say that
the situation Is not one of extreme urgency
does not know what he is talking about.

Mr. Perkins: There have been many
shifts in the trade you know.

Mr. TONKIN: There may have been. A
lot of men have left the industry because
of the policy of the Government.

Mr. Hawke: Hear, hear!
Mr. Heal: They have joined the Po1ice

Force.
Mr. TONKCIN: They have left because

there is no longer any stability in Govern-
ment policy. I have been told, though
I have not had an opportunity to
check it, that the Government in its
selective tendering has let tenders to one
firm whose cheques have been bouncing;
and that some of the prices at which work
has been sub-contracted out are so
ridiculously low-particularly those with
regard to the laying of bricks--that it is
a sheer impossibility for a man to make
wages. Those are the factors which have
contributed towards driving men out of
the industry.

I sought to obtain from the Minister
today some figures with regard to the
appretinceship system; because we on this
side of the House have been drawing
attention for some time to the fact that
the Government's policy is resulting In
fewer apprentices being trained; and we
are reaching the stage when there will be
insufficient building tradesmen in the State
to enable the State to carry out its ordinary
developmental work.

The Government denied that. The Gov-
ernment said it is watching the position;
that it is being examined. The Minister
has made several statements along those
lines-that the situation is being watched,
and that the necessary steps will be taken
at the proper time. He said today he did
hot admit that the small number of
apprentices being trained was insufficient
for the State's requirements. He did not
admit that. I think it was his business to
find out, because he knew the figures of
apprentices being trained.

Mr. Perkins:, You are not allowing any-
thing for shifts in the trade.

Mr. TONKIN: That has nothing to do
with this at all.

Mr. Perkins: If you say that, you do not
know anything about it.

Mr. TONKIN: The point I dealt with
was: What is the number of apprentices
being trained, and is the number adequate
for the State's requirements? What has
that to do with the nonsense the minister
was talking a second ago? And the Min-
ister said he did not accept the position
that it was not sufficient. But he did not
say whether it was or whether it was not,
because he did not take any steps to find
out,

Mr. Perkins: We are watching it very
closely.

Mr. TONKIN: Watching it closely with-
out knowing anything about it. That is
on a par with the undertaking the Minister
gave me In a letter-that he was going to
reply in detail to the points I raised. Hle
subsequently said I was wrong, because
somebody said I was wrong.

Mr. Perkins: I think the person who said
you were wrong would have a great deal
more knowledge of the subject than would
you,

Mr. TONKIN: That same person told
the Minister that it was the practice all
over Australia for totalisators to take a
ticket for win and place on every horse
in every race. The Minister repeated that
today, did he not? I am telling the Min-
ister that is a lot of nonsense, because it
is not standard practice at all.

Mr. Perkins: You have been proved
wrong in every forecast you have made
about the T.A.B.

Mr. TONKIN: Does the Minister say
now, or does he not, that it is standard
Practice for the totalisator to take a win
and place ticket bor every horse in every
race?

Mr. Hawke* Silene!
Mr. Grahamn: Clueless!
Mr. TONKIN, Does the Minister say

that or does he not? Echo answers,
"No."

Mr. Perkins: Everyone of the forecasts
you have made has been wrong. We
would be broke if we followed your fore-
casts.

Mr. TONKIN: What about answering
my question?

Mr. Perkins: I am not going to make
a speech at your request.

Mr. TONKIN: It does not require a
speech.

Mr. Hawke: I do not think the Min-
ister can wobble out of that one.

Mr. TONKIN: Of coursc he cannot, be-
cause it is recorded in Hansard. The
chairman of the T.A.B. told the Minister
that fiction; and I am telling the minister
it is not so at all. All that happens with
regard to the totalisator is that just prior
to the starting of the race the totalisator
official, whose Job it is to watch the in-
vestments, takes a ticket only on those
horses which are unsupported. Sometimes
he would not take a ticket at all. That is a
vastly different matter from its being stan-
dard practice to take a ticket straight-out
and place on every horse in every race.
So much for the knowledge of the chair-
man of the T.AB.

Mr. 'Hawke* You can see the Minister
for Works understands what you are talk-
ing about.

81.
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Mr. Perkins: If you think that gives
You any satisfaction, you are easily satis-

:fied.
Mr. TONKIN: I think it completely

dlebunks what the Minister said.
Mr. Perkins: Why don't you grow up?

How ridiculous can you get!
Mr. TONKIN: The Minister said some-

thing was standard practice which is not
standard practice at all. Another point
I wish to raise in connection with this
matter of the totalisator is that it is Stan-
dard Practice to have an auditor present
the whole time. He gives an auditor's
certificate for every event with regard to
Investments; yet this show of the Min-
ister's did not have an auditor for months.

Mr. Perkins: Your worry is that the
T.AB, is too profitable.

Mr. TONKIN:
auditor for months.

It did not have an

Mr. Perkins: All Your forecasts have
gone wrong.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts):
would draw the honourable member's
tention to the fact that interjections
disorderly.

I
at-
are

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister said all my
forecasts were wrong. One of my fore-
casts was that if bookmakers and the
T.AB, paid out at the odds declared on
the tote in the Eastern States they would
not have any surplus. Despite the stlate-
ment of the Minister in this House and in
another place that the TA.B, would, for
a period of six months, be paying out at
the tote odds declared in the Eastern
States, the board did not do so for a
single day. The Minister today gave the
reason in this House: that it was out of
consideration for the bookmakers!

Mr. Perkins: If you
of deputations I have
bookmakers you would
I have said is true.

knew the number
received from the
realise that what

Mr. TONKIN: So my forecast was not
wrong. The practice which the board
followed subsequently was for the reason I
gave.

Mr. Perkins: You are splitting straws
again.

Mr. TONKIN: I told the Minister the
reason why his local pool could not be put
into operation along the lines he suggested,
because it was calculated that the pool
would lose money if that were done. That
was one forecast of mine which was not
wrong.

The Minister told this House that when
the legislation was Passed there would be
an immediate loan of £25,000 from each
of the two clubs concerned. The Minis-
ter's own word was "immediate.' My in-
terpretation of the meaning of that word
is, "without delay" or "straightaway." Did

members hear the answer which the Min-
ister gave in reply to a question I asked
today when he said the two clubs have
not advanced the £25,000 yet?

Mr. Perkins: It has not been necessary to
do that.

Mr. TONKIN: The clubs made a loan of
£2,500 in January. The Minister told this
House there would be an immediate loan
of £25,000.

Mr. Perkins: What are you complaining
about?

Mr. TONKIN: I am complaining that
when Ministers opposite make statements,
those statements do not mean anything.

Mr. Perkins: That is the sort of argu-
ment one would expect from children in
their first year at school.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister's reasoning
is that it does not matter what he says
when he introduces a Bill.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): I must
ask the Minister to maintain order and
refrain from interjecting.

Mr. TONKIN: When the interruptions
drew me away from the illustrative path
I was following. I was referring to the un-
employment position and the fact that we
are not training sufficient apprentices in
this State in order to make up the loss
in building tradesmen. The Minister does
not know whether or not we are training
sufficient: but he told me months ago the
position would be watched and the Gov-
ernment would take appropriate steps to
have the Position corrected, if it became
adverse.

The Premier has consistently refused to
receive deputations to discuss the unem-
ployment question. This is the first time
within my knowledge that any Premier
has taken such a course, irrespective of
the colour of the Government in office.
I can remember the late Philip Collier
receiving deputations: I can remember
the late Sir James Mitchell receiving de -
putatlons; but this Premier takes the
stand that no good would come from any
discussion with representatives of the un-
employed. He knows all there is to know:
his Government is taking all the steps he
thinks it is possible to take; so a deputa-
tion from the unemployed would only be
a waste of time! He has declined the
request which was submitted to him by
the member for Fremantle on behalf of
the unemployed who urged that an at-
tempt should be made to get the Premier
to hear their case. I do not know what
has resulted from the last attempt, but
there was a meeting of the unemployed
in Fremantle called by the mayor. It was
unanimously decided at that time that the
mayor should make a request to the Pre-
mier that a deputation, representative of
the meeting, should wait upon him to
discuss this matter.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): The
honourable member's time has expired.
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MR. HALL (Albany) [11.45 p.m.]: I
cannot allow this occasion to pass without
speaking on the unemployment position.
We were restricted earlier this evening ini
our utterances, but we now have a little
more time at our disposal. The figures
which 'we see in the Press do not indicate
the true picture. Unemployment figures
have been published and ridiculed, and
another set has been put up the following
day.

If we were to look at the picture impar-
tially, and at the position of those who
are affected, we would find that those on
fixed pensions and fixed incomes-people
who, as in the case of an old couple, in
the past have been able to supplement
their incomes by £17 l0s a week-are not
able to get over a crisis which might be
brought about by an Increase in the cost
of living. With the introduction of new
valuations in respect of rating, an ex-orbitant increase in water rates has been
levied on properties, including those
owned by people in receipt of a fixed in-
come of £5 a week,

in the past an old couple were able to
supplement their income by £7 l0s. a week.
With the unemployment position, that in-
come has been taken out of the economy
of the State and the Commonwealth, It
is easy to see the effect. Commerce, and
manufacturers of the articles which the
pensioners purchased with this amount of
£7 10s. a week, have been affected. This
amount has been taken out of circulation,
and consequently a partial recession has
been created.

The effect of the increased water rates
has driven many of these people on fixed
incomes out of their homes-homes In
which they have reared their famnilies.
They are the People who have fought in
wars for this country. In other words,
they are being driven underground. They
have reached the age in life when they
want to sit back in retirement, hut they
find the burden of increased rates and
taxes too much to permit of their doing
that. it takes too much for them to live,
and they cannot supplement their incomes
because of the unemployment 'which exists.
This presents a tremendous difficulty to
those who are on fixed incomes.

Before the end of the last session of
Parliament I raised the question of the
building of a new gaol at Albany. Sites
were inspected and we were led to believe
that an announcement regarding the pro-
ject would be made forthwith. If ever
there is an occasion for the Chief Sec-
retary to make an announcement and put
the machinery into operation for the
building of the new gaol at Albany, it Is
now. The Public Works Department work
force in Albany, which has done an admir-
able Job in the construction of the regional
tiospital, Is being broken up into-small
marties.

The boys who live in the metropolitan
area are now returning from Albany to
add to the number of unemployed here.
Some time in December there will be 71 in
all, including carpenters and labourers,
who will cease work on that project. The
biggest proportion of those 71 are people
who have established homes in Albany
and reared families there. Now is the
time to implement the second phase of the
public works programme, in order to take
up that lag in employment. Unless we
have the power to take up the slack
through the Public Works Department
and set in motion the work I referred to,
there will always he unemployment. Pri-
vate enterprise will not take up the slack
at any time.

I have often said that the three com-
ponents which make up a sound economy
are land, labour, and capital. Capital
always comes last. If the Government
allows this section of the community to go
into a recession it will have widespread
effects. I have said this before in regard
to our pensioners. These people have
families, and they pay rent and rates; and
when they get into trouble because of back
rents, and so on, the Government is in
trouble, no matter wvhat its political colour.

We find today that in Albany for the
first time there is the exorbitant number
of 108 people jobless. I would like to quote
from the Albany Advertiser of the 21st.
July last, as follows:-

More than 100 people-maInly semi-
skilled and unskilled workers-are
unemployed in Albany district.

Several more people are likely to be
retrenched soon when work is com-
pleted oni the new Co-operative Bulk
Handling wrheat silos.

Wheat silos at Albany are also reaching
the point of termination. We find too,
that work on our hospital is reaching the
point of termination, There is an adverse
eff ect from the closing down of these two
jobs and the Government should implement
its works programme to keep the people In
the district. These people were born in
the district, their families are there, and
they desire to remain there. Centralisa-
tion today is, in my opinion, taking the
intestines out of the country. People are
being attracted to the city where they-
become strap-hangers. Centralisation
must be tackled by some Government,
whether it be this Government or a future,
one.

Mr. Graham: This one has not much.
time left.

Mr. HALL: Another point on which T"
wish to speak is that of Import restrictsonc
which should have been imposed by thas,
Menzies Government to give selective pro-
tection to some of the industries which are.
vital to the internal structure of the Conm-
monwealth of Australia and of this Stats_



[ASSEMBLY.]

'The industry which has been badly affected
An my electorate-and very much so in the
-Eastern States-is the textile trade. This
industry has always done an admirable job,
oand very few disputes have taken place in
the history of that trade. We find today
thbat this industry is losing business, and
we see retrenchments for the first time.

I think I have covered the main Points
which I wished to make in this short time:
but before concluding, I would like to quote.
for the enlightenment of members, from a
News Release dated the 17th July, last. It
is written by the Hon. William McMahon.
Minister for Labour and National Service
in the Commonwealth Government. It
reads as follows:-

At 30th June. there were 111,684
persons registered with the Common-
wealth Employment Service for em-
ployment. 9,130 more than at 2nd
June. There was a reduction of 781
in Queensland, but the numbers in-
creased in each of the other States.
The total number registered repre-
sented 2.7 per cent. of the estimated
Australian work force of about 4.2
million persons. The percentage in
each State was as follows:-

New South Wales -2.7
Victoria .. ... .. 2.5
Queensland .. ... 2.3
South Australia ... 2.3
Western Australia .. 12.3
Tasmania .... -.. 2.4

At 1st July, 57,154 persons were re-
ceiving unemployment benefit, an in-
crease of 12,044 since 3rd June. There
were increases in all States.

it is obvious we have been going steadily
into a decline. Our unemployment has
grown, and this is snowballing into further
unemployment: and, unless the matter is
taken up seriously by this Government and
the Commonwelath Government of Aus-
tralia, I am afraid it will reach great
dimensions that we will not be able to
control.

MR. W. HEGNEY (Mt. Hawthorn) [11.55
pm.]: I propose to again address myself
to the matter of unemployment for
a short period this evening, because I
think it is of the utmost importance to
a great number of people in Western Aus-
tralia. I suggest that the Government is
not giving the serious attention to the
problem that it should. At this stage I
would like to quote from The West Aus-
tralian. I was prevented from doing so
earlier this evening when the Speaker in-
dicated that I would be out of order If
I did. The extract I wish to read is from
The West Australian dated the 27th April
last. The article is headed. "State's Plans
Need Bigger Work Farce", and it reads as
follow:-

The population of Western Austra-
lis would have to rise by a least 60.000
to cope with investment decisions

made in the State in the past year,
Industrial Development Minister Court
said today.

Construction work alone would ab-
sorb a minimum labour force of at
least 5,000 people for a number of
years, he told New South Wales ac-
countants in a luncheon address.

An analysis of past figures in W.A.
indicated that every 100 new industrial
jobs created:

200 additional jobs.
178 more households.
£212,000 more Personal income

annually.
£100,000 more annual retail sales.

Mr. Court said he had no hesitation
in forecasting that W.A. would have a
50 per cent, population increase and
pass the 1,000,000 mark by 1970.

In passing, I might say that the Minister
for Health hopes to complete his hospital
programme by the end of the century. He
indicated that to me earlier this evening.
I quoted that extract to show that the im-
plication in it to the people of Western
Australia was that there would be no un-
employment-that there would be a pro-
gressive increase in the number of the
work force: and also to show that in a few
years' time the population will increase by
about 33 per cent.

Various public people in Australia-re-
sponsible Ministers of State and Federal
Governments-have been making different
statements. I am not going to quote the
statements already given by. I think, the
member for South Fremantle earlier this
evening, and by the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition. They both made reference to
two statements in this morning's issue of
The West Australian, one of which com-
pletely contradicted the other. That is
already on record. Therefore. I propose
to read another extract, which contains the
views of a senior Federal Minister. I quote
from an article in The West Australian of
Monday. the 31st July last-only a week
ago-which is headed, "Job Shortage A
Surprise, Says Barwick.' The article reads
as follows:-

Attorney-General Sir Garfield Bar-
wick said on television tonight that
unemployment because of the credit
squeeze was bigger than the Federal
Government would have wished or
could truly have expected.

He said the Government had come
out of the credit squeeze well.

In your little borough, or town of Bunbury,
Mr. Chairman, there are nearly 200 regis-
tered unemployed: and I believe there are
quite a number of others not registered
but who are on part time or fully unem-
ployed. To continue-

When it applied the squeeze it knevi
there would be some dislocation bul
did not know how much. This woulc
be very hard to envisage.
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"We didn't put the squeeze on and
hope for the best," he said.

'They must have hoped for the worst. This
is the Attorney-General in the Common-
wealth Government!

Mr. Hawke* What a no-hoper!
Mr. W. HEGNEY: The article continues-

The effects of the squeeze would be
over by Christmas, said Sir Garfield.

Is that not wonderful consolation to all
those registered unemployed In this State
and throughout Australia and to the thou-
sands who are on part time? It is a
wonderful consolation to them to know that
the credit squeeze will be over by next
Christmas and Mr. Menzies says, "We have
come out of the credit squeeze very well
and everything is now nornal." Let me
proceed with the article-

People who exaggerated the disloca-
tion would aggravate the whole posi-
tion.

Parts of the Press and public, and
not the Government, were responsible
for the present lack of confidence.

Here is Sir Garfield saying they do not
know where they are going: but he finishes
up by saying it will be over by Christmas;
and Mr. Mvenuies says it is over now. There
are over 150,000 people out of work, and
he says we have come out of the credit
squeeze very well!

I have no doubt that the Federal Minis-
ters have come out of it very well, but the
thousands of single people who are exist-
ing on £3 5s. a. week and the married men
who are receiving a little over £6 a -week
have not come out of the credit squeeze
very well. The attitude of the Govern-
ment has been one of an impersonal or
disinterested nature.

I am going to quote from the leading
article of The West Australian of Tuesday,
the 1st August, headed, 'Time to Pull
Together." The extract reads--

Attorney-General Sir Garfield Bar-
wick showed far too bold a face when
he said that the Federal Government
had come out of the credit squeeze
well. With unemployment consider-
ably over 1004000 it is not out of it at
all, and hardly seems on the way out.

Although this Government might be! The
article continues--

Though some action had to be taken
in November, the fact of this unemn-
ployment is evidence enough that the
Government overdid the squeeze. It did
not expect that so many would lose
their jobs. It did not calculate that
it would have to cut the intake of
migrant workers, which it certainly
did not want to do. Not did it antici-
pate that even after the retraction of
emergency measures it would take in-
dustry and business so long to get
going again.

The following is quoted from the Daily
News of the 20th July:-

JOBS CUT, GOODS BANC tUP
Canberra, Thurs.: Output dropped

in 33 industries and employment
dropped in 29 industries in the year
ended in May.

A Federal Government survey of
Australian manufacturing activity re-
vealed this today.

Stocks of finished goods banked up
in all industries, with stocks of new
motor vehicles increasing by more
than 100 per cent. and stocks in other
industries increasing by an average of
20 per cent.

Many of the industries surveyed
forecast further reductions in output
and employment.

The survey, carried out by the Trade
Department, covered 44 industries and
involved about 1,000 interviews with
executives.

The industries covered in the sur-
vey employ more than 300,000 people.
or about 30 per cent of the manufac-
turing work force.

Five Groups
The industries covered in the sur-

vey are in five groups:
Building and construction

materials.
Basic materials, such as steel,

textile yarns and non-ferrous
metals.

Engineering products.
Durable consumer goods, such

as refrigerators and motor
vehicles.

Non-durable consumer goods,
such as clothing and tobacco.

We can see from these different state-
ments that there is no co-operation or any
definite policy or understanding between
Ministers of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, which is of the same political
character as our State Government. Yet
when a responsible Premier of the senior
State in Australia asked that a conference
of Premiers be convened, our Liberal
Premier did not feel it incumbent upon
hini to agree to the request; but when
another Premier made a request, then he
decided to agree.

It is true that the building industry is
a barometer. If the building Industry is
buoyant, then, to borrow the phrase of
the member for Albany, it has a snowball
effect which creates a demand in many
other industries. Today there are some
hundreds of building trades workers, both
skilled and semi-skilled, anxious for work:
but there is none for them. How long Is
this to go on? They do not want to go
on the dole. Some still have sad and
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bitter memories of what occurred during
the last depression, a situation which was
solved to some considerable extent by the
war. These people are anxious to obtain

Lejfployment, but they cannot do so.

We would like to know from the Min-
:ister for Works, the Premier, and the
'Min ster for industrial Development, what
prospects there are for a decrease in the
number of unemployed in this State. We
are entitled to know, and it is hoped that
the Present Government will address itself
to the problem and inform the House of
its intentions before many days are over.
Up to date the attitude and performance
of the Government has been, if not callous,
certainly disinterested in regard to this
problem; and the people are entitled to
lexpect that full employment should be
aimed at and provided in a State such
as ours.

The minister for Industrial Develop-
mnent has made a number of statements
from time to time as to what employment
is to be offered to the people and how
many. thousands of Jobs will be made
available. But this is, I repeat, poor con-
solation, and of no value whatever to the
enormous number of people in the metro-
politan area and in various country centres
who cannot find work of any kind. As
I1 have already said, many of these people
are married and are receiving no un-
employment relief, because they have
elected to try to fend for themselves.
]However, the time is coming. I have no
doubt, When the registered number will
he on the increase unless something is
done to stop the mounting tide of un-
employed.

I must put the member for South Perth
right, although I do not want to waste
too much time on his remarks. He -said
earlier that members on this side of the
]House asked or urged certain people to
attend the session this evening. To Say
the least of it, it is untrue, and he has
no foundation for his statement. As far
as 1 am. aware those men acted spon-
taneously. most of them are members of
industrial organisations and came here in
an orderly manner. They are entitled to
come here at any time when the House
is in session, and it ill becomes the mem-
ber for South Perth to say that members

cnthis side of the House, because of im-
:proper motives, urged people to Come to
Lthe gallery this evening.

I am not going to touch on other sub-
jects at this stage, because there will be
further opportunities for discussing certain
points. I made the remark when I spoke
on the motion for the suspension of
;Standing orders that the position was So
serious that the House could well direct
its attention to this particular subject ex-
clusively for a certain time and then allow
the other subjects to he dealt with under
the Address-in-Reply debate.

I hope that the members of the Govern-
ment, led by the Premier, will give some
indication of what the Government pro-
poses to do to relieve the increasing
amount of distress and unemployment
in this State.

MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth) £12.10
am.]: The member for Mt. Hawthorn
has made reference to the unemployed
who came to Parliament House tonight.
In the course of his remarks he denied
that the Labor Party had arranged the
demonstration. I would like to say that
I am perfectly prepared to accept his re-
marks because I have no means of dis-
proving themn; but it is quite obvious that
those people were brought here at the in-
stigation of the Labor Party.

it is an extraordinary thing that when
members of the Liberal Party came to the
car park, which was the only place avail-
able to them, they had to be hustled out
of the way in order that members of the
Labor Party could be photographed for
television. Members were hustled out of
the car park to enable Labour leaders to
be photographed against the background.
If they get some solace out of that sort of
publicity at the expense of the unem-
ployed in order to further their own
political ends, then they are welcome to it.

I fail to find any real Concern on the
part of the Labor Party members with re-
gard to the unemployment position which
exists in Western Australia today. I might
be pardoned for asking, and I think I am
Perfectly justified in asking: How serious
is the position?

Mr. Graham: You would be the judge,
wouldn't you ?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I do not want to be
the judge; but I have the facts to go on.
Let us take some of the questions which
were placed on today's notice Paper. There
were 33 questions on the notice paper,
put there exclusively by the Labor Party
-all except one; there were 33 questions
on the notice paper, and only onle related
to unemployment.

Mr. Tonkin: Which notice Paper are
You reading from?

Mr. GRAYDEN: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition had 13 questions on that
notice paper. He had 12 questions re-
lating to the Totalisator Agency Board
and S.F. betting.

Mr. Graham: So what?

Mr. GRAYDEN: But he had only one
question in respect of unemployment.
Which is the uppermost question in the
mind of the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion: unemployment or the T.A.B.? If it
were unemployment, would he not have
had 12 questions in respect of that sub-
ject on the notice paper? But, of course
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his main concern is S.P. betting. As for
the other members, they are not interested
in this question.

Mr. Turns: That is tripe.
Mr. GRAYDEN: Only one question re-

lated to unemployment. Members can see
from the notice paper that that is typical
of the attitude of members of the Opposi-
tion. Tonight we have had a glorious
opportunity of getting on to Supply and
debating this question. We still have not
got on to it. Members have been talking
about everything under the sun rather
than taking the opportunity of really de-
bating this question; because they know
they cannot debate it.

It is quite all right for members to go
around in by-elections-even the, Victoria
Park by-election-and put out pamphlets
and say that the Liberal Party has con-
tributed to unemployment. They do that,
and they do it by means of pamphlets;
but they cannot come here and sub-
stantiate what they say, because we would
produce the facts.

There are 6,500 more people in employ-
ment today than when the Labor Govern-
ment left office, not ten years ago but two
years ago. There are 500, or getting on to
600. fewer unemployed today than there
were when the Labor Government left
office.

Mr. Hawke: That is not so.
Mr. GRAYDEN: Not ten years ago, but

two years ago. This was not a serious
matter to them when Labor members were
in office. It was not a serious question
then, and we did not see any demonstra-tion at Parliament House. It was glossed
over. We have the position now when
members come here and try to say that
the country is facing an economic crisis,
or something to that effect, and that the
situation is far worse than it was two years
ago. We hear them saying that; yet in
Western Australia we have a 2.3 per cent.
unemployment figure. We do not hear any
criticism of New South Wales, where un-
employment is immeasurably higher.

Mr. Evans: So is the population.
Mr. GRAYDEN: The figure in New South

Wales is 2.7 per cent. We do not hear
any criticism, because New South Wales is
governed by a Labor Government. If what
the Labor members say in this House is
correct, the same thing applies in New
South Wales; and the State Government
there is ever so much more at fault than
this Government.

Mr. Evans:* What does Sir Thomas Play-
ford think about the situation in South
Australia?

Mr. GRAYDEN: Members criticised the
United Kingdom, and the Leader of the
Opposition was talking about Russia. We
have ranged far and wide tonight, but we
have not touched upon the position in
New South Wales: and for very good

reason. If this debate has done nothing
else, it has afforded an opportunity for
members of the Labor Party to find out
the true position regarding unemployment
in Western Australia, They can now go back
to their electorates and say, "Yes, there
is unemployment and everybody has a right
to be Concerned about it; but it was ima-
measurably worse when we were in office,"

We would not expect them to tell the
people there are 6,500 more people em-
ployed now than there were when they left
office. They can gloss over it in the Vic-
toria Park by-election and in their elec-
torates. Let them be truthful on the issue;,
let them say that the position so far as
unemployment today is concerned is far
better than when they left the Treasury
bench, even though prices for our primary
products then were ever so much better
than they are today.

Mr. Bickerton: Unemployment is better.
That is what we are saying. What is worse
is employment.

Mr. GRAYDEN: There is no point in con-
tinuing to go over and over these facts-
they are in black and white for any person
to see. I would say that the one thing that
has become crystal clear in consequence
of listening to members of the Opposition
is that they have no constructive com-
ments to offer in respect of this situation
which faces Western Australia-nothing
constructive at all. The only way to en-
sure employment is to go out as Ministers
of this Government have been doing-and
I have the greatest admiration for the
way they have been doing it-to attract
new industry to Western Australia. That
will ensure employment.

Mr. Crommelin: Hear, hear!
Mr. GRAYDEN: Do we get employment

by taking the attitude of the member for
East Perth?. What does he do? He
criticises any attempt by Ministers of this
Government to attract new industries to
western Australia. He remarked tonight
that if a big businessman comes to Western
Australia members of this Government go
out of their way and hurry to meet him
and show him about and do something for
him. Yet he criticises the Government for
that. No wonder that when his Govern-
ment was in office we did not attract new
industry to Western Australia on a scale
comparative to that which we do today. I
have a list of 55 new factories which
have been established in the past two years.
I can read out the list, and nothing will
give me greater pleasure.

Mr. Hawke: A bakehouse is a factory.
Mr. Graham: And the T.A.B.

r[The Deputy Chairman o! Committees
(Mr. W. A. Manning) took the Chair.]

Mr. GRAYDEN: Just let us take a brief
look at some of the industries which are
being established in Western Australia.
There is the B.F. lubricating oil refinery,
with a capital investment of £8,000,000 to
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£10,000: there is Western Illuminiurn,
£5,000,000; the La Porte project, £6,000,000;
and Australian Paper Manufactures,
£2,500,000 to £2,750,000.

Mr. May: Don't bring that up!

Mr. GRAYDEN: Then there is the
Foster Clarke's Project. £500,000; Cable
Makers and Metal Manufacturers, £500,000;
and then 'with 'regard to projected indius-
tries which will be brought here as a con-
-sequence of the activities of this Govern-
ment, we have the integrated iron and
steel industry at Swinana, with a capital
investment of £40,000,000: and the stan-
dardisatian of the railway gauge, a pro-
ject which has been obtained as a con-
sequence of this Government-

Mr. J'amieson: When was that an-
nouncement made? I have forgotten the
date.

Mr. GRAYDEN: That will involve a
huge expenditure of £41,000,000. Then we
have the development of the Koolyanob-
bing iron ore deposits, and the necessary
facilities, with a capita) investment of
£5,000,000. All these projects are separate
and distinct from the 44 factories-

Mr. Hawke: Bakehouses.
Mr. GRAYDEN: I have not had time

to read out the list; but from those f ew
industries I1 have mentioned we can see
'why this Government has been. able to
put another 6,500 people into jobs since
it took office two years ago, and still have
fewer unemployed than when the Labor
Government left office. We see why that
is when we look at the details I mentioned.
If I were to read the number of people
who will be employed as a consequence of
these industries being established members
would be extremely surprised.

Mr. Tomns: I'll say! You might be,
too.

Mr. Hawke: The member for Narrogin
would be surprised.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Yet we have the mem-
ber for Mt. Hawthorn this evening asking
us to show the Opposition how the Gov-
ernment is going to increase employment
in Western Australia. On one alone of the
Projects which I mentioned 3,200 people
will be employed,

Mr. Jamieson: Which one is that?
Mr. GRAYDEN: It was in the first three

that I read out.
Mr. Jamieson: When will that be?
Mr. ORAYDEN: if we are to obtain

full employment in Western Australia the
only way to do it is-

Mr. Toms: Change the Government.
Mr. GRAYDEN: -to entice new indus-

tries into this State; and that is Precisely
what the Government is doing.

Mr. Bickerton: The Government is
buying new industries.

Mr. GRAYDEN: How can the Govern-
ment do its job eff ectively if at every step
it is being criticised by the Opposition
for its actions? Once we attract an in-
dustrialist here he is immediately criticised
by the member for East Perth, or some
other member of the Opposition. Even this
evening we had the Leader of the Opposi-
tion gently chiding the Government for
negotiating a deal in - wheat with Red
China.

Mr. Hawke: How did the Government
negotiate that deal? It is the first I knew
about it.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I presume he meant
Permit wheat to be Sold to Red China.

Mr. Hawke: The Government could
neither permit it nor refuse to permit it.

Mr. GRtAYDEN: It would give members
on this side no greater pleasure than to
trade extensively with Russia. Our dif-
ference with Russia is an ideological one;
and if we can trade with Russia, it will
certainly help world understanding, But I
do not think we should be criticised for
going out of our way to obtain new markets
for wheat.

Mr. Rowberry: Who criticised that?
Mr. GRAYDEN; We were criticised. We

would go out of our way, and we have to go
out of our way to find markets for our
primary products, and do everything pos-
sible to ensure full employment in Western
Australia.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr. W. A.
Manning): Order! The honourabe mem-
ber's time has expired.

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) 112.24
am.): Perhaps I should remind you, Mr,
Deputy Chairman, that the honourable
member who has just resumed his seat is
one who, as a candidate just over two years
ago, caused the present Premier to issue a
special circular pleading with the electors
of South Perth to vote against an indivi-
dual by the name of Grayden.

Mr. Tonkin: Is it any wonder?
Mr. GRAHAM: Also, the present membei

for South Perth campaigned as vigorously
as he could against the prospect of thE
State being governed by those who occupy
the Treasury bench at the Present time
He certainly has had a most chequered
career, politically in the State-in the
Federal, back in the State, and, probably,
shortly out in the wilderness. But thi
evening he has apparently become eithes
the official or the unofficial spokesman fox
the Government.

Mr. May: The champion.
Mr. GRAHAM: I, for one, am heartiy

sick to death of the utterances of thk
Government. ever since it has been the
Government, regarding the grand and
glorious things that are just around thE
corner.

Mr. Hawke: in 19710 most of them.
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Mr. GRAHAM: And beyond, as has
been mentioned earlier. I think we should
give some examples, from official docu-
ments: and again I wish to quote from the
Speech of His Excellency the Governor at
the opening of Parliament last year. This,
of course, was written for him by the Gov-
ernment-and there is nothing new or
novel about that-so this is virtually the
Government speaking-

The past financial year has also been
one of notable progress. There are
signs that the economy has further
strengthened and that the pace of
progress is quickening.

Indicators of economic activity
encourage an increasing confidence in
the future.

The buoyant economy reflects the
results of a policy designed to stimulate
growth in every part of the State.

Mr. Brand: Hear, hear!

Mr. GRAHAM: Very fine words! We
pass on to a New Year's message: and if
ever The Sunday Times spread itself, it
did on this occasion. On the lst January
the issue of that paper carried a large
photograph of the present Premier, on the
front page, with tremendous headlines;
and then we see the following:-

The year 1961 could see the start of
the most prosperous and stable era in
Western Australia's history-

Mr. Hawke: The member for Toodyay
calls it "derror".

Mr. Craig: Why don't you get out of the
groove?

Mr. GRAHAM: The article goes on-
-the Premier, Mr. Brand, said in

a special interview with The Sunday
Times last night.

Then in The West Australian of the 15th
April this year there was a full-page ad-
vertisement styled "Report to the People
of Western Australia. The Brand Govern-
ment Reports Progress"; and under the
heading of "Migration" appears the follow-
ing:-

The Government has accepted the
challenge of increasing the migrant
inflow to meet the needs of the mas-
sive development plans for this decade.
The Federal Government has been
persuaded to resume Commonwealth
sponsored migration to Western Aus-
tralia.

And this was only a matter of weeks ago.

Then we had Sir John Dlwyer, just the
other day, having to state that the out-
look for Western Australia was extremely
bright and that increased strength and
confidence in Western Australia's second-
ary industries had been most noticeable in
recent months.

Mr. Craig: go it has.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is balderdash!
Plain, unadulterated balderdash! We
have been treated to instalment after in-
stalment of this sort of political tripe.

What is the situation? Month after
month, unemployment has been increas-
ing. There are more People on the dole
in Western Australia today than at any
Period since the conclusion of the second
World War. Yet the Government is still
speaking in these most extravagant terms.
The member for South Perth and others
endeavour to make out that the Opposi-
tion is opposed to big business and to
private enterprise. What we say and what
we have always said is that a Government
requires some sense of balance and re-
sponsibility, and this Government is doing
the sort of thing that no Government in
the Commonwealth of Australia is seeking
to do and what no Government of any
Political complexion in Western Australia
has sought to do.

This Government has gone berserk on
the catchcry of private enterprise, and the
arch villain of the Piece is the Minister
for Industrial Development. I have said
on several occasions that the worst day
in my experience in this Parliament was
the day when the Present member for
Nedlands came into it.

Mr. Court: You flatter me.
Mr. GRAHAM: And never was I more

accurate in my prediction.
Mr. Court: You flatter me.
Mr. GRAHAM: There shall be more said

with regard to his ingratiating himself
with certain interests by presenting those
interests with assets that belong to me
and the rest of the people of Western
Australia at less than half of their true
price. That statement can be proved. It
does not require all these fulsome words
from the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment. All of this Private enterprise, all of
this employment, all of this progress, and
all of this development are so many words,
because the plain cold facts and statistics
reveal what the true position is.

There is no arguing the facts; and so
we are reduced to the deduction that we
have had words, words, words from this
Government. But we have not had re-
sults. It is perfectly obvious that the
Government now finds it necessary to re-
sort to what all Governments have done:
namely, to endeavour to stimulate the
economy of the State by reasonably judi-
cial application of Public works expendi-
ture.

And so we find the Minister for Works
spending £900,000 in advance of his normal
Programme of expenditure in order to meet
the present economic crisis because private
enterprise has fallen down on the job, We
find that the Minister for Housing has
stated that work will probably commence
in September of this year-that is. next
month--on the construction of the Empire
Games village at Wembley Downs. It
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takes only a few months to build a house;
so in order to prop up this Government,
so that moneys might be spent between
now and election time to overcome the
problem of unemployment and of falling
trade, money is to be expended now on the
construction of the Games village with the
result that all those houses will be stand-
ing empty for almost twelve months.

Is this good government? No; the posi-
tion is that private enterprise, as we
found when we were the Government, falls
down on the job, and it is necessary for
the Government to come to the rescue.
That is precisely what is happening today.

This Government Is endeavouring to
create an artificial situation by spending
£960,000 before it should be spent the
construction of the Empire Games village
before it should be built, in order to pro-
vide employment because there would be
far more distress otherwise. I am thank-
fuli that that is being done to help the
people in need of employment and in need
of income, but it also points to the fact
that there is a most important part for
the Government to play and it cannot be
left entirely to private enterprise. We are
finding that day after day and week after
week the assets and the instrumentalities
belonging to the people of Western Aus-
tralia are being handed on a platter to
the political friends of this Government.

In the event of my earlier interjection
not having found a place in Hansard, 1
repeat that certain rewards have been
paid into Liberal Party funds; and because
some of the same persons are connected
with the firm which is taking over these
assets, this Government is responding by
being generous to the donors of those funds.
That statement is now recorded in Han-
sard, and if the Government would like
a Royal Commission appointed to inquire
Into the source of these funds, including
the secret funds of all political parties, it
will find that there will be no objection
raised by the Australian Labor Party.

Mr. Hawke: Or by the Country Party!
Mr. Craig: Thank you, Mr. Leader of

the Opposition.
Mr. GRAHAM: The Government can

probably claim it is doing a number of
things. This evening I took the trouble to
gather certain figures and I found that
for the forthcoming financial year there
will be available to the Government
of Western Australia, by comparison with
the last financial year of the Hawke Lab-
or Government, an additional £15,250,000.
I wonder what sort of results we have to
show for all this additional money? I
repeat that an additional £15,250,000 will
be available to this Government for the
forthcoming financal year, which repre-
sents revenue and loan moneys combined,

The Hawke Labor Government under-
took large projects such as the bridge
across the Narrows, the Serpentine dam,

big structures of one sort and another,
and all these new high schools in the
metropolitan area and in many country
towns, I could continue in greater detail,
but those are some of the projects that
were undertaken by the Hawke Labor
Government. However, this Government
is obtaining increased amounts which are
to be expended on assisting large paper
companies, the Hawker Siddeley group,
and so on, instead of providing public
buildings and amenities for our own
people.

In other words, this Government is com-
prised apparently of the most ardent
worshippers of Mammon. Wherever there
is big business there is a certain amount of
genuflecting and so on by this Government.
What is it to them that there are some
thousands of Western Australian citizens
who are bereft of their employment and
who are battling hard every day of the
week to provide for the needs of their
families? The Hawker Siddeley Company
could have paid this cheap, ridiculous price
for the State Building Supplies-a little
in excess of £2,000,000-and it would not
have made a dent in its financial re-
sources, and that money could have been
used by the Government to feed hungry
people.

There are pensioners who are living on
only £5 a week, who are able to travel at
half price on public transport, who are
eligible for certain medical benefits, and
who are excused for the payment of rates
and so on; but the poor unfortunate unem-
ployed individual must exist on £3 5s. per
week, with a little extra if there is a
wife, and practically nothing extra if there
is a child, and absolutely nothing extra if
there are more children. That financial
relief is provided by the Commonwealth
Government by means of Social Service
benefits. So I say that this Government
has not shown any concern for those
People.

Indeed, the Minister for Works is still
taking pride in the fact that periodically
he is continuing to sack men. As I said
before, I could quote their names. They
are men who have told wue that, in the
days of 1955 and 1956, when there were
about three jobs to every man and when
there were big wages being paid in pri-
vate industry to a tradesman at that time,
they stuck to their jobs with the Govern-
men because they were getting on in years
and they had some desire for security. In
consequence they kept to their employment
on the building of schools and other pub-
lic buildings, including the construction of
houses under the day-labour scheme.

[The Chairman of Committees (Mr.
Roberts) resumed the Chair.)

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: What about the
unemployed at that time?

Mr. GRAHIAM: What about them? ]If
the Minister cares to carry out some re-
search on the subject he will find that the
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Hawke Government did everything possible
to retain its own staff and employees and
to provide them with additional employ-
ment. What I am pointing out Is that
the Government this year has £;15,000,000-
odd more at its command than the Hawke
Labor Government had during its last
year of office.

But let us not get away from the point
that this Government is doing nothing to
help the unemployed. on the contrary, it
is kicking them where it hurts mast, be-
cause the great number of those are older
men; and what chance or prospect has a
person who is 58 or 63, or a similar age,
of receiving or gaining employment at a
time such as this?

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): Order!
The honourable member's time has ex-
pired.

MR. FLETCHER (Fremantle) 112.41
a.m.J I would like to have something
further to say on unemployment, particu-
larly in the light of the remarks made by
the member for South Perth, when be In-
sisted on implying that we are trying to
capitalise on the unemployment situation.
I regret somebody has just left the Cham-
ber, because he might have finished up
better informed. In so far as the unem-
ployment question in Fremnantle is con-
cerned I would like the chamber to know
that I had every opportunity to use that
unemployment position to the advantage
of the Labor Party, but I did not attempt
to do so.

The members who were unemployed in
Fremantle organised a committee of their
own, and they asked various members of
Parliament along to that meeting. I at-
tended; and I was requested, as member
for Fremantle, to write to the Premier. If
it were necessary, I could produce my
letter to the Premier and the Premier's
reply. I read the Premier's reply to an-
other unemployment meeting in the Fre-
mantle area, in order to report back to
them in a thoroughly democratic way.

They said they were dissatisfied with
the Premier's reply and again requested
me to write to the Premier, which I did.
The Premier again replied that he thought
no good purpose would be served in meet-
ing a deputation. The deputation desired
in a proper orderly democratic way to say
to the Premier that if all these industries
were coming to Western Australia surely
there must be some preparatory work
which could be given to them. For in-
stance, preparatory work would have to
be carried out on the approaches to the
bridge project. There must have been
other preparatory work which would have
needed to be done- in connection with the
paper mills and other industries-such as
sewerage and drainage and other work
associated with it. That is the sort of case
the deputation wanted to put up.

I will let the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition put the query as to what happened
arising from the last meeting at the Town
Hall. That was the meeting held at the
request of the trade union movement to
have His Worship the Mayor request a
deputation to the Premier. On that depu-
tation there were not only to be represen-
tatives of the unemployed but also a
rotarian and a member of the Retail
Traders' Association. I will leave the Pre-
Mier to answer that question of the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition. The Premier
was not prepared to meet the deputation.

I could have exploited 'that unemploy-
ment position for political purposes. I
would like the member for South Perth
to take notice of the fact that I had a
glorious opportunity, if I wished, to avail
myself of it. At the last meeting at the
Town Hall the Press came to me and said,
"You quoted letters you wrote to the Prem-
ier and the reply you received from the
Premier. Could we have a look at them?"
I told them they could not see the corres-
pondence. I felt it would have been con-
temptible on my part to exploit the
unemployment situation in that manner.
Had I shown the correspondence to the
Press it could have been published. I d~o
not say it would have been published, but
it could have been published, and I was
not prepared to place either the Premier
or the unemployed in such a position.
Accordingly I resent having wrong motives
imputed to our party in this respect. The
opportunity was there, but I did not take
advantage of it. I hope the Premier re-
spects that point of view.

However, I can say here what I could
have said in the paper: that I have no
doubt there will be slight improvement in
the unemployment position towards the
end of the year; anid, significantly, as it
gets closer and closer to the election day,
members opposite will not be too proud to
use the unemployment situation to their
own Political advantage. But if there is
unemployment to the extent there is now
their electoral prospects will be reduced
by that Proportion.

I have no doubt that they will deal with
the position to the extent of finding em-
ployment for those unemployed for the
purpose of enhancing their election pros-
pects in the next State election. I have
no doubt that members opposite will do
that; but I was not prepared to use the
unemployed. At that meeting I was asked
if I would report back the Premier's reply,
and I said I would as soon as I was in
receipt of it. I told the committee that I
would be glad to report back after receiv-
ing the Premier's reply. Members can
imagine my surprise therefore when I read
in the newspaper and heard on the State
news that I would be speaking the next
day on the Fremantle Esplanade. The
first I knew about it was at 7.15 p.m. on
Saturday.
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If I had not spoken I would have lef t
myself open to the criticism of not caring
for the unemployed in the Fremantle area.
Because Mr. Troy happens to support the
cause of the unemployed, does it mean that
I. or the Labor Party, should desert that
cauise? I say "No." It is my duty, as
member for the district, to do all I can for
those who are unemployed, and I had to
speak on their behalf. I was then, and
still am, most concerned about their
plight.

It seems to be the fashion to read Press
cuttings, and I would like to Quote an ex-
tract from today's issue of the Daily News.
The article is headed. "Tax Relief Pressed,"
and reads as follows:-

Tax concessions were needed to re-
store Australia's economy to normal,
business leaders in Sydney said to-
day.

The Federal Government action had
arrested dangerous "boom" conditions.
but only a tax "stimulus" could bring
a quick recovery.

Thbe businessmen were commenting
on a statement by Prime Minister
Menzies at a New South Wales Lib-
eral Party rally in Sydney Town Hall
last night.

Menzies said: "The Government's
economic policy has worked.

"It has produced the most magnifi-
cent result . . . it has saved our in-
ternational balances."

New South Wales Chamber of Com-
merce president J. C, Kenny said: "The
problem now is to get the economy
moving on an even keel again.

"To do this the Government should
speed up its public works programme
and give an economic 'nudge along'
with taxation concessions."

The 1961-62 Budget to be presented
next Tuesday night should contain
concessions in sales and personal taxa-
tion.

That is a contradiction if you like, Mr.
Chairman. on the one hand it is sug-
gested that the Government should speed
up its Public works Programme, and yet
here we are dissipating our Public works
force. The article says, "It has produced
the most magnificent result . . . it has
saved our international balances." Our
economy was never in a worse condition
either on a Federal or a State basis. On
the Federal basis our economy has rin
down so much that we have to borrow
£78,000,000 worth of dollars to try to
give an economic blood transfusion to our
economy. That is the situation we find
ourselves in today, yet they say that this
policy has been the means of saving our
overseas credit balances.

my purpose in rising was to Put the
record straight regarding the allegation
that we, on this side, were using the un-
employment situation to gain, a Political

advantage. I hope I have mfade my point
clear for the benefit of members opposite,
including the Premier.

MR. ROWBERRY (Warren) L 12.51 am.]:
I would like to reply to some allegations
that were made against the Oppositionl
by the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment earlier in this debate. In connection
with the sale of the State Building Sup-
plies he said that members on this side
went around and stirred up trouble. I
wonder from where the Minister got his
information. He also said there was comn-
plete agreement that the great dead hand
of Government had been lifted from in-
dustry, and because of that everybody was
happy. I wonder how many meetings the
Minister had with employees or former
employees of that instrumentality. I
wonder from where he got his idea that
everybody was happy. I wonder where he
got the idea that we as members of the
Opposition went around and stirred up
trouble.

I had the opportunity to attend a meet-
ing at each of the principal mills in my
electorate. I was invited to attend and
was asked for advice. Whenever the name
of the Minister for Industrial Development
was mentioned there were groans of
execration. I wonder if he would be pre-
pared to come down and address a meeting
of the employees of the State Building
Supplies.

Mr. Hawke: Not until he has received
his knighthood.

Mr. ROWBERRY: It would give me great
Pleasure' to introduce him, but I do not
guarantee to Protect him. To do that
would require more police officers than
were around this building today. Some
of the Points he raised about agreement
between the Government and the em-
ployees in respect of superannuation and
long-service leave left considerable doubts
in the minds of the men.

Mr. Court: No doubt in the minds of the
men, but some people tried to create a
doubt which has been dispelled.

Mr. ROWBERRY: My chief concern was
to ensure that the men did the right
thing and did not allow their indignation
against the Minister to cloud their better
judgment. I advised them firstly to sign
the agreement for employment with
Hawker Siddeley and then to apply for
long-service leave. Despite several dis-
cussions between representatives of the
unions and the Minister, no firm agreement
has been reached -as to how this long-
service leave is to be paid-whether it
be paid pro rata, or whether the service
be added to the service with Hawker
Siddeley.

I admit that the Government has agreed
to pay long-service leave pro rota after 12
months of employment, whereas previously
the agreement was payment. at the end



[Tuesday, 8 August, 1981.] 9

of three years' service. The men insisted
that their services had been terminated
by their employer, and under their agree-
ment they were entitled to payment of
long-service leave. They wanted to know
why that was not done and why there
were arguments, bickering, and confer-
ences between the Minister and the union
representatives.

Mr. Court: There has been no bickering.
The agreement has been signed for ages.

Mr. ROWBERRY: The views of the
union secretaries I have conversed with
are different. Because the Minister was
intransigent, his attitude could not be de-
fined and many protracted arguments took
place. There was no firm understanding
of the agreement with the union repre-
sentatives who wanted to present the
agreement to the men. They are still
not aware of the method to be adopted-
whether they can apply for long-service
leave on a pro rata basis for service up
to three years, or whether they should
apply for a continuation of their service
with Hawker Siddeley.

The Minister has said all that has been
set out in the schedule. It has, but the
method of applying the schedule and the
responsibilities of the employees in apply-
ing the schedule have not been explained.
They have not been told whether they are
entitled to pro rata payment in a lump
sum, or whether they have to continue
their services up to 10 years.

Mr. Hawke: Would they not have a
legal claim for pro rata payment because
of their retrenchment?

Mr. ROWBERRY: They have a legal
claim. They want to know why pro rata
payment has not been made, and they
want to know the reason for this schedule.
Their services were terminated with notice
at a certain date. Why was not the pro
rata payment for long-service leave made?

Mr. Court: You had better talk to the
union secretaries, because they are better
informed than you are. If a man elects
to take pro rata payment for long service
he could lose very attractive conditions
which have been offered to him.

Mr. ROWBERRY: That is not shown in
the schedule.

Mr. Hawke: Why should they lose, if
their claims are legal? Why should they
not have a cash Pro rata payment?

Mr. ROWBERRY: That is the point
which should have been cleared up: it
should not have arisen. When their ser-
vices were terminated the cash payment
should have been made. The men would
prefer cash payment, and the Minister
would find that out if he wanted to.

Regarding the sale of the State Building
Supplies, on more than one occasion the
Premier said he believed in free and pri-
vate enterprise. I pose this question to
the House: Would he have been retained

in Private enterprise as a salesman if he
had got no better terms for the sale of
an organisation than those he got for
the sale of the State Building Supplies-
if he had gone back to his employers and
told them he had sold an enterprise under
the conditions of sale applying to the State
Building Supplies?

Just to make it clear to the Committee,
let us have a look at the conditions of the
sale. As we know, £2,200,000 has to be
paid over a period of 20 years at the rate
of £200,000 Per Year.

Mr. Graham: NO; £100,000 Per year.
Mr. ROWBERRY: Yes; £100,000 per

annum. In case members jump to the
conclusion that this will mean an addi-
tional income of £:100,000 to be available
for the building of schools and hospitals,
I Would Point out that this is not the case.
I am sorry the member for Narrogin is
not in his Place, because formerly he
wanted the State Building Supplies to be
sold in order to build more schools and
hospitals.

I wish to draw the attention of the
Minister for Industrial Development to
some questions which I asked on the 16th
August, 1960, and which read as follows--

(1) What is the total debt, if any, on
the State Building Supplies?

(2) What total of interest and sinking
fund is paid by these instrumen-
talities each year?

(3) What is the total amount paid in-
to Consolidated Revenue by the
State Building Supplies?

(4) In the event of the sale of the
State Building Supplies, will the
interest bill be a continued charge
against the State?

The answers to these questions were as
follows:-

(1) As at the 30th June, 190, loan
funds, overdraft, and other liabili-
ties to the Trreasury-3oo3061,

(2) For the year ended the 30th June,
1960-E153,105.

(3) It is not clear whether the honour-
able member means profits since
inception or for current years, or
whether he means the total in-
terest and sinking fund Payments
since inception.

If he refers to Profits, the an-
swers are-

During the year ended the 30th
June, 1960, the Treasury recouped
to State Building Supplies net
losses incurred during the year
ended the 30th June, 1959, total-
ling £46,867.

The total Profit paid into the
Treasury since 1913 up to the 30th
June, 1960, is £706,198 after re-
couping losses to the 30th June,
1959.
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In answering question No. (4), "Will the
interest bill be a continued charge against
the State?", it is interesting to note that
even on the 30th June, 1960, the Minister
replied as follows:-

(4) Only to the extent that any sale
price falls short of total liability
to the Treasury.

The question immediately arises whether
the Minister, even on that date in the year
1960 had in mind the selling of the State
Building Supplies for less than its total
cost to the State. When we consider that
Hawker Siddeley representatives visited
this State in January, 1960, it seems to me
that there Is a suspicion that even then
the Minister had made up his mind to
dispose of these assets for less than their
total cost.

We find that the difference between the
selling price and the total cost against the
State was some £863,061, which has still
to be paid by the State to the Treasury.
It is still a debt. Simple interest of 5 per
cent, on that sum, with a payment of the
capital, would amount to a further cost to
the State of £45,000. When we consider
that the State Building Supplies were able
to pay £153,105 into the Treasury in that
one year, plus this £45,000, over 20 years
or 21 years as the case may be. we will not
have much left of the £100,000 per annum
to play around with for the building of
schools and hospitals.

When we take into consideration what
the railway mill at Banksiadale saved the
railways of the State, and therefore the
people of the State-an estimated sum of
£80,000-we find that in selling the State
Building Supplies the Government has put
the people of the State into debt.

Mr. Court: No we haven't!
Mr. Tonkin: Quite right.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): The

honourable member's time has expired.

AR. HAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
Opposition) [1.7 am.): I have only one
further small contribution to make at this
stage of the proceedings. I listened with
as much interest as it would be possible
for anyone to generate to the onslaught
which the member for South Perth was
pleased to deliver. I thought there would
be some legitimacy and some logic in the
arguments he was putting forward if, since
the present Government came into office,
there had been a continuing reduction in
the total number of unemployed persons
in Western Australia. That was the tenor
of his argument-that was the impression
he was anxious to give to us and to the
public outside.

However, a close analysis of the figures
since the present Government took office
shows that that contention cannot be sus-
tained. I think, to shorten the statement
which I wish to make, I could take the

figures for the first six months of 1960,
and the figures for the first six months of
1961. If the outpourings of the member
for South Perth were well based and fac-
tually based, there would have been a
lower number of unemployed in Western
Australia in each month of the year in
1961 than in each month of the first six
months of 1960, because in both these
Periods his own Government was in office
and completely in charge of the affairs of
the State.

For the month of January this year com-
pared with the month of January last year,
there was a reduction in the number of
Persons registered for employment of 407.
So. to that extent, the Government
achieved a fairly good result. In January
this year as compared with January of
1960, as with the comparison of the month
of February this year as against February
of last Year, there was an increase of 400
in the total number of Persons registered
for employment. The month of March
this year compared with the month of
March of last year shows an increase of
1,200 on the same basis.

The month of April this year compared
with the month of April last year shows
an increase of 1,300; and for the month
of May this year as compared with the
month of May last year, there was an in-
crease of 1,576. Finally, for the month of
June this year, as compared with the
month of June last year, there was an in-
crease of 1,900. So, very clearly it is ob-
vious from the official figures I have
quoted to members of the Committee that
the unemployment situation of the first
six months of this calendar year has be-
come much worse. than it was in the first
six months of the last calendar year.

I am sorry the member for South Perth
is not here to admit that the tenor of his
argument was hopelessly wrong.

Mr. O'Neil: I think to be quite fair to
him you have to admit that he was comn-
paring the year 1959 with this particular
calendar year. That was the last year of
office of your Government.

Mr. HAWKE: I know; but he was try-
ing to give the impression that under the
administration of this Government the
situation has been improved.

Mr. O'Neil: Since it took office.

Mr. HAWKE: Yes, since it took office:
and had regularly improved. I quoted
figures to prove conclusively without any
possible room for argument that the un-
employment situation in Western Australia
during the first six months of this calen-
dar year was worse than for the same
period last year.

Mr. O'Neil: But better than the first six
months of 1959 which was what the mem-
ber for South Perth was trying to point
out.
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Mr. HAWKS: That was one of his argu-
mlents, but the impression he was tryipg
to convey was that as soon as this Govern-
ment gained office it began to improve the
employment situation and reduce the num-
ber of unemployed registered in the State,
and that it kept on doing so. I am saying
that that impression is quite wrong. There
is no basis for it at all; it is pure
imagination.

Mr. Court: Don't you get some satisfac-
Lion from the fact that we are the best of
the States? Surely that reflects some credit
on the Government?

Mr. Tonkin: That is not quite right.
Mr. Court: it is. We are acknowledged

as the most stable of the States at the
moment.

Mr. HAWKE: The Minister for Indus-
trial Development causes me to continue.
I think those of us who have studied the
economic processes which have developed
in Australia during the last 12 months or
more would know that the States which
have been hit the hardest by the credit
squeeze and other economic policies put
into operation by the Menzies Government
have been the more industrialised States;
so obviously the situation in regard to
percentages would become worse much
more quickly in industrialised States than
it would in the non-industrialised ones.

For instance, we know that a great
number of men have been thrown out of
employment in the motorcar industry, the
motor-body industry, the textile industries,
the paper-making industries, and similar
secondary industries, most of which are
located in New South Wales and Victoria,
and-to a lesser extent-in South Aus-
tralia. Therefore the point raised by the
Minister for Industrial Development, when
examined, does not become a, point in
favour of the arguments which he tried to
present.

Mr. Court: It does reflect well on the
stability of this State. Surely you are not
going to sell Western Australia short. That
is all your Opposition has done tonight.

Mr. Tonkin: At his old game.
Mr. HAWKS: It is the old story coming

up again. I am very pleased the Minister
has made the interjection because I now
know who wrote the libellous leaflet autho-
rised by Mr. Ockerby. I am referring to
the one which mentioned squealers, in
connection with which there is a court
action. AS the matter has not been final-
Ised I do not desire to make any com-
ment; but it is tremendously informative
to know that the Minister for Industrial
Development wrote the leaflet even though
it was authorised by someone else.

Mr. Court: You are hopelessly wrong.
Mr. HAWKS: I know enough about the

Minister for Industrial Development and
about his phraseology and tactics to be-
lieve I am 100 per cent. right.

Mr. Court: You are hopelessly wrong.
Mr. HAWKE: As a matter of fact, when

I read it I read in every word, sentence,
and paragraph, the Minister for Industrial
Development.

Mr. Court: I must be a busy boy.
Mr. HAWKE: So I am grateful indeed

to the Minister for having made that in-
terjection about selling Western Australia
short because that was one of the sen-
tences In the leaflet,

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): Order!
The honourable member's time has ex-
pired.

MR. .JAMIESON (Beeloo) [1.15 a.m.l:
We are still not very far advanced with
the Supply Bill, but I feel sure that the
Opposition is quite entitled to its com-
plaints along this line tonight. Despite
the outburst from a very few of the Gov-
ernment mewmbers, and particularly the
member for South Perth, the action of the
Opposition is quite justified.

I would like to have a few words to say
on this unemployment question, although
I had intended in the main to leave it until
a later stage of this Supply debate. The
member for South Perth stated that the
display today was something organised by
the members of the Australian Labour
Party. The first thing that I1, together with
other members, knew about this was a
phone call on Saturday morning last asking
us to attend a meeting which was held
this morning. The three members re-
quested to attend were all members of the
building trade before entering Parliament:
namely, the member for Maylands, the
honourable Mr. Jeffery, and myself. Be-
cause of our position in those unions be-
fore we entered Parliament, they felt we
might be of assistance to the meeting. I
was quite 'happy to oblige the organisers
by going along to see what was happen-
ing. Indeed, it was a somewhat distressing
meeting to attend especially when various
people gave their testimony as to their
lack of employment.

I was particularly concerned when two
men who, from their accent, appeared to
be English migrants said that they would
never have come to this country had they
imagined the conditions would be as they
are. Amongst those present today were
men ranging from those who had just
qualified as journeymen to others who
would be in their early 601s. It is some-
what distressing to them to be told by their
union men and by the Commonwealth
Employment Bureau that work is not avail-
able to them. This would be most frus-
trating to anyone.

I doubt very much whether many
members of the Government have had
this experience. There are possibly a
couple of exceptions. Therefore mem-
bers of the Government would have no
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idea of the frustrating effect on a person's
mind if he does not know where he can
seek income for himself and his family. It
was obvious this morning that many of
them had for a long time been worried
about the situation. They consistently
stated today that they did not want the
dole, but merely wanted work. I would say
they would be good workers who want em-
ployment that this Government could, if it
was doing the right thing, supply, instead
of hurly-burlying around the world enter-
taining here, there, and everywhere, throw-
Ing their money away on things that do
hot matter materially to these people.
Instead of doing these things, they could
provide jobs. The money provided for the
V.I.P. house at Wyndham would have kept
in the vicinity of a-bout ten tradesmen
occupied for one full year.

Mr. Rhatigan: It would also have pro-
vided a couple of very necessary class-
rooms.

Mr. JAMIESON: That is the sort of Gov-
ernment we have. It believes in expending
money on luxuries rather than associating
itself with the very necessities of life and
the necessities for the workers of this
country. The Government does not care
very much about that.

Mr. Toms: Australian ears even were
not good enough.,

Mr. JAMvIESON: The member for May-
lands says that Australian cars were not
good enough. Holdens made by Austra-
lian workers were not good enough; they
bought cars made by employees outside of
Australia who received greater benefits
than they need have done. The Govern-
ment paid little regard to the requirements
of the working force of this country. The
Government can blow its trumpet about
the things it has done, but materially
nothing has been done. It has left a
terrible amount undone and, as a matter
of fact, it is undoing things all the time.
That Is why we find ourselves in the
position we are in today in this State. The
Government goes along with its head in the
Clouds. It does not seem to realise the
practical politics of geography. That is
one of the biggest problems I have
stressed many times in this House.

Most particularly is this disregarded by
the Minister for Industrial Development.
He thinks nothing of putting up all sorts
of airy-fairy propositions, which are not
propositions for the State but are merely
something which brings his name before
the public every so often. He Is not a bit
interested in the State and he would sell it
out for sixpence. All he has ever known in
his life has been associated with money
and moneyed interests--that is, in his
later life- I do not know what happened
with. regard to his earlier upbringing. I
understand his father was associated in
no small way with one of the building
trades. I would not think he would be

very happy about the present~ position:
but that is the course of life, and what
will be in that regard will be.

I feel sure that the Minister for Indus-
trial Development is not doing a very great
honour to the people of Australia and in
particular to the people of Western Aus-
tralia, and he is supposed to be looking
after their welfare. Instead of that, he is
doing everything possible to degrade their
welfare,

Mr. Court: We will let history judge our
performance.

MR. CURRAN (South Fremantle) [1.24
a .mn'l: I would like to make a brief con-
tribution to the question of unemploy-
mient. In doing so I would recall that the
Prime Minister of Australia visited this
State recently, and it must be obvious to
everyone that his visit here was conspicu-
ous by the absence of public meetings. I
think it will be realised that the reason
for the absence of public meetings con-
cerns the question of unemployment, and
the credit squeeze is the cause of the situ-
ation with which we are confronted. As
a matter of fact, the Prime Minister of
Australia did not come to Fremantle at all.
In my opinion that is one of the worst hit
ports in respect of unemployment~ not only
in Western Australia but I would say, on
a comparative basis, with all other States.

It is a peculiar fact that the unemploy-
ed do flock to a port, for the simple rea-
son that at periods a little bit of casual
work here and there can be secured. I
have had the experience of going to the
Trades Hall morning after morning where
some casual work is offering for painters
and dockers, and we have up to 300 men
every day applying for four or five
vacancies.

The Government cannot really grasp
the seriousness of the situation because it
does not actually see what is taking place.
Members of the Government do not mix
with the unemployed in the same way as
do the members on this side of the House.
We have to deal not only 'with economic
problems but with other problems which
are consequent upon this situation, and
we have to deal with those problems every
morning at the Trades Hall. if the mem-
ber for South Perth cares to come down
at any time he can satisfy himself that
the situation is not easy by any stretch of
the imagination, and it is growing increas-
ingly worse. I cannot imagine the mem-
ber for South Perth coming within two
miles of the Trades Hall. if he really
wants to find out what is going on, I
invite him to avail himself of the oppor-
tunity; and if he feels inclined, he can
get up and address a meeting whenever
he wishes.

I believe it Is only quite recently-a
matter of a few months ago-when NWn-
isters of this Government were visiting
migrant ships in the port of Fremantle
for the purpose of persuading migrants to
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come ashore in Western Australia. Whilst
they were Painting beautiful pictures of
Western Australia there were, at the same
time, migrants at the Graylands Hostel
who had been out of work for periods up
to two months. The Government could
not find employment for the migrants it
already had, yet at the same time mnem-
bers of the Government were going aboard
migrant ships at F'remantle to persuade
migrants to accept this State in preference
to any other State in Australia.

This in itself shows the shortsightedness
of this Government; and, to a certain de-
gree, the Minister should stand condemned
for taking such action when the Govern-
ment is aware of the situation in Western
Australia and cannot adequately cope with
the unemployment problem. I think it is
wrong that other People should be Per-
suaded to come to the migrant camps and
be in the same situation concerning unem-
ployment as migrants who have arrived
before them.

Mr. Jamieson: What about the advert-
isemnent in the Scottish newspaper!

Mr. CURRAN: I am coming to that.
We have in our possession-unfortunately,
I cannot carry it around with me as it is
the only copy we have-an advertisement
which appeared in a Scottish weekly news-
paper. The advertisement was from Had-
fields (W.A.) Ltd. It paints a beautiful
picture of Perth and advertises for trades-
men, with accommodation provided. We
got in touch with the manager for Had-
fields and asked him why that advertise-
ment had not appeared in the newspapers
in Western Australia. We subsequently
found that it had not appeared in any
newspaper in Australia.

The company was advertising for mig-
rants from overseas and was guaranteeing
accommodation when it had tradesmen in
this country for whom it could not pro-
vide jobs and could not provide houses. I
say this without fear of contradiction be-
cause I know from experience that the
waiting period for a State Housing Com-
mission home in Western Australia is two
years and more. Without seeking trades-
men in its own country, this company
advertised for tradesmen overseas and
guaranteed accommodation on their ar-
rival.

Mr. Court: Were they not men of spec-
ial trades?

Mr. CURRAN: They were exactly the
same class of tradesmen as were disposed
of at Welshpool.

Mr. Court: I would be surprised.
Mr. Jamieson: They were the same class

of tradesmen as were appearing on the
Employment Bureau files at the time.

Mr. CURRAN: The member for South
Perth asked why, if we were So concerned
about unemployment, there were not more
questions concerning unemployment on
the notice paper. If we are to take as a

sample the answers we received to ques-
tions asked today it would be hopeless to
expect anything from the Government in
the way of answers to questions on uin-
employment. The record of this Govern-
ment, and Its co-partner in Canberra,
could definitely not stand up to any
examination. It has been attacked by the
Chamber of Commerce; it has been
attacked by the Fruitgrowers' Associations
in all States because of the parlous posi-
tion in which the fruitgrowers find them-
selves at present.

If the Government of this State wants
to do anything about the unemployed,
why is it that it continually refuses to
discuss the matter with those who are
unemployed? Surely the Premier would
have got a tremendous amount of kudos,
even if he did not do anything for them,
if he had discussed the matter with them
instead of taking such a high-handed
attitude, as he has done by saying, "If you
haven't got anything concrete to put be-
fore me I don't want to see you." That
is what it amounts to.

A man In such a responsible Position
should not take that attitude; and the fact
that he rejected out of hand an approach
by the unemployed was, I think, the cause
of the demonstration we saw at Parlia-
ment House today. It is obvious that if
the Premier had been prepared to discuss
matters with the unemployed they would
not have marched to Parliament House
as they did.

The Premier should take these poinLs
into consideration when he is approached
by the representatives from Fremnantle;
those people represent other sections of
the community as well as the Labor Party.
He should do the decent thing and meet
the deputation so that the question can
be fully discussed, and he should give
them some assurance that this Christmas
will be a happier one for those who are
now unemployed than was the case last
Year.

MR. TOMS (Maylands) 11.30 a.m.]: I
feel I must contribute a little to the de-
bate on the unemployment position. I
was present this morning at the meeting
at Carpenter House when the Building
Trades Association met the unemployed,
or those who could afford the fares into
and out of town.

Mr. Hawke: Yesterday morning.
Mr. TOMB: Yes. I was amazed to find

that those who proceeded to Parliament
House arrived here surrounded by almost
a battalion of the Police Force.

Mr. Jamieson: Fourteen uniformed
members, one first-class sergeant, and one
inspector.

Mr. TOMB:, As I said. I was present at
the meeting and the tenor of the meeting
was that there should be no untoward in-
cidents. These men are not looking for
trouble.
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Mr. May: They are looking for work.

Mr. TOMS: Yes; all they are looking for
is work. When I spoke on this particular
question yesterday I indicated that there
was nothing more depressing for a man
than to be seeking employment. I also
said that I did not believe there would
be one member on the other side of the
House who would have had that experi-
ence. I have had the experience of trying
to find work, and I remember it very well.
It was in the period from 1929 to 1933: 1
finished my time in 1930 and for three
years I did about three months' work. I
walked from Bassendean to South Perth
and I trudged the hills looking for work;
and I was not the only one. I did not
have a family to keep, such as many of
the present unemployed have, and neither
could I get the 7s. dole that was being
dished out, as a mere pittance, so that
they could try to keep body and soul to-
gether.

But that is the sort of thing that is
happening today in a civilised country-
in this State. There are over 6,000 out
of work, and I do not know whether the
Premier gets any consolation from the fact
that this State has one M.) the lowest per-
centages of unemployment in Australia. I
certainly cannot get any satisfaction from
it, and I never will. One has to be in the
position of an unemployed person to ap-
preciate what it is like. It is terribly de-
pressing for a person to come home at
night, after trying to get work all day,
and see his family waiting for him and
then have to tell them that be is still
unemployed. Such a person wonders all
the time when he will have a constant job
which will enable him to meet somec of his
commitments and pay some of the debts
that are owing.

Many of the young unemployed people
today, who have hire-purchase commit-
ments must be worrying their soul cases
out; and if any Government can get satis-
faction from saying that the present em-
ployment figures are better than When the
Labor Government went out of office, it
has a peculiar way of looking at thin gs.

The Government says that there are more
people employed now than there were when
the Labor Government went out of office.
So there should be. Approximately 11,000
schoolchildren leave school each year and
are ready to be absorbed into industry and
commerce. Instead of slipping back we as
a young State should go forward, and we
should not be Proud of the fact, or strive,
as I believe the Liberal Party strives, to
have a pool of unemployed to use as a
baton against the worker.

Mr. Graham: A 10 per cent, pool.
Mr. Brand: Rot!

Mr. TOMB: I know it might sound like
rot, but the Premier should know what was
discussed at the Liberal Party Conference

in 1955, and the party's Policy in this re-
sPect. There is no doubt that it is coming.,
I am not one who wants to talk of gloom-

Mr. Brand: You are making a6 pretty
fair job of it.

Mr. TOMS: At the start of every sitting
we hear the Speaker say one little passage
in the Prayers about considering the wel-
fare of the people of Australia. I often
wonder whether we do consider the wel-
fare of the people of Australia, or of only
a section of the people of Australia.

In a Young country like ours there
should not be one person out of work-nat
one able-bodied man or woman who is pre-
Pared to work and is capable of working
should be out of work-and I say to the
Government it is time it did something to
relieve the position, particularly in view of
the increased cost of living.

MR. MAY (Collie) [1.39 am.]: Under
the circumstances I feel compelled to ex-
press my feelings on this matter. There is
no doubt that unemployment is a night-
mare to those who are affected, and the
statement the Government makes regard-
ing the number of unemployed in this
State compared with other States of the
Commonwealth affords little satisfaction
to the 6,'000-odd people who are unem-
ployed in this State. Why is there unem-
ployment? What causes it?

Mr. Graham: A lousy Government.
Mr. MJAY: Is it because men will not

work? Surely that is not the reason!
Sur-ely responsible men with families are
alive to the fact that it is their responsi-
bility to maintain their families! How
are they to do it if they are not given an
opportunity to work? After all is said and
done, one of the easiest things to do is
for a man to go to work at a regular job
and return home at night with the realisa-
tion that he has fulfilled his responsibili-
ties to his family. But what are the feel-
ings of the man who is unemployed and
who has no job to go to? He sees his
kiddies go off to school fully realising that
they and his wife are relying on him for
their support. One has to live among
these unemployed people to realise what
is going on.

I am sorry to say that very few Govern-
ment members have been in that position
of having to move among people who are
unemployed. I do not think any able-
bodied man can be accused of not wanting
to work in order to provide for his family
and to live up to his responsibility. When
one analyses the Position and lives among
these People and is confronted, day after
day, with men who are desirous of obtain-
ing a few hours' work in order to buy food
to feed their wives and families, one fully
realises how serious the Position is.

Men have approached me asking if I
have any Idea where they can find work
because they have no money with which
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they can buy food for their wives and
families. This is the position that actually
exists in this civilised State of ours. Yet
there are people in the Commonwealth at
this very moment who are endeavouring
to bring more people into Australia, despite
the fact we are unable to support and to
provide employment for many of those
who are already resident in the Common-
wealth,

Repeatedly, every week, people come to
me asking for money for some form of
relief. I cannot offer them any work
because I have no idea where they can
find it. I have sent them to the mill, but
there they are told the same old story:
that there are too many seeking work
already. Where are these unemployed
going to get work? Frequently we see
glaring headlines in the Press that some
company or another intends to commence
same big industry in this State in a few
years' time, but that affords little satis-
faction to those who are unemployed.

The member for Maylands made ref er-
ence to the words of prayer that are
uttered by our Speaker prefacing each
day's sitting, but that honourable member
forgot to add a few more words which are
contained in that prayer; namely, "Give
us this day our daily bread." Does the
Government realise that many people in
this State at the moment are not getting
their daily bread? I fail to see how the
members of this Government can move
among the people and continue to hold
up their heads. I for one have given
those who have approached me whatever
I have to offer, and I wish there were some
other people in this State who adopted the
same attitude.

I am not in favour of bringing any more
people into this country until we can feed
those who are already here. God knows
there is enough food here to feed all our
people, yet we are sending thousands of
tons of it away on time payment to people
in other countries to prevent them from
starving, despite the fact that we have
people starving in this State.

This evening -we have been accused by
members of the Government, particularly
by the member for South Perth, of using
for political reasons the situation that we
have outlined in this Chamber tonight. I
do not care two hoots for political reasons
and I would go on the public platform at
any time and say that whilst there are
people in this State who are starving it
is shameful to think that we in this Chamn-
ber can go out at any time and have a
meal and are able to pay for it when there
are thousands of people in this State who
are unable to do the same thing. I, for
one, know what is going on because I
definitely have an unemployment situa-
tion in the Collie area.

Mr. Hawke: Has not the Minister for
Industrial Development established any
new industries dawn there?

*.Mr. MAY: No; all we have Seen is
glaring headlines in the Press. But I will
have something to say about that later
on. I say quite candidly to the people of
this State that in this Government there
are people who are in a position to at least
alleviate some of the suffering the unem-
ployed are being subjected to, I would
like the member for South Perth to come
to Fremantle tomorrow morning and tell
the unemployed men there what he has
told us tonight.

Mr. Jamieson. He would not be game!
Mr. MAY: I challenge him to do that!

However, I know where he will be tomorrow
morning and that is in bed. I think I
have 'said enough to express my feelings
on the tragedy in this State at present,
and I challenge anybody to do his bit to
alleviate the present unemployment posi-
bion.

MR. BICKEBTON (Pilbara) [1.47 a.m.]:
I wish to say a few words in reply to what
was said by the member for South Perth
on the industry that has been brought to
this State by the present Government. We
realise that industry is necessary for the
economic advancement of Western Aus-
tralia, but I do not think it is going to
do the State much good if we are to buy
such industry at too high a price. In re-
gard to the sale of the State Building
Supplies, I1 thought the Government did
go out of its way to buy an industry. I
do not know whether one day that that
industry may be of great advantage to the
State. I will not argue that point.

I do consider, however, that the State
has an asset, and I think the State Build-
ing Supplies is an asset, and there is a
limit to how much one rates the price of
an industry in exchange for encouraging
someone to come and settle in Western
Australia. The policy of the present Gov-
ernment includes the disposal of State
enterprises; and up to date it has done its
best to carry that policy out. But the ex-
tent to which it has gone in regard to
the State Building Supplies is just a little
too far to be of much use to the taxpayers.

In these days of credit squeeze, when
anybody can obtain an asset, even to pay-
ing the value put on it by the Government
of £2,250,000, an the terms of £200,000
deposit and the remainder payable over 30
years that is, I think, going a little too far.
I do not know where one would get those
terms anywhere in Australia, particularly
when money is so scarce. So I feel that
the Government and the Minister for In-
dustrial Development must have surely bent
over backwards, or forwards, to please this
particular company, and to encourage it
to come to this State.

The Leader of the Opposition mentioned
the matter of the Banksiadale mill, and
the answer given to a question that a
value of some £250,000 was placed on it.
It was a valuation to which the Leader of

go
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the opposition objected on the ground
that he thought the value should have
been three times that amount.. I do not
know if that is correct, but the Minister for
Industrial Development said he tried for a
higher price and could not get it. The point
is that if the value of that undertaking
was indeed, say, double the amount which
the Minister claims was the value put on
it by the company, and the Minister could
not obtain that figure, then why not leave
the undertaking as it was? It was not a
losing proposition; it was doing a job for
the State; it was an asset; and surely to
goodness we do not have to reduce the
price to the liking of everyone!

SI do not know whether this enterprise
was advertised throughout the world for
anyone to have a go at. A form of private
negotiation took place; and there having
been found a company which the Govern-
ment, or the Minister, decided was the type
of company that might have the money-
little as it was--necessary for the deposit.
it then appears to me that the value of
things was reduced so that the company
could tome in immediately.

Mr. Court: Little do you know how hard
it was to get that price. It was a fair
and reasonable price.

Mr. BICKERTON; If that is so, why
should we be so anxious to sell the thing?
If the Minister had a buyer in mind, why
reduce the price to suit the buyer when
the asset itself is operating quite satis-
factorily so far as the State is concerned?;
unless, of course, the Minister's convic-
tions are such that he feels he must get
rid of it for fear there might be a
change of Government at the next elec-
tion.

If that is the purpose it only strengthens
my argument that the Government is
going to any length to dispose of these
Government trading concerns, regardless
of whether or not it gets value for them.
If that Is so, it is a great pity. If it was
so hard to get rid of this enterprise it
should never have been got rid of.

Mr. Hawke: It is more than a pity; it
is a scandal.

Mr. H3ICICERTON: It should have been
left there. Apparently we are bending over
backwards again, with many of the other
little assets we 'nay have-I refer to some
of these bauxite assets. If we are going
to pay People to come in and get them it
is not good business at all.

Mr. Court: We are not paying them.

*Mr. BICKERTON: The Minister says it
is hard to find someone to take off his
hands this so-called trading concern, the
State Building Supplies.

Mr. Court: Because it was so grossly
over-valued in the books.

Mr. BICKERTON: Why is that so?
Surely the advisers the Minister has would
be the same advisers, or similar to the

advisers which the previous Government
had. They would be fairly close in their
estimates as to what it would be worth. I
do. not believe, myself, that the Leader of
the Opposition for one minute would say
the thing was worth three times the
amount the Minister for Industrial Devel-
opment claims it is worth unless he had a
pretty good reason for saying so.

Mr. Court: He would not sell a State
Trading concern at any price.

Mr. BICKERTON: I am speaking of
what the advisers would tell one Govern-
ment or the other. I cannot see them
differing by that much. To merely say we
must have industry and have it at any
cost; to practically purchase it, I do not
think is very good business -at all.

Mr. Court: We have not paid anything
for bauxite or iron ore.

Mr. BICKERTON: The Minister has
paid plenty. If he has given any Organisa-
tion the rights in a natural asset, he has
paid Yearly.

Mr. Court: Do you want to leave it in
the ground?

Mr. BICKERTON: It is not a matter of
leaving it in the ground. Unless we can
get something worth while out of the
bauxite or the iron ore, I suggest it might
be left in the ground. Any mineral is an
asset that pokes its head above sea level.
There is no need to get rid of such assets,
when in five years time they may be worth
three times their present value. We had
the experience in Yarapi of iron ore being
sacrificed at a very low price. It is pos-
sible that the same thing could happen
with some of our other assets. I agree
that industry should be obtained for the
State, but I do not agree that it should
be obtained at all costs.

If the State Building Supplies was some-
thing that was just rusting away or was
going to waste and developing cobwebs, or
was proving a liability to the Government,
then possibly there would be an excuse for
going to extremes and disposing of that
organisation. But there is no reason to
dispose of it if it is a functioning asset,
is doing something for the State, and is
acting as a bulwark against unscrupulous
traders and preventing collusive tendering.
It is then an asset which must have some
value.

If it is not possible to obtain its value
immediately, and it is not a great liability
financially, why dispose of it at any cost?
Furthermore, why dispose of it on terms of
payment which almost anyone in Western
Australia, New South Wales, or anywhere
else, could meet by forming a syndicate in
order to procure the mere £2.00,000 deposit,
for an asset of possibly £3,000,000?

I have no doubt that any reputable com-
pany. without having to lay out a penny
of its own money, particularly if it had
the permission to market that asset, could

100
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Quite easily raise £200,000 and hand it over
to the Government. The Government, of
course, in turn would unfortunately have
to pay off employees on long-service leave,
etc., and probably use up half of that
£200,000, or more. So what would go into
the Treasury at this stage is practically
nothing.

If it could be said, "All right, we have
disposed of that enterprise, and even
though we have sold it at a low price
we have £2,250,000 in our hands, to do
something with," that might be-if we could
stretch our imagination f ar enough-some
reason for selling it. But when, after
making this deal, all we finish up with is
an extra £100,000 in the Treasury, with the
thought of having to wait 30 years for the
rest, I cannot see how such action can be
condoned by anyone; nor do I think it a
particularly good business principle.

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) [2 aani):
There are several further observations I
want to make. I recall the consternation
expressed earlier this year by the Ministerfor Industrial Development when a certain
representative in Britain scattered cold
water over' the industrial and economic
prospects of Western Australia. The
Minister took most violent exception to a
statement of that nature.

I noticed a somewhat similar reaction
when it was decided by the Labour Party
that instead of carrying on the heartless
and callous policy of our political oppo-
nents in bringing simple working folk to
Western Australia-many of whom can
speak no word of our language-to rot in
migrant camps, or to reside in rooms
through the assistance of relatives, with no
hope of finding employment themselves,
the true story of the employment situation
in Western Australia should be told in the
countries from which those people come.
Again there was consternation and con-
demnation on the part of the Government.
because in both instances there were sug-
gestions made-and these were pretty well
based-that everything was not nearly as
bright as the spokesman for this Govern-
ment would pretend to believe.

How did this contrast with what our
Press, and what now comprises the Ministry
of Western Australia did in spreading
deliberate and calculated lies regarding a
piece of legislation commonly referred to
as the Unfair Trading Act, and more
recently as the Monopolies and Restrictive
Trade Practices Act-a piece of legislation
which some ministers now holding office
will see implemented by a Liberal Govern-
ment?

The present Government and its organ
of public expression were not concerned
about the damage being done to Western
Australia in either the Commonwealth
or other parts of the world. I well remem-
ber the conversation I had with one
of the wealthiest persons in Australia and

an ardent Liberal, in Sir Arthur Warner.
He told me about the diabolical things
which the then Government was supposed
to have done, and what was embodied in
that piece of legislation. Yet he had
never seen the Act and did not know what
it contained. Probably someone like the
Minister for Industrial Development had
been over East, had fraternised with him
over Scotch whiskies, and had Pumped
these anti-Western Australian lies into
him. That was the common procedure of
members of the present Government. The
Present Agent-General was aware of the
Poison that was being pumped into the
heart of the British Commonwealth. It
was then a mighty fine thing and a great
game of party politics, irrespective of the
damage which might be done to this State.

Mr. Tonkin: Selling Western Australia
short.

Mr. GRAHAM: Yet it is shocking to the
very same people when one of the leaders
of the industrial movement in this State
wants merely to tell the truth in other
lands about the employment position in
Western Australia, and to warn people that
if they came here they could expect many
long months of waiting in an endeavour to
survive and find employment.

Mr. Court: Purely as a piece of political
propaganda.

Mr. GRAHAM: It was suggested by the
trade union movement-and they are the
sufferers under the present policy-that
there should be either a cessation or a
curtailment of immigration whilst this
Country was suffering the effects of the
Liberal Party's policies. There were
critics left, right, and centre. The position
has deteriorated to such an extent that
even the Commonwealth Liberal Govern-
ment has decided to reduce substantially
the intake of migrants to Western Austra -
lia in the immediate future.

I notice the State Minister for Imrnigra-
tion is exceedingly silent regarding his
Policy of bringing additional people to
Western Australia. Yet this State is sup-
Posed to be Passing through the greatest
boom in its history! That is the kind of
tommyrot spoken of by the Premier and
those around him. What is the true
position in this State? There are more
people on the dole than ever before, speak-
ing of the post-war period. This is aL State
in which there are soup kitchens in Perth
and Fremantle. This is something un-
known since the last depression. There
is grievous discontent in very many
quarters in this State.

A couple of hundred workers at Collie
do not know whether or not they will be
on the dole some time in October as a result
of the action taken by this Government.
The Minister for Railways is aware of the
feelings of the workers in the Railways
Department-such of them as are left in
the workshops at Midland Junction. He
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probably knows, or should know, the atti-
tude of the department with regard to a
tobacco firm which had been saved by the
Labor Government, the firm of Seale &
Smaile. This firm was told that it was too
small and should be out of business. Since
this Government has been in office the
firm of Michelides, manufacturers of cigar-
ettes and tobacco, has folded up.

We have a monument of the Govern-
ment's achitevements in what was the Gov-
ernment-sponsored Chevron-Hilton Hotel.
Earlier we heard something about a
£1,000,000 luxury hotel south of the river,
just as we heard about the Key West en-
terprises. Then there was the mighty pro-
ject of a luxury hotel to be built on a
Class "A" reserve in Bunbury.

I have already said that the township
of Collie has been decimated by this Gov-
ernment. The number of apprentices in
this State is at the lowest ebb in the last
15 Years, despite the fact that we have
Passed through a period when appeals
were made from everybody from the Duke
of Edinburgh downwards on the neces-
sity for training specialists and tradesmen,
because this was a period of technical
skills,

Those are the facts and circumstances to
be found in Western Australia. Yet this
Government continues to beat the drum,
like Bob Menzies is doing at the moment,
by saying that everything is all right. He
is saying that to a nation in which there
are at least 150,000 unemployed.

Promises have been made by the Gov-
ernment about certain things which are to
happen. The member for Mt. Hawthorn
Pointed out the mighty hospital plan which
is expected to be in operation by the year
2,000 A.D.!

Mr. Hawke: That is when Australian
Paper Manufacturers will make their final
repayment to the State.

Mr. GRAHAM: The same story applies
to a great number of the Government's
Undertakings. I noticed with considerable
interest and a little wry amusement that
the Government and the newspaper are
bewailing the fact that the Common-
wealth is not "going to the party" in re-
spect of the country water supply scheme.
There should be a wringing of hands In
respect of that decision,

Older members will remember what the
Labor Government submitted at a time
when the Commonwealth Government was
prepared to go 100 Per cent, of the way
and this restricted scheme was put into
operation because of the Liberal and
Country Parties' organisation, vote, and
pressure. Now the tears are being shed
because the Commonwealth will not meet
£ for £ the completion of the original plan
of a Labor Government.

There are some factors of good fortune,
if one likes. I do not know whether it is
significant that Sir Arthur Fadden ceased

to be Federal Treasurer and became
actively associated in high places with the,
matter of metals and, within a short space
of time, the Commonwealth, which had
consistently refused the Labor Govern-
ment in Western Australia, will now allow
the export of iron ore on the pretext that
there are vast quantities which were pre-
viously unknown.

I spoke to Sir Thomas Playford some
three years ago; and he was aware, no more
and no less than the Commonwealth is
aware at the present moment, of the
gigantic resources in South Australia.
There have not been new discoveries in
Western Australia to cause the Common-
wealth Government to change its mind,
because it is proposed that there will be
certain projects; and these deposits have
been known for a considerable number of
years.

So I say it is political action on the part
of the Liberals in the Commonwealth. who
were prepared to sacrifice this State for
mean advantage. Now they have changed
their minds in order to endeavour to assist
the present Government-the Liberal Gov-
ernment we have in the State of Western
Australia. There is nothing clever about
that. It is a miserable shabby trick for
political purposes only.

We pass to the matter of the standard
gauge railway. I well recall the Leader of
the Opposition, when the present Govern-
ment had been in office for some 18
months, asking whether any approaches
had been made to the Commonwealth. No,
this Government had not thought about it.

Mr. Court: Yes we had.

Mr. GRAHAM: Not a word; not a line;
not a message; not an appeal; not an
approach to the Commonwealth. It was
only after the Leader of the Opposition
asked questions in this House that the
Government made its first approach to the
Commonwealth for some financial assis-
tance. Now we find this is being kept for
the forthcoming Federal elections. I have
no doubt that the Prime Minister will an-
nounce, at a time which he regards as
being most propitious, that the Common-
wealth will agree on the standardisation
of the line between Kalgoorlie and Fre-
mantle. So we inevitably come to the con-
clusion that this Government is a Govern-
ment of words and promises; of empty
things that are always some time in the
future.

Mr. Court: That is how things happen.

Mr. GRAHAM: It has no results to show
except the matters about which we com-
plain. This Government has had addit-
ional funds at its command, not forgetting
the £6,000,000 poured by the Common-
wealth into the north-west and agreed to-
let us make the records clear-long before
this present Government came into office.
Notwithstanding all this extra money, we
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are now the State of the soup kitchens-
the wonder State of Western, Australia
with the greatest number of persons on the
dole since the end of World War II.

Mr. Court: What about New South
Wales? Do You think Mr. Heifron is do-
ing all right?

Mr. GRAHAM: Unfortunately for New
South . Wales I have no direct influence
there. I am a member of the Parliament
of Western Australia. Fortunately for
New South Wales the Minister for Indus-
trial Development has no influence in that
State. I know there is a remarkable
record of election after election of a Labor
Government being returned in the State of
New South Wales; and I suggest the peo-
ple of that State, who are close to the
scene of operations, are at least reasonably
satisfied with the Labor Government which
controls their destinies in that part of the
Commonwealth.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): The
honourable member's time has expired.

Adjournment o1 Debate.

MR. HAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
Opposition) [2.15 a.m.] As we have had
a pretty fair go, I move-

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes-20.
Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Curran
Mr. Evans
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hawke
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Jamieson

Mr. Bovell
Mr. Brand
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Cronimelin
Mr. (hayden
Mr. Guthile
Dr. Henn
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lewis

Ayes.
Mr. Heal
Mr. J. Hegney
Mr. Oldfed

Mr. Kelly
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Row~erry
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Toms
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. May

(Teller.)
Noes21.

Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. Raider
Mr. RHino
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. OxNenl
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. 1. W. Manning

(Teller.)
Pairs.

Noes.
Mr. Mann
Sir Ross MeLarty
Mr. Burt

Majority against-i.

Motion thus negatived.

MR. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) [2.19 a.m.]:
The hour is late, but the time is propi-
tious, I feel, for me to add my few re-
marks on the subject of unemployment.
On this occasion I would like to speak
with particular feeling and with personal
experience of the situation prevailing in
Kalgoorlie.

A few weeks ago I was made aware very
clearly of the problem. It was in con-
nection with a particular friend of mine
who had worked for about eight years as
a fettler with the Commonwealth rail-
ways somewhere about 600 miles past Kal-
goorlie. About 12 months Previously he
had decided, after eight years. that he
would like a change, and he left the rail-
ways with high credentials and came to
the metropolitan area. Here he worked
with a brass founders firm at Maylands
and was retrenched. He said he had
followed the line up at the Commonwealth
Employment Office in Perth for nine weeks
and could not be placed in any form of
work at all. He then went to Kalgoorlie
where he hoped, with the aid of his creden-
tials he had obtained from the Common-
wealth railways, to again work as a fettler.
However, he could not secure this employ-
ment.

I am led to believe from most people
who worked on the line-and particu-
larly single People-that it is one of the
last jobs they would seek, but he tried to
get such a job and found he was unable
to because there was just no work to be
had. I took this young fellow in hand and
tried all the resources at MY fingertips. I
personally saw employers for him but had
no success. I know that he is a willing
and able worker and one who could be
trusted, and who is reliable. But no-
where could I find work for him at the
brewery, the railways, the three local
authorities, several private employers.
and the Commonwealth transhipment
dock which is now under private con-
tract.

We know from inquiries made at Kal-
goorlie and from personal inquiries which
have been addressed to me that there are
not only local people at Kalgoorlie out of
work, but People from the metropolitan
area, and others from the Eastern States.
Possibly we cannot blame this Government
for others from the Eastern States who
come looking for work; but it is the re-
sult of a one-man-made depression, that
man being Mr. Menzies. This Government
follows the same political complexion of
the central Government of this country.

I take this opportunity of appealing
to the Government before it is too late. it
has thrown the baby Out with the bath
water but it can still retrieve the baby and
do something concrete to relieve the situa-
tion. As someone mentioned, it is no
good talking in rosy terms about pastures
green some Years hence, because while
the grass is growing greener the cow is
starving.

This is a most serious situation prevail-
ing in Australia and it not only behoves
each and every one of us to recognise the
Problem-that seems to be the difficulty
facing the Government-but we should
all, having recognised it, try to do some-
thing about it. I do not believe I am



[ASSEMBLY.]

asking too much of members in appealing
to them to at least recognise the problem,
after which some of those people 'who are
willing, capable, and courageous enough to
forget big business might think of the little
people and the plight of the unemployed,
Then the morale of this country will be
lifted.

.MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) 12.25 aa..:
When last I spoke, I made some reference
to the attitude of the Minister for In-
dustrial Development towards the small
businessman and undertaking. Through
his department he indicated to a small
manufacturing firm in Western Australia
that the best thing it could do was to get
out of business because this was the sort
of thing for big concerns and corporations.

I am aware that one swallow does not
make a summer;, but in recent weeks I have
had aipproaches made to me because of a
refusal over the signature of the Minister
for Industrial Development to a person
who has discovered certain natural assets
in Western Australia. All he desired was
a Government guarantee of £15,000. He
has certain assets in the way of equip-
ment, etc., and it would be possible for
him to reduce the cost of certain building
materials to approximately half the present
figure. He can meet the requirements of
Western Australia instead of the State
having, as at present, to import £30,000
worth a year from the Eastern States, and
£20,000 a year from overseas. He could
have avoided this necessity and in addition
could have exported to other parts of the
world. However, because of the fact that
he is only a small businessman wanting
not a penny from the coffers of the Gov-
ernment but merely a bank guarantee of
an insignificant sumn of £15,000, the answer
was a fiat rejection.

And why? Because the Minister had
gone to certain people for advice, people
whose names are prominently known in
this State but who are associated with a
section of the activity which this person
sought to develop. He wanted to acquire
some machinery for the purpose of treat-
ing this particular raw product, and be
has been charged three times as much as
it would cost to do it himself. They are
keeping him waiting for months before they
attend to his work.

When I mentioned this to someone
prominent in my own political party he
said that this man had made a mistake, as
if he had gone to the Minister for In-
dustrial Development and asked for
£5,000,000 he would probably have got it,
but because it was only £15,000, this in-
-dustry is not in existence, despite the fact
that we have, in respect of this particular
-commodity, the second best of its kind in
the world.

In the whole history of the world and
the use of this commodity only in one
-country has there been a better class than
:found by this local man.

I could furnish other examples but I
want to give some emphasis to this little
document I have in my hand. On the top
of it is the following;-

Hon. H. E. Graham, M.L.A.
L ,C.L.
invitation
First Businessmen's

Dinner
to meet and hear THE HON.
CHARLES COURT, O.B.E., M.L.A.

Mr. W. Hegney: Oh, him!
*Mr. GRAHAM: and

Mr. F. A. Johnston, C.B.E.
at the

Hotel Morris, Innaloo
Sherry 6.30 p.m. Dinner 7 p.m.

I did not accept the invitation, because
in small writing at the bottom the follow-
ing appeared:-

Subscription, 30s.
God forbid that I should contemplate pay-
ing 30s. or 30 pence to hear the Minister
for Industrial Development speak! First
of all there was a toast to the Queen
followed by speakers Court and Johnston.
Mr. Court's subject was "The Importance
of the Moderate and Small Size Business
in. the State Government's Development
Planning."

Was there ever greater hypocrisy and
humbug in view of the simple illustration
I have given? It was a bounteous gesture
to a tremendous concern like Hawker Sid-
delcy. This was not bringing capital into
Western Australia to open up any new
industry. The State Building Supplies will
continue with the same workmen operating
over the same country, producing the same
materials. All it means, after the debits
and credits-and it will be a matter of
debits, as I think will be demonstrated
within the* next week or two-is that the
people of Western Australia will lose this
industry 'without receiving a penny for it.
I say that will be demonstrated later on,
and for ever and a day, because tens of
thousands of pounds will be leaving Wes-
tern Australia and will be going overseas
to a company which for the period August,
1959 to December, 1960 made a trading
profit of over £31,000,000.

This is the company that will make a
down payment of E200,000, and pay a
miserable £100,000 a year for the next 20
years. That is the sort of transaction
that is welcomed by the Government and
its Minister for Industrial Development;
but the moderate and smali-sized bus-
inessman is not in the race with this Gov-
ernment. It is not interested. I wonder
whether it is because he is not in a posi-
tion to make a sufficiently handsome con-
tribution to Liberal Party funds?

.Mr. Brand: Don't judge others by your-
self.

Mr. GRAHAM; That is just a ridiculous
assertion.
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Mr. Brand: No it isn't. You should not
judge others by what you do.

Mr. GRAHAM: Will the Premier deny
that Sir Halford Reddish made a contri-
bution to the Liberal Party's electioneering
funds?

Mr. Brand: I don't know anything about
Sir Halford Reddish or Pat Healy,

Mr. GRAHAM: All I know of Pat Healy
is that the Liberal Party used to go along
to him every 12 months for a contribution.

Mr, Hawke: And get it.
Mr. GRAHAM: The Premier knows more

about the Sir Half ord Reddish incident
than he cares to say. He is not prepared
to deny anything. He is one of the per-
sons actively associated with this Hawker
Siddeley outfit which is taking away from
Western Australia a valuable asset for
which, I repeat, the company will be pay-
ing nothing; and half of this story in con-
nection with it was told by the member for
Warren earlier In this sitting.

So we see that a lot of humbug and non-
sense is spoken by this Government at
practically every turn, and if it were not
for the whitewash brush of journalists and
T.V., and the rest of it, this Government
would be treated with the disdain and
contempt it deserves.

Members of this Government have no
clue, if I might use that term, as to the
actual position. They actually believe all
of these fanciful stories that have been
told to them; but I am certain that if we
analyse every one of their activities it
would be found that they are as nothing.
It would have been a simple thing for me,
as Minister for Housing, to have gone to
my officers and said, "How many houses
does Western Australia need in the next
50 years?" If they had said 100,000 houses,
working that out at so much each, would
there be front-page headlines that
Graham announces a £250,000,000 housing
Plan? No--too ridiculous for words.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): Order!
The honourable member's time has expired.

Question Put and passed.
Resolution reported and the report ad-

opted.

In Committee of Ways and Means

The H-ouse resolved itself into a Com-
mittee of Ways and Means, the Chairman
of Committees (Mr. Roberts) in the Chair.

114H. BRAND (Greenough-Treasurer)
[2.38 a.m.]: I move-

That towards making good the
supply granted to Her Majesty for the
services of the year ending the 30th
June, 1962, a sum not exceeding
£18,000,000 be granted from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund; £5,000,000
from the General Loan Fund; and
£2,000,000 from the Public Account.

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported and the report ad-

opted.

First Reading
in accordance with the foregoing resolu--

tions, Bill introduced and read a first time..

Second Reading
MR. BRAND (Greenough-Treasurer)

[2.40 am.): I move-
That the Bill be now read a second.

time.
I have already explained the proposals
contained in this Bill.

MR. HAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
Opposition) [2.41 a.m.l: I have only a few
more words to add to those which I have
expressed during the debate in connection
with this Bill. Last night I pointed out
that much of the economic troubles fac--
Ing such countries as Britain and Austra-
lia have been brought about mainly be--
cause People associated with big corn-
panies, particularly combines, monopolies,
and that sort of organisation, believe that
the best yardstick with which to measure
a country's prosperity and progress is the
yardstick which measures the profits as
set down in their balance sheets from one
year to another.

I suppose it is true to say that the great.
hallmark of success in the business world
is to establish record profits each succes-
sive year. I would not know what each
member in this House would say if he were
asked the question "Where do profits come
from?" My study of the matter would
lead me to believe that they come from
prices which, of course, are paid ultimately
by the general public, or by the consumers.
of the goods which are made by those com-
panies and put upon the market from time
to time. If the bigger business concerns
are, year after year, going to chase record.
profits, and if those record profits can be
obtained only from, or mainly from the
Prices ultimately charged to the public,
obviously prices will continue to rise year
after year, as they have done for many
years past, and are continuing to do.

I think it is also true to say that costs.
of production, particularly for those People.
who cannot pass on their costs in the
Prices they receive for their products, will
Increase year by year. In my judgment it
is this process within the economic systems.
which are operated in countries like Britain
and Australia which sets in motion the
processes of inflation, and which con-
stantly keeps these inflationary processes-
in motion. I think we can say quite fairly
that costs of Production in Australia are
extremely high, and to some extent have
already reduced the ability of the Austra-
lian Primary producer to compete success-
fully with many of his products in theL
export markets.
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We can also say with equal fairness,
I think, that this process has been
responsible for pricing out of the export
markets most of the manufactured goods
produced in Australia; and I think the
same argument would apply with almost
equal accuracy and force to the situation
in Britain. It is also true to say, as I
mentioned earlier, that as the price level
rises, because of this constant chasing of
record profits, and some other factors too,
the people living in a particular country
under this arrangement are not able to
maintain their effective demand for the
same volume of goods as they were able
to do the year before, and the year before
that. Clearly, as prices rise so the ability
of people to buy the same volume of goods
is weakened, because their incomes have
not kept pace with the increases in price
levels.I

This Government today, as a Govern-
mnent, is up against that problem in regard
to all the things it buys and all the things
it carries out as a Government. The Gov-
ernment is paying more and more for the
goods and services which it has to pur-
chase; and unfortunately it is selling at
half price or less any goods which it has
to sell in the way of State trading con-
cerns. Any person who thinks that the
policy of the credit squeeze, or the policy
for the abolition of import controls, or any
policy of that kind, as operated by the
Federal Menzies Government, is likely to
solve any of Australia's serious problems
in this matter, is arriving at a conclusion
which is not only false but absolutely
dangerous.

The big problem in Australia. and I
think in Britain, is the great height to
which the price levels have been driven;,
and they have been driven to that great
height by the overwhelming anxiety of
those associated with the bigger business
concerns to go on year after year making
record profits. I am not necessarily con-
demning the people associated with these
companies. They have a job to do; they
have shareholders to please and satisfy;
and, as I said a few moments ago, I sup-
pose the great hallmark of success in the
business world Is to be read in the profits
which are made year by year. If those
associated with the big companies can
make record profits this year,- record
profits again next year, and record profits
in the succeeding year, they will certainly
receive the approval of their shareholders,
and they will rise to the top in the busi-
ness world.

maybe we cannot blame them as in-
dividuals; but clearly the system which
they are operating, and the objectives
which they are pursuing are such as to
endanger the economic stability of the
country in which those practices ar6 being
operated. How much higher do members
inl this House think the price level can
safely go? How much higher do they

think costs of production can go, especially
in those industries which cannot of their
own decision recover in the prices they
receive for the goods they sell those in-
creased costs of production? I think we
all know now that many people in the
primary industries in this State are strug-
gling. I think we know that people en-
aged in the dairying industry-the smaller
men-are struggling.

I think that applies to smaller people
in a number of other primary industries.
I have been told that even wool is being
produced at a loss today, but I have not
been convinced of that yet. I am told
that wheat is hardly payable so far as the
wheatgrowing activities of many farmers
are concerned, but not all. However. I have
not yet been convinced of that point, either.
Clearly, in an economic situation where
price levels are constantly rising and the
cost of production is also rising automati-
cally there must surely be a limit, and
when that limit is reached, obviously there
is going to be a whole heap of trouble to
a great number of people.

That is why it seems to me to be futile,
as well as foolish, for leaders of political
and other thought in Australia to say that
by the application of a few measures which
try to deal with effects and never try to
deal with the cause later this year
or next year prosperity is going to burst
out in all directions in Australia once
again. It does not make sense because all
the factors existing in this country are
against that situation developing, except
perhaps spasmodically, and for a compara-
tively short period.

I would like to ask memnbers: How many
economic crises have we had since 1949,
following which the Commonwealth Goy-
ermnent has rushed in certain measures
dealing always only with effects, and on
many occasions not dealing with them
sensibly or satisfactorily? Obviously-to me,
at any rate-it is a crazy economy when
wages and salaries, which represent the
biggest single source of income in the
nation, are fixed-very grudgingly, too-
by special industrial tribunals, and yet the
price levels are fixed not by any inde-
pendent tribunal; not by any organisation
where the minds of the members of the
organisation concerned have as a para-
mount consideration the public interest,
but where the price levels are determined
by the people who either manufacture the
goods or who have distributed all of them
through the warehouses, through the re-
tailers and, finally, to the public.

I cannnot imagine a more disordered,
trust-to-luck, and dangerous system than
that. I think no-one will deny that there
are profiteers in the business world of this
country: but whether one cares to call
them profiteers or not, it must be admit-
ted that the control of price levels is not
in the hands of Goverrnent; not in the
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hands of any independent public auth-
ority; not in the hands of men who have
the public interest and the welfare of the
nation at heart, but in the hands of men
whose main objective is the maintain-
ing of record profits year after year from
the activities which they manage or con-
trol. Briefly, I say that Australia will ccix-
tinue to go from one economic crisis to an-
other until such time as that problem is
tackled and overcome, and I will have
much more to say about that during the
debate on the Address-in-Reply.

However, before leaving the subject I
would like to make two short quotations,
'The first is by Dr. Coombs, who is the Gov-
ernor of the Reserve Bank of Australia,
This statement was published in November,
1959. and is equally true today; probably
much mot-e true. I now quote his state-
mert-

The trend over recent years for the
cost of advertising, packaging and re-
tailing to absorb an increasing pro-
Pdrtion of the final selling price to
the consumer is a clear indication of
the industrialist's conviction that to
reduce prices is not good business.

That is the end of the quote. I would ask
members, when Hansard is printed, to
study very carefully that statement by Dr.
Coombs.

The next statement could be re-
garded by some members opposite as com-
ing from a not very reliable source be-
cause the name of the person making it
will not appeal to them much, if at all.
However, this statement which comes from
this Particular person is factual and can
be checked by anyone who cares to do so.
I will quote the statement as follows:-

The total profits of Australian com-
panies, other than mining companies,
last year was £130,263,000, 12.3 per
cent. higher than the previous year.
Manufacturing companies' profits have
risen by 13.4 per cent., from about
£74,000,000 to £64,000,000. Undistri-
buted profits and money allowed for
depreciation had risen by £36,000,000.

'That is the end of the quote.. That state-
ment was, made before the Federal Arbi-
tration Court by the leading advocate for
the Australian Council for Trade Unions
on the 19th November, 1960, by Mr. R. J.
Hawke.

Mr. Rowberry: Any relation?
Mr. HAWKE: I wish the member for

Warren would not embarrass me.
Mr. Lewis: Where did all those profits

go to?
Mr. HAWFCE: I am not able to answer

with any degree of accuracy the question
from the honourable member as to where
the profits went. My argument is that the
levying of those stupendous profits, irres-
pective of where they went afterwards,
Pushed the price levels in Australia far
higher than they should have been and,

by its doing so, the costs of production were
increased unnecessarily and the economic
stability of the country was undermined.

There is one other question with which
I wish to deal and then I will be satisfied
to call it a day. To some extent, the
member for East Perth anticipated me by
reading tbc contents of the official invita-
tion cara which was sentV by the Dberal
Party, or somebody, to a number of persons
inviting them to come along to some meet-
ing at which the Minister for Industrial
Development would talk to the audience of
the great importance of small business
concerns in the policy and considerations
of this Government.

Mr. W. Hegney; Before or after the tea?
Mr. RAWKE- We read a lot of things in

the Lieutenant-Governor's Speech the
other day. I am not blaming the Govern-
ment for putting those things in the
Speech. Any Government in office naturally
puts the best propaganda it can properly
prepare into the Speech with which Par-
liament is opened. That is not a new
Practice; it is not some brilliant new idea
thought up by members of this Govern-
ment. So far as I know it has been going
on as long as responsible Government has
been established in this State and, within
limits, it is quite in order.

There are, however, a lot of things that
have happened in Australia in the last
twelve months or so that did not find a
mention in the Speech. I will only mention
one such thing this morning; I will leave
the other 99, or those that I can think of,
to be mentioned during the debate on the
adoption of the Address-in-Reply. I quote
from the Daily News of the 25th July this
year from an article which is headed,
"Seventy-one Go Broke-Stores lead."1 it
reads as follows:-

An apparent increase in bankrupt-
cies-

I do not know why the word "apparent"
is used, but it says-

An apparent increase in bank-,
ruptcles is shown in figures for
the first half of 1961. There were
71 bankrupts. Storekeepers headed
the list. The year's total to June
30 shows an increasing trend with
126 bankruptcies (99 the year
before, though 1959 was considered
a low year). Storekeepers totalled
just 10 per cent. of the 71, with
truckdrivers and motor mechanics
next in order.

I think we know what is happening to
many small storekeepers. In addition to
those who have been forced into bank-
ruptcy over the last 12 months or so, a far
greater number are struggling for their
very existence, and struggling against very
great odds.

Accordingly, as I mentioned earlier, I
was very interested in the invitation card
which the member for East Perth read to
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us half an hour or so ago. I think the
Minister for Industrial Development was
temporarily away from the Chamber,' and
consequently he was not able to hear the
reading of the invitation card. However,
as he probably wrote the invitation card
he would have no difficulty in remembering
what was in it.

Mr. Court: I do not write everything the
Liberal Party puts out.

Mr. HAWKE: No; but I would think that
the Minister would write the smoothest
and the most politically poisonous things
that the Liberal Party puts out. I am
prepared to compromise with the Minister
to that extent.

The Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment recently paid a visit to the hills dis-
trict and delivered a speech there to a
meeting which was called by the hills
branch of the Liberal and Country League.
I am not sure whether the meeting was
exclusively for members of the Liberal
Party, or for members and supporters of
it, but I think it was probably not a pub-
lic meeting. However, it is not important.
Clearly, from the report of the meeting,
which to my surprise appeared in an issue
of the Northam Paper, some of the mem-
bers of the audience were not at all satis-
fied with the speech made by the Minis-
ter'.

It might have been that the Minister
did not have time to cover every subject.
and that questions were permitted to
allow any individual in the audience who
wanted information on some question
dealt with by the Minister, or not dealt
with by the Minister, to ask for that in-
formation. One question was in relation
to the problems facing small primary pro-
ducers and small businessmen. A member
of the audience asked what was the atti-
tude and policy of the Government
towards these small businessmen and
small primary producers.

The Minister pointed out that the Gov-
ernment was greatly concerned with the
small man, and realised his importance in
the economic structure. So far so good.
Then the Minister offered some advice
which I thought was amazing, and which
I still think is amazing. In fact, for sheer
downright nerve it cannot be matched.
This was his advice to the People con-
cerned-the small farmers and small
businessmen: Any problems which faced
these People could be effectively presented
through the local branch of the Liberal
and Country League. No wonder the
members of the Country Party over on
the crossbenches are looking worried.

Mr. May: Are you sure that is not local

auhritiesKE The Minister went on to

say, "or through some other local Organisa-
tion and effectively dealt with.' So here
we have a situation where small farmers
and small businessmen are struggling with
serious financial and other difficulties.

They seek information from the Minister
as to the attitude and policy of his Gov -
erment in the matter; the Minister offers
them sympathy; tells them the Government
is interested; and then makes the amazing
suggestion that these small businessmen,
and these small primary producers in
financial difficulties should expose, as It
were, in outline, and in detail, their pre-
sent difficulties and problems to members
of the local Liberal and Country League
branch, or to the member of some local
organization, and that these organisations
in turn would forward these outlines anid
these details presumably on to the Minis-
ter for Industrial Development.

That might be a successful method of
increasing the membership of the Liberal
and Country League branches in country
areas, Perhaps even in the metropolitan
area, but it is, in my judgment, a shocking
piece of advice for a Minister of the Crown.
or for even a private member of Parlia-
ment. to give to people.

There is no excuse for that sort' of ap-
proach. If a citizen-whether he be a small
businessman, small farmer, or anyone else
-seeks assistance he should not be advised
by a private member of Parliament, let
alone a Minister of the Crown, to submit
his case in factual detail to some local
political branch, or some local non-politicai
Organisation, in order to have his case rep-
resented to the Government or to the
appropriate Minister.

Surely the advice which the Minister
should have given to these people at the
meeting and through them to the people
who might read this or any other newvs-
paper in which that speech was reported.
was that they either try to make a personal
approach to the Minister for Industrial
Development or some other Minister, in
order to state their case confidentially to
the Government: and if that could not be
arranged, that they should, as an alter-
native, set down in writing their case in
factual detail and send it in an envelope
marked "confidential" to the Minister for
Industrial Development or the Leader of
the Government.

Mr. Court: You are reading more into
this than was discussed at the meeting.
It was a lengthy Liberal Party meeting.
I am amazed this has been reported in the
Press.

Mr. HAWKE: I can sympathise with the
Minister in his amazement at and embar-
rassment by this report, because this was
a shocking piece of advice to give.

Mr. Court: If you had been at the meet-
ing with the two local members present
you would have been quite satisfied with
the nature of the discussion. It was a very
satisfactory meeting.

Mr. HAWKE: I shall try to pin the Min-
ister down on this matter. I ask if he did
advise small businessmen, small Primary
producers, or either of them, who were iii
financial difficulties and wanted to submit
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their cases to the Government for con-
sideration, to present their cases through
the local branch of the Liberal Party or
some other organisation.

Mr. Court: There was no question of
financial problems. They were dealing
with general problems relating to market-
ing, fruit, diseases, and poultry. They
wanted to get together to represent these
matters to an official body. It was as easy
as that.

Mr. HAWKE: The Minister is struggling
very unimpressively. The main difficulty
with which small storekeepers are con-
cerned would not relate to marketing of
apples, pears, or potatoes. They would be
concerned with the serious fact, from their
point of view, that the struggle for Sur-
vival was becoming harder as the months
passed by. What the Minister has said
by way of interjection about small farmers
might have some basis in fact; but he
cannot apply that, by any stretch of the
imagination or by pouring out the smooth
words of which he is capable of uttering,
to the small storekeepers.

I suggest to the Minister in good faith
that when he goes out to address a semi-
secret, or secret meeting of the Liberal-
country League members in future he bind
them to secrecy; or that he be much more
careful in choosing the words with which
to try to satisfy them for the moment, but
in effect to palm them off.

We know without any imagination at all
what would happen to most of these ap-
proaches going to the Minister through
the local branch of the Liberal-country
League, or the progress association. They
-would certainly reach the Minister's office;
but I think it would not be very long
before they were hopelessly buried in a
mass of cobwebs.

Question put and passed.
Bill, read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Hill read a third time, on motion by Mr.

Brand (Treasurer), and transmitted to the
Council.

House adjourned at 3.20 a.m.
(Wednesday)
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
PORT HEDLAND-MARBLE BAR ROAD

Bituminisation

1.The lion. H. C. STRICKLAND asked
the Minister for Mines:
(1) Does the Government's declared

intention to bitumen -surface roads
where rail services have been dis-
continued include sealing of the
Port Hedland - marble Bar road?

(2) If it does, when will the work be
completed?

(3) If it does not, why does it not?
The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) Several miles of this, road have

already been sealed.
(2) The work might be spread over

a period of several years as the
volume of traffic and maintenance
costs would not at present justify
the heavy expenditure involved in
a large annual surfacing pro-
gramme on this road.

(3) Answered by Nos. (I) and (2).


